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 New Main Curtain Installed 
at Franklin Opera House

Press release
Over the past several months, the 

Board of Directors of Franklin Opera 
House have tackled the need to re-
place the gold stage curtain which had 
served well for over 15 years. The cur-
tain’s fi re safety rating expired a few 
moths ago.

Through the generosity of private 
donors, a Go Fund Me campaign, large 
contributions from the Footlight The-
atre Board, the FHS Players, the New 
Hampshire Charitable Foundation, 
and the work of a remarkable crew of 
volunteers, a beautiful new burgundy 
curtain has replaced the old. The new 
curtain has a lifetime fi re retardant 
rating. Volunteers included members 
of Footlight Theatre, Franklin High 
School drama students, and members 
of the Opera House organization.

The Franklin Opera House had a vi-
brant presence in the City of Franklin 
from the late 1800′s until after World 
War II. Around that time, the popular-
ity of community based theater was in 
decline as people turned to television 
and commercial cinema. Thus, various 
city departments took over the space for 
offi  ces.

In 1999 a group of dedicated volun-

teers came together to form the Frank-
lin Opera House Restoration Com-
mittee, which evolved into a nonprofi t 
corporation, to reclaim and restore the 
House. By 2001, shows lit up the stage 
for the fi rst time in 30 years and the the-
ater continues to be a vital cultural cen-
ter for Central New Hampshire. Live 
theater is alive and well here!

The Opera House can be proud 
of its long history and celebrate the 
work of so many volunteers who 
have made it possible. Volunteer op-
portunities abound for anyone who 
would like to join this dedicated 
group, from ushering, maintenance, 
house management, refreshments or 
wherever you think your talent and 
interests might serve.

The next performance on Thursday, 
October 5 will be a one-time perfor-
mance of “Frankenstein” followed on 
Sunday, October 8 with a free com-
munity concert by the Carter Mountain 
Brass Band.

To learn more about the Opera 
House history and resurrection, visit: 
franklinoperahouse.org and be sure to 
check out the upcoming presentations. 
Come to enjoy local theater and help 
celebrate the new curtain. 

A new main drape has been installed at Franklin Opera House. Saige Grang-
er, a member of Franklin Footlght Theatre expresses her satisfaction!

New Hampshire to Celebrate 
Governor’s Arts Awards

Recognizes outstanding 
contributions to the arts
Press release

Tickets for the 2017 Governor’s Arts 
Awards, which recognize outstanding 
contributions to the arts in New Hamp-
shire, are now available. The event will 
take place Nov. 1, 5-7:30 PM at the New 
Hampshire Institute of Art in Manchester.

Nominees include individual artists, 
arts organizations and communities who 
contribute to New Hampshire’s creative 
economy in exemplary ways. In order to 
be considered for the award, nominees 
must reside in New Hampshire or have 
made signifi cant contributions to the arts 
while living in New Hampshire. Nomi-
nated organizations and communities 
must be located in the state.

Categories for the 2017 Governor’s 
Arts Awards are: Arts Education, Arts 
in Health, Creative Communities, Dis-
tinguished Arts Leadership, Folk Heri-
tage and Lotte Jacobi Living Treasure, 
a lifetime achievement award.

Berlin sculptor Andre Belanger de-
signed and created the awards, which 
are based on the State House dome eagle 
– the fi rst public art in the state. Unique 
and visually striking, the award has be-
come recognized within New Hamp-
shire’s arts community and beyond.

“The arts help attract visitors, busi-

nesses and families to our state by mak-
ing our communities vibrant, welcom-
ing and dynamic,” said Jeff rey Rose, 
commissioner of the Department of 
Natural and Cultural Resources. “Tak-
ing the time to congratulate artists, 
arts organizations and arts supporters 
through the Governor’s Arts Awards is 
one way to shine a spotlight on this im-
portant part of our economy.”

Limited tickets are available and are 
being sold through a partnership with 
the Palace Theatre. The event includes a 
light reception, music and dance; cost is 
$25 per ticket and tickets will not be sold 
at the door. Please visit palacetheatretick-
ets.org/AttractionDetail.aspx?id=771 or call 
603-668-5588 to order.

The New Hampshire State Council 
on the Arts is a division of the New 
Hampshire Department of Natural and 
Cultural Resources. It began in 1965 
with legislation designed “to insure 
that the role of the arts in the life of our 
communities will continue to grow and 
play an ever more signifi cant part in the 
education and welfare of our citizens.” 
Funding for programs is provided 
through state appropriations, a partner-
ship with the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the Conservation License 
Plate fund. Learn more about the New 
Hampshire State Council on the Arts at 
nh.gov/nharts. 
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“A”Across the street from 
Elkins Beach on Pleasant Lake”
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• We are a full service maintenance and repair ASE Blue Seal Shop with three 
Advanced Level Master Technicians.

• Tire sales, installation, fl at repairs and alignments.
• We’ll match dealer pricing for maintenance services to save you the time

and hassle of driving to the dealership.
• Free local pick-up, delivery and loaner cars available 

upon request.
• Loyalty program where every 6th oil change is FREE !
• Many discounts available including Colby-Sawyer, NLH, 

DHMC and AAA.
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