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fort to recover the just-stolen body of a 
local woman. This was the “Hubbard-
town Raid” of 1830.)

Johnson, for his part, returned – 
probably quite quickly – to Vermont 
and completed his medical studies. He 
received his medical degree with hon-
ors in 1826, having written a thesis on 
Cynanche Trachaelis (croup). Probably 
thinking it wise not to open a practice 
anywhere in northern New England 
where his reputation might have pre-
ceded him, he moved to Lower Canada 
and worked there for a few years. Then 
he returned to the United States, to live 
fi rst in Ohio and then in Indiana, where 
he became a pioneering physician in 
Koskiusko County.

And what had happened to Mary Hil-
ton’s body? Certainly Johnson did not 
have time to convey it all the way to his 
medical school at Castleton, Vermont. 
But he apparently had family and friends 
in Westmoreland, New Hampshire, and 
he could have taken it there. Such a jour-
ney would have been consistent with the 
evidence that he had traveled through 
Concord and Warner (and also through 
Keene, another place he claimed to have 

visited on that wagon trip). Johnson sub-
sequently would have been loath to pro-
duce evidence that he had been at West-
moreland precisely because he would not 
want his witnesses there to be forced to 
testify just why it was that he had vis-
ited them and what he had brought with 
him in that wagon. The best guess, then, 
is that Mary Hilton’s body, preserved 
in brine, was stowed somewhere in the 
Westmoreland area for a while until 
Johnson could retrieve it and take it on 
to Castleton.

Mary Hilton is memorialized in the 
Old North Church cemetery, but she 
does not lie there. Her gravestone stands 
amidst a row of Hilton family members, 
between her husband’s and her mother-
in-law’s. Unusually, it is inscribed on 
the back as well as the front. On the 
reverse of the small marble marker is 
the legend, “Niece of Maj. Gen. Henry 
Dearborn.” (Dearborn, an older brother 
of Mary’s mother, was an eminent sol-
dier and statesman, and had been Jeff er-
son’s secretary of war. He probably paid 
for Mary’s headstone.) Beneath this 
large inscription of his name and rela-
tionship to Mary is a smaller inscription 
noting her fi nal fate: “Body stolen after 
burial.” 
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Annual Beef Barbeque and
Chinese Auction on August 19

To be held at AE/MS 
starting at 5 P.M.
Amanda Gross
Andover Fish and Game Club 

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
(AF&G) is holding its Annual Beef 
Barbecue and Chinese Auction on Sat-
urday, August 19 from 5 to 6:30 . . at 
the Andover Elementary/Middle School. 
The Chinese Auction will follow the 
meal. Tickets for the Deer Pool and the 
Annual Gun Raffl  e can be purchased 
during the event. The gun will be raffl  ed 
off  at the Turkey Raffl  e in October.

The highlight of the meal includes 
juicy beef, fresh corn on the cob, and 
strawberries and ice cream for dessert. 
There will also be homemade side dish-
es provided by Club members and their 
spouses, who also prepare and serve the 

food during the event. Chinese Auction 
items, which include hunting and fi sh-
ing paraphernalia, crafts, gift certifi -
cates, and much more, are donated by 
local businesses and individuals. The 
AF&G thanks everyone for their time 
and contributions.

The Beef Barbecue, as the AF&G’s 
biggest fundraiser of the year, provides 
funds for the two Kids’ Fishing Derbies 
and to send kids to the Barry Conser-
vation Camp, which educates children 
on hunting, fi shing, camping, and other 
outdoor skills.

For just $12 for adults and $5 for kids 
under 12 years old, come and enjoy a 
great meal and good company, and help 
the Andover Fish and Game Club raise 
money for their many community en-
deavors. For tickets and more informa-
tion call 603-735-5311. 

Frank Haley Continues the Walk
Raised $10,522 
in donations
Lauretta Phillips

Frank Haley, 93, and his wife, Ann, 
have been working together to col-
lect money to support the annual 3K 
Blind Awareness Walk-A-Thon for 13 
years. Ann drives and Frank collects 
the funds to support the programs that 
The New Hampshire Association for 
the Blind (NHAB) produce. Frank be-
ing blind himself, decides where they 
are going and who he wants to “see” 
and Ann takes him there.

On June 3, Frank accepted the prize 
for being the top individual fund raiser 
for 13 consecutive years. His total for 
this year was a record breaking $10,522 
bringing his grand total to $74,402. It is 
because of the generosity of the people 
who give that he is able to bring so much 
to the event.

Frank and Ann were joined for the 
15th annual walk-a-thon by daugh-
ters-in-law, Norma Haley and Vickie 
Haley; granddaughters Mariah Haley 
of Danbury, New Hampshire and 
Shannon Haley and Kate Haley of 
Andover; Joel Mcneff  of Penacook, 
New Hampshire; and Earl and Jenni-
fer Richards, and great granddaughter 
Tanaya Richards, of Las Vegas, NV. 

Frank would like to thank his family, 
the Andover Beacon, and supporters 
from the Andover community, and 
the surrounding towns and commu-
nities who so generously contributed 
money and time to help support the 
New Hampshire Association for the 
Blind in this endeavor.

The New Hampshire Association 
for the Blind provides vision rehabili-
tation services for New Hampshire 
people of all ages who like Frank are 
blind or visually impaired. Some of 
the services provided by NHAB are 
rehabilitation therapy, which helps 
an individual maintain his/her inde-
pendence, orientation and mobility 
instruction to help an individual de-
velop safe independent travel skills 
and learn new routes and environ-
ments, and low vision services, which 
assist people who are partially sighted 
to use their remaining vision more 
eff ectively. They also provide educa-
tional services, adaptive technology 
services, volunteer services, and pub-
lic education.

For more information about the New 
Hampshire Association for the Blind or 
to make a donation contact them at 603-
224-4039 or Services@SightCenter.org.
 

ALL
 MUST 

GO!

Used computing equipment 
and offi ce furniture

• monitors
• keyboards
• mice, cables
• 1 laser printer
• desk chairs

All in working condition! 

Saturday, August 12
9 am. -- Noon 

The Andover Hub
(157 Main Street, Andover)

Bargain-basement prices!

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!


