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 Learn About WWI at 
The Litt le Nature Museum

Press Release
Most animals, insects and birds are 

naturally camoufl aged to protect them 
from predators. Their coloring blends 
in with the scenery so well, it’s often 
diffi  cult for us to see them. Visitors to 
The Little Nature Museum in Warner 
will learn about the many types of cam-
oufl age.

In the early 1900′s, Abbott Thayer, 
a Dublin, New Hampshire resident and 
painter, grew fascinated with how wild-
life blended in with the environment. 
His concealing coloration theory used 
overlapping landscape colors with dis-
ruptive patterns to disguise an object.

After Thayer presented his theory 
to the French during World War I, they 
adopted it and applied the variegated 
design to Allied uniforms, American 
trucks, sniper suits, and observation 
posts. This design broke up the form 
of the object to thwart identity. Thayer 
also utilized pieces of material knotted 
to wire netting. This material cast shad-
ows that broke up the shapes beneath.

Another of Thayer’s designs was 
called “Dazzle” camoufl age, which 
was used on United States Navy ships. 
This type of camoufl age doesn’t hide 
an object, but its brilliant patterns con-
fuse the enemy and makes it diffi  cult to 
quickly gauge shape, distance, direction 
and speed, giving the American ship an 
advantage.

Camoufl age in WWI and in Nature 
is one of three new displays at the mu-
seum commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the U. S. entry into that war.

“I was fascinated that the “Father of 
Camoufl age” came from New Hamp-
shire,” said Sandra Martin, director of 
the museum. “As a result of his design, 
various colors of camoufl age have been 
used in the military since then.”

The crystal radio was another new-

comer during WWI and was widely 
used. No longer were as many run-
ners needed to deliver messages along 
the front lines. The crystal radio sent 
out signals that anyone with a receiver 
could hear. These radios included a fi ne 
wire that touched the surface of a crys-
talline mineral, now called diode. The 
crystal has some metallic content, so 
serves as a crude semiconductor.

Another display at The Little Nature 
Museum describes the Federal Migra-
tory Bird Act of 1918. Prior to that, 
many migratory birds were becoming 
endangered because people killed them 
for their colorful feathers. Decorating 
ladies hats was a lucrative business. 
In 1902, a London auction sales room 
sold 1,608 packages of herons’ plumes, 
weighing 30 ounces each. It took four 
herons to make one ounce of feathers, 
so 192,960 herons were killed to fi ll just 
those packages.

“People don’t realize most birds they 
see are protected by this Act,” said Mar-
tin. “By over hunting, we lost millions 
of birds. Thousands of fl ocks of passen-
ger pigeons were wiped out until they 
became extinct. It was a wakeup call. 
We needed to do something.”

Those who visit The Little Nature 
Museum this year will enjoy learning 
about these WWI era advancements, as 
well as many other nature related topics.

“We hope people will stop by our 
museum to see these special displays. 
The WWI displays will only be up this 
year,” Martin said. “We have many 
hands-on interactive displays and arti-
facts that fascinate adults and children 
alike.”

The Little Nature Museum is located 
at 18 Highlawn Road in Warner adja-
cent to the Mt. Kearsarge Indian Mu-
seum. More information may be found 
at: littlenaturemuseum.org. 

Faced with increasing police action, 
Maud and her dedicated suff ragettes 
must play a dangerous game of cat-and-
mouse, risking their jobs, homes, fam-
ily and lives for a just cause. Please call 
COA at 603-526-6368 to register.

This program is brought to you in 
partnership with Over There, Over Here: 
World War I and Life in N.H. Commu-
nities, a multi-group collaboration com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of 
the United States entry into World War 
I. www.overthereoverhere.com
Lunch is on the House at Abbott Library

Thursday, August 24 at 12 . .
COA brings you “Lunch is on 

the House” at the Abbott Library in 
Sunapee.

Join us for a hearty meal and good 
company as you enjoy this beautiful 
library. This is a great chance to meet 
up with old friends or to get to know 
others who call Sunapee home. Look-
ing forward to seeing you there! Lunch 

will be held at the Abbott Library, 11 
Soonipi Circle, Sunapee, New Hamp-
shire. Please call COA at 603-526-6368 
to sign up.
A New Hampshire Humanities pre-
sentation:

“A Walk Back in Time: The Secret 
of Cellar Holes”

Tuesday, August 29 at 5 . .
Presented by Adair Mulligan, Ex-

ecutive Director of the Hanover Con-
servancy

Northern New England is full of re-
minders of past lives: stone walls, old 
foundations, a century-old lilac strug-
gling to survive as the forest reclaims 
a once-sunny dooryard. What forces 
shaped settlement, and later abandon-
ment, of these places? Adair Mulligan 
explores the rich story to be discovered 
in what remains behind. See how one 
town has set out to create an inventory 
of its cellar holes, piecing together the 
clues in the landscape. Please call COA 
at 603-526-6368 to register. 
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League of NH Craftsmen Hosts
Spinning Tales and Weaving Stories Exhibition
Running through 
September 22
Press release

Every piece of art and fi ne craft 
tells a story – the inspiration behind 
it, and the technique and materials 
used to create it. The League of New 
Hampshire Craftsmen is hosting a 

fi ne craft exhibition, Spinning Tales 
and Weaving Stories, which show-
cases the work of our juried mem-
bers, each with a unique tale to share. 
This exhibition is open to the public 
through Friday, September 22 at the 
Gallery at League Headquarters, 49 
South Main Street in Concord, New 
Hampshire. It includes fi ne craft in 
a variety of media, including among 
others jewelry, pottery, fi ber, and 
mixed media. Most items are avail-
able for purchase.

The Gallery is open Monday through 
Friday, 10 . . to 4 . ., and Saturdays, 
10 . . to 4 . ., during the exhibition.

“Creating fi ne craft begins with a 
story to tell. There are infi nite ways to 
express the story.” said League Stan-
dards Manager Catherine Green. “In 
the hands of the League’s juried mem-
bers the result is an exquisite expression 

of a personal vision.”
The Grodin Permanent Collection 

Museum
Visitors can also enjoy fi ne craft 

displayed in the League’s Grodin 
Permanent Collection Museum. The 
Permanent Collection features craft 
from the League’s early years to the 
present, including pieces made by 

some of the world’s renowned 
craftspeople, such as Otto 
and Vivika Heino, Edwin and 
Mary Scheier, and Gerry Wil-
liams. The permanent collec-
tion pieces on display rotate 
on a regular basis. Admission 
to the museum is free.

About the League of New 
Hampshire Craftsmen

The League of New 
Hampshire Craftsmen is a 
nonprofi t, craft education or-
ganization. Its mission is to 
encourage, nurture and pro-
mote the creation, use, and 

preservation of fi ne contemporary 
and traditional craft through the in-
spiration and education of artists 
and the broader community. The 
League represents the signature of 
excellence in fi ne craft, through the 
work of its juried members, and its 
rigorous standards for self-expres-
sion, vision, and quality craftsman-
ship. The League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen is supported in part by a 
grant from the New Hampshire State 
Council on the Arts. The Gallery has 
been made possible through the gen-
erosity of Concord Orthopaedics.

For information about the Gallery 
exhibitions or the League of New 
Hampshire Craftsmen, call 603-224-
3375, e-mail nhleague@nhcrafts.org, 
or visit the League’s website at: nh-
crafts.org. 

Vase by Andy Hampton

AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 
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Support Our Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 


