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Notes from Concord
Comments about 
Senate Bill Three
David B. Karrick, Jr.

David Karrick is a former member of 
the NH House representing the 5 towns 
of Merrimack District 25 who closely 
follows State Legislation. He is also 
involved in Warner’s local government 
having served 2 terms as Selectman. 
Opinions expressed in this column are 
those of the writer and not necessarily 
those of the Andover Beacon.

Earlier this week, Hillsborough 
County New Hampshire Judge Charles 
Temple fi nally introduced some sanity 
to a truly insane disruption of our state’s 
voting system by ruling that the penalties 
outlined in Senate Bill 3 “act as a very 
serious deterrent on the right to vote, and 
if there is indeed a ‘compelling’ need for 
them, the Court has yet to see it.”

And while early reports from Laconia 
show that the fi rst voting to take place since 
Senate Bill 3 became law went off  without 
a hitch (kudos to Laconia City Clerk Mary 
Reynolds who posted information about 
the new law on the town’s Website (some-
thing New Hampshire’s Secretary of State 
has yet to do), an election involving less 
than 3,000 voters is certainly not a true 
test of the mayhem this law could infl ict 
on our state voting system.

Picture the next presidential elec-
tion. Granite Staters like to vote – typi-
cal turnout during a presidential year is 
upwards of 70 percent of our 1 million 
plus residents. In 2020, we can expect 
long lines at polling places while vot-
ers and diligent poll workers attempt to 
untangle the confusing and intimidating 

requirements this law puts into place. 
Those who can’t aff ord to wait around 
all day will turn around and go home in 
frustration. Even worse will be those too 
confused or intimidated to come out and 
vote in the fi rst place – disproportionate-
ly young, low-income, minority voters.

Make no mistake about it. This is 
what voter suppression looks like.

Senate Bill 3 was jammed through by 
Republicans in our state legislature intent 
on taking us backward, to a time when 
voting was suppressed, by law, for large 
swaths of our populace. It was signed into 
law by a governor who has parroted that 
tired and thoroughly-debunked claim 
that voter fraud runs rampant in our state, 
with Democratic voters bussed into New 
Hampshire from Massachusetts.

The truth is that Senate Bill 3 man-
dates unnecessary solutions to a non-
existent problem.

As a longtime New Hampshire resi-
dent and a former representative in the 
state legislature, I am proud of our fi rst-
in-the-nation tradition when it comes to 
voting. I am proud that our voter turnout 
routinely ranks among the highest. I am 
proud that at election time, all eyes turn 
northward to our White Mountains.

We have a responsibility to be a 
model for the rest of the nation, and the 
world, for inclusive voting practices that 
extend this constitutional right to every 
citizen. I, for one, will keep fi ghting 
voter suppression laws, such as Senate 
Bill 3, that seek to dismantle an essen-
tial building block of our democracy. 
The fi rst step in that fi ght is calling this 
law what it is: an attempt to disenfran-
chise voters. 

Thompson indicated that the new 
Transfer Station employee, Peter Hin-
kley, did some work for him at the cem-
eteries and painted the Maple Street 
Bridge. Thompson was pleased with 
the work Hinkley did.

The Town Hall entrance work will 
begin on Monday, August 28, 2017 
before Huckleberry Fuels arrives on 
Wednesday, August 30, 2017 to bury 
the propane tanks. The generator will 
not be moved.

Jim Shaw started the roadside mow-
ing.

Work Session: The next work ses-
sion for the Board will be on Thursday, 
August 24, 2017 at 9 AM to discuss the 
following:

• Bay Road issue
• Old College Road
• Sticker day, this Saturday, August 

26th at the Transfer Station
• Maple Street Water Issues created 

by Tucker Mountain Road water 
run-off 

Maple Street And Tucker Mountain 
Road Water Issue

Peter Zak recently compiled a letter 
for the Select Board regarding the water 
coming down from Tucker Mountain 
Road. Zak, along with several of his 
neighbors, have been pumping water 
out of their properties because of the 
extra water runoff  from Tucker Moun-
tain Road. Zak would like all parties 
involved to fi nd a solution. Zak believes 
the pipes were not installed properly, 
During the last two storms, the water 
that has been running down is a brown 
silt. The water needs to be diverted. 
Zak believes it’s a simple and inexpen-
sive correction and won’t cause a hard-
ship on anyone. Zak believes the issue 
needs to be corrected for the safety of 
people. Zak indicated the other neigh-
bors involved are willing to work with 
the Town on this issue.

Friends Of The Northern Rail 
Trail:

Alex Bernhard, representing Friends 
of the Northern Rail Trail, discussed 
with the Board along with Chief 
Laramie the issues of allowing ATV’s 
on the current Rail Trail. The Board 
all agreed along with Chief Laramie 

that ATV use on the Rail Trail is not 
a compatible use. At this time, no mo-
torized traffi  c is allowed. The base for 
the Trail is not prepped for such ATV 
activity. ATV’s can cause signifi cant 
damage to the base. Additionally, safety 
is a concern for the bicyclists, walkers, 
horseback riders, etc. who regularly 
enjoy the use of this trail in our town. 
If ATV’s were allowed, the current 
population that uses this trail might 
end up doing their activities on the 
main roads instead, Laramie said there 
are currently no issues on the rail trail 
through Andover and he would like it to 
stay that way. The Board and Laramie 
agreed that ATV use on the rail trail is 
not good for Andover.

Bernhard requested the Board sign 
the “A Resolution Opposing ATV’s on 
the Northern Rail Trail in Andover” 
letter. Delaney made the motion to sign 
the letter. Blinn seconded the motion. 
All in favor. Motion passed. All three 
Select Board members signed the letter.

Temporary Food Cart:
Ben Saxon belongs to Capital City 

Chapter 19 of the Disabled American 
Veterans of New Hampshire. This is a 
non-profi t organization raising funds 
for Veterans. Saxon stated that because 
it is a non-profi t, the State does not re-
quire him to have a license for the mo-
bile food cart. However, Saxon would 
like to fi nd out if the Town requires a 
permit to set up the mobile food cart. 
Typically, they have been asked to set 
up the mobile food cart, but this is the 
fi rst time he is soliciting to set up the 
food cart. Saxon wants to abide by 
whatever laws he needs to be in compli-
ance to set up the mobile food cart.

Saxon spoke to the owner of the 
Blackwater Restaurant, Billy Sanborn, 
about putting a mobile food cart on the 
property while the restaurant is under-
going repairs due to a recent kitchen 
fi re. The Board reviewed the permis-
sion letter Sanborn wrote for Saxon to 
use the Blackwater Restaurant parking 
lot to set up his mobile food cart during 
reconstruction.
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