
The Andover Beacon • October 2017 • Page 17

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

students along the way. The means of 
transportation at that time would have 
been a horse drawn wagon or sleigh.

After looking over the names of 
the children in the school picture, and 
recognizing many of them, I thought it 
would be interesting to fi nd out where 
they were living in 1920 and to see if 
any of their relatives are still living in 
Andover.

Herbert & Bessie Taylor were living 
on Franklin Road, the second house 
east of Tucker Mountain Road (Val-
ley Road). Their brother, John Taylor, 
who was too young to be in the school 
picture, was a teacher at Franklin High 
School when I was a student there. 
Sharon Taylor Lefevbe, who lives on 
Flaghole Road, is the daughter of John 
Taylor.

Gerald & Harold Walker were liv-
ing on Flaghole Road in 1920, and I 
believe some of their relatives still live 
there. I remember Gerald and his fam-
ily, who were very active in town, and 
faithful members of the Grange, as was 
my mother.

Harold, Robert & Edith Keyser were 
living on Switch Road in 1920. Bill 
Keyser, who lives on Maple Street to-
day, is their nephew.

Tuttle Thompson was living on Ma-
ple Street in 1920, along with his broth-
ers Donald and Alan. There are many 
Thompson relatives still living in town 
today, including Alan’s son Mark.

Clarissa Graves was probably 
living at the family homestead on 
Taunton Hill in 1920. The Graves’ 
house was across the street from 
the Taunton Hill School, but it too, 
must have been temporarily closed at 
that time. According to Chaff ee, the 
Taunton Hill School was last used for 
24 weeks in 1924 – 1925. John Graves 
lives on Taunton Hill today, and is 
Clarissa’s nephew.

Marie Nelson would have been liv-
ing near the dam on Maple Street in 
1920. Marie later taught at Dyers Cross-

ing School, and for many years after 
that school closed, she taught at the 
East Andover Village School. Follow-
ing her marriage to Lawrence Rising, 
she lived a little farther up Maple Street 
(Peter Zak’s today). I don’t think there 
are any of Marie’s relatives living in the 
area today.

Arline Woodward was the aunt of 
Jerry Hersey’s mother, Pauline. Jerry is 
not sure where she would have been liv-
ing at that time.

Alta Rayno would have been living 
on Cilley Hill Road (Sam Hill Road) 
in 1920. She was a fi rst cousin to my 
mother (Dorothy Hersey LaPlante), 
and Jerry Hersey’s father (James 
Hersey, Sr.).

George Supernor lived on Frank-
lin Road, in the fi rst house east of the 
church. This house was originally the 
Village’s fi rst schoolhouse. It was later 
moved down the hill by oxen, and reno-
vated for family living.

I could fi nd very little about the fol-
lowing people, other than where they 
were living in 1920:

Roy & Bertha Jenkerson were living 
near the present town beach.

George Keniston was living on 
Plains Road, near the closed Boston 
Hill School.

Harry (?) Burley may have been liv-
ing on Flaghole Road.

George Supernor, John Wadleigh, 
Jr., Melba Merrill and Edith Cormier 
all lived on Franklin Road, not too far 
from the school.

Interestingly enough, my mother 
(Dorothy Hersey) and her younger 
brother (Samuel) should have attended 
the East Andover Village School in 
1920. Their parents, however, were 
not comfortable with them going to 
this bigger school with so many more 
pupils. Instead, Dorothy and Samu-
el were sent to the Pond School near 
Webster Lake in Franklin. It was a 
very long walk for them, but the stu-
dent population of the whole school 
was nine! 

School  from page 15

Through the Reading Glasses
Janet Moore, Library Trustee

Michael Chabon’s new book, 
“Moonglow,” sat around the house for 
almost a month before I could bring 
myself to fi nish it. Chunks at a time, I 
had fallen into his story and wondered, 
“Is this part true? Could it have hap-
pened that way?”

Soldier, engineer, and rocket enthu-
siast, Chabon’s grandfather married a 
Jewish Frenchwoman who barely sur-
vived WWII. Her bouts of madness, 
esp. the obsession with the “Skinless 
Horse,” tested the husband’s and daugh-
ter’s love at times, but the family held 
together, and what a crew it was. In this 
novel/memoir Chabon spends the fi nal 
week of his grandfather’s life listening 

to the passions and misadventures of a 
man whose war included the acciden-
tal discovery of hidden V-2 rockets-but 
where was Werner von Braun?

His memories unleashed and en-
hanced by powerful pain medication, 
Grandfather spins remarkable tales, 
leaving those of us who grew up in the 
space race 50′s and 60′s begging for 
more. And in every setting, I felt like a 
fl y on the wall-in the German forests, in 
a New York apartment, in the Florida of 
rocket science conferences and retire-
ment communities. Reading Chabon’s 
novels is really a matter of traveling fi rst 
class in his imagination; he’s a wonder-
ful writer who deserves your attention.

 

Andover Congregational Church 
News–October 2017

Press release
Where has the summer gone? Now, 

all of a sudden, – or so it seems – the 
days are getting shorter, the leaves are 
changing color (and falling) and the 
days and nights are cooler. God’s world 
is constantly changing!

The Missions Committee continues 
to keep very busy. In addition to collect-
ing over $500 for Aspire Woman’s Cen-
ter in Laconia (provides an alternative 
to women getting an abortion), they col-
lected and distributed school supplies to 
help students in Franklin.

Also, backpacks with school sup-
plies were delivered to AE/MS to be 
distributed to students. Thirty (30) 
Green Eggs and Ham books were giv-
en to each student entering the Kinder-
garten class. Most recently, our Church 
collected over $500 to be sent to Sa-
maritan’s Purse to assist the hurricane 
victims in Texas and Florida. We also 
continue to help out at the Twin Rivers 
Food Pantry the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. Call Linda McGrail (934-3896) 
if you would like to be a part of this.

An adult Sunday School class on the 
study of the “Book of Romans” began 
on September 10th and it’s not too late 
to join in. It’s held in the Grange Hall 

on Sunday mornings beginning around 
8:15 AM. Come join us in this study – 
coff ee is provided.

Wednesday morning Bible Study 
began on September 20th.. It runs from 
9:30 AM to about 11:15 AM. We wel-
come new people. If you would like to 
join us, call the Church offi  ce at 735-
5160 for further information.

Men’s Breakfast will start up again 
on October 14th at the Grange Hall. 
They are held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month, beginning around 8:15 AM. 
Come and enjoy good fellowship, an 
encouraging message and a delicious 
breakfast.

Our annual Christmas Fair and Bake 
Sale will be held on November 18th un-
der the direction of Donna Thompson. 
More on this next month.

We welcome new children to our 
Sunday School program. The time is 
9:30 AM – the same time as Church. 
Always feel free to call the Church of-
fi ce (735-5160) to speak with Pastor 
John Wagner for more information on 
what’s going on at the Church or if you 
need help in any way.

Thought for the day: “Feed your faith 
and your doubts will starve to death.” 
(Read Hebrews 10:39) 

BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!

Volunteers Power the Beacon!
Please join the team!


