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I took these photos about 6:30 this morning. They are dark but you can see 
that “our” loon family is doing great! The chicks seem to be tolerating each 
other, too! The lake was very noisy last night with fi reworks and I got a call 
that the loons were calling in distress mode. This morning the lake was so 
calm and peaceful and the loons were feeding and have recovered nicely. 
Looks like it is going to be a beautiful day which will mean lots of activity is 
about to start.  Caption and Photo: Donna Baker-Hartwell 

 Loon Update
Babies are 
doing well
Donna Baker-Hartwell

July 1: I am happy to report that early 
this morning two loon chicks left their 
nest and were seen with parents just off  
the shore. When I arrived at 6:30 . ., 
the chicks were in a battle for dominance 
– pecking, butting chests, fl apping wings 
and rolling over and under each other. 
Apparently, they tired or perhaps they 
settled it for the time. One chick stayed 
hidden under some blueberry bushes for 
a time while the parents fed the domi-
nant chick. Eventually it swam out from 
under cover and the adults fed it. Both 
chicks did agree to share the back of 
mother loon for a nap after breakfast.

A large snapping turtle swam along 
the buoys for a quick look. I hope he 
doesn’t stick around! A camera drone 
fl ew overhead causing both adults to 
call out and huddle close.

I will leave the buoys up for as long 
as the loon family stays in the area. It 
does give them some extra protection. 
As always, we will give the loon family 
lots of space so as not to distract them 
from taking care of the babies.

July 3: After a very busy day yes-
terday, I was eager to check on our loon 

this morning. I found four adult loons 
visiting while I will assume one of our 
parents was negotiating with them. The 
fi ve were clustered together with some 
chest display and fl apping. Hopefully, 
the four will move on to another lake 
for the holiday! One loon parent had our 
two baby loon chicks 1/4 way around 
the lake at the northern most end (in-
let) and was feeding them. The chicks 
patiently swim above the water as their 
parent fi shes for just the right size min-
now or baby bass. The two seem to be 
getting along fi ne. Also, I noted two 
blue herons on the shoreline and an os-
prey fl ew overhead.

July 8: The baby loons celebrate their 
fi rst week (8 days old, today) and are 
growing beautifully! They are dipping 
under water, spending more time swim-
ming and less time riding on their parent’s 
back. This morning they were seen near 
the public beach. The goose family was 
hanging out on the shore. I was surprised 
to see that the loon parents were confi dent 
enough to leave their two babies fl oating 
alone for short periods of time. They ap-
peared so vulnerable to me! But, I am 
sure that “Mom and Dad” were keeping 
a close eye on them, and using their “eyes 
at the back of their heads”. 

New Hampshire Holds Loon Census
Donna Baker-Hartwell

On July 15, from 8-9 . ., New 
Hampshire held its Loon Census. Vol-
unteers observe and tally loons for one 
full hour and send their results/obser-
vations into the Loon Preservation 
Committee (LPC). This information 
is critical in keeping records for New 
Hampshire’s loon population as well as 
reporting osprey.

This morning I reported seeing 
our two adults with one chick. I can 
confi rm that we have lost one chick 
in the past 24 hours. Yesterday, I saw 
both adults and both chicks between 
Stella’s Beach and the island. The 
chicks were exactly 14 days old. You 
might remember that last year when 
the chicks were 14 days old, Chris 
Hobby reported seeing an adult loon 

(one of the parents) kill one of our 
chicks. I have not heard of reports this 
year of anyone actually seeing what 
happened since yesterday morning. 
We might never know. If someone 
did hear or see something on the lake, 
please send me a report.

I have also reported to the NHLPC 
a pair of Merlin. I confi rmed this dur-
ing the Loon census. Both were seen 
on the island. The female was feasting 
on a small bird she had caught. The 
wide dark bans across their tail dis-
tinguish the Merlin from the Kestrel. 
They have been observed on High-
land Lake for several summers now. 
Merlin is much rarer in these parts 
than the Kestrel so we should feel 
privileged to have them! 
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The Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (KUUF) had a fl oat in 
Andover’s Fourth of July parade for the fi rst time ever. The fl oat was 

designed by the fellowship’s resident artist, Loren Howard, and worked 
on by several members. KUUF has been meeting in the Proctor Chapel in 
Andover for close to 25 years, and they continue to enjoy their relationship 
with the Town of Andover. Caption: Lois Magenau, Photo: Lizzie Klingler


