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State DOT 
Ten Year Plan

On August 23, the Department of 
Transportation presented the Ten 

Year Highway Improvement Plan to the 
Governor’s Advisory Commission on 
Intermodal Transportation (GACIT). 
The GACIT committee is made up of 
fi ve New Hampshire Executive Coun-
cilors and the Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) Commissioner.

The Executive Council initially set 
up 19 public hearings which has now 
grown to 24 hearings. In District 1 pub-
lic hearings have taken place in: Errol, 
Berlin, Conway, Lebanon, Littleton, 
Plymouth, Laconia and a joint meeting 
in Rochester. The only remaining pub-
lic hearing left in District 1 is in Clare-
mont on October 23. Each Councilor is 
responsible to preside over each hearing 
within their District.

The hearings are an opportunity for 
the Executive Councilors, and the New 
Hampshire DOT to obtain public com-
ment on transportation needs in the re-
gion, and specifi c feedback on the draft 
2019-2028 Ten Year Highway Improve-
ment Plan.

Throughout the GACIT public hear-
ings, Peter Stamnas, Director of Proj-
ect Development, has been making a 
comprehensive presentation on the Ten 
Year Highway Improvement Plan to in-
clude: GACIT Process Overview, Cur-
rent State of Infrastructure, Ten Year 
Highway Improvement Plan Funding 
Synopsis, Unfunded Needs and Supple-
ment Information Review. After each 
presentation, the Regional Planning 
Commissions have provided their input 
and Regional Philosophy on projects.

The Ten Year Highway Improve-
ment Plan was developed back in the 
1980s and it is mandated by State law. 
The process provides communities, 
NHDOT and GACIT direction as to 
what the State’s priorities are relative to 
transportation projects. The process re-
peats itself every two years, and as one 
cycle ends, the next cycle begins.

Following the public hearings this 
month, the Department will prepare a 
revised draft Ten Year Highway Im-
provement Plan for GACIT to adopt. 
Once adopted by GACIT, the Ten Year 
Highway Improvement Plan will be for-
warded to the Governor in December for 
his review and comments, and he will 
forward it to the Legislature in January 
of 2018. The Legislature will hold ad-
ditional hearings and enact the Ten Year 
Highway Improvement Plan into Law by 
June 2018.

Some general observations during 

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

this process is that the NHDOT has more 
projects than there is funding. The 2019 
to 2028 funding (state and federal) is on 
average 252 million per year, down from 
the current amount of 270 million per year. 
The Red List bridges have trended upward 
over the past seven years, the SB 367 has 
added funding for I-93, State Aid Bridges 
and TIFIA loan pledge for paving & bridge 
work. Debt service for I-93 is 2 million per 
year and increases to 23.4 million per year 
from 2026 to 2034. Transit funding totals 
324 million for an average of 32 million 
per year with funding primarily coming 
from the Federal Transit Administration.

The overall strategy of the Ten Year 
Highway Plan will focus on: pave-
ment preservation and maintenance, 
Red Listed bridges and preservation, 
dedicate SB 367 funds for TIFIA loan 
pledged to rural roads and bridges, 
completion of I-93 and funding for Exit 
4A, and heightened fi nancial constraint 
to increase levels of accountability, pre-
dictability and ability to deliver.

Written comments regarding this 
current Draft Ten Highway Improve-
ment Plan may be submitted through 
November 6 to NHDOT. The address 
is NHDOT, 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, 
New Hampshire 03302. Attention: Bill 
Watson. https://www.nh.gov/dot/

Joseph D. Kenney
Executive Councilor District 1

Representative Wells 
Responds to David 

Karrick Article

As your Representative for Merrimack 
25, Andover, Danbury, Salisbury, 

Warner and Webster, I need to respond to 
an article that David Karrick posted last 
month in several local newspapers.

His concern is over SB3, which will 
close the Domicile Loophole voting in 
NH. He states that the Hillsborough Court 
has “introduced some sanity” by ruling on 
the penalties. First, I want to say there is 
an Injunction which is scheduled for the 
end of October, and we will see where this 
goes. But let’s check what is already on the 
NH Election Laws. RSA659:34, “Wrong-
ful Voting: Penalties for Voter Fraud”. “A 
person is subject to a civil penalty not to 
exceed $5,000 if such person purposely or 
knowingly makes a false material state-
ment regarding his or her qualifi cations as 
a voter to an election offi  cer…” “A person 

See Letters  on page 10

Is a “Green” Vehicle For You?
New Green Car 
Guide available
Larry Chase

Thinking about purchasing or leas-
ing a vehicle that burns less gasoline(or 
none at all) – either to save money, or 
because of environmental concerns, or 
both? Then take a close look at the 2017 

edition of the American Automobile 
Association’s Green Car Guide, now 
available in both of Andover’s public 
libraries.

Donated to the Andover Energy 

Group by the Concord-based AAA of 
Northern New England, the guide is a 
160 page compendium of information 
about all kinds of “green” vehicles: hy-
brids, electrics, fl exible fuels, diesels, 
and PZEVs (partial zero emission ve-
hicles).

Background information is provid-
ed for each variety, and the diff erently 

powered vehicles are grouped 
for comparison by vehicle body 
type: subcompact, compact, 
midsize, large, pickups and 
SUVs. An overall scorecard 
ranks the vehicles tested from 1 
to 65 based on test results. The 
top-ranking fi ve: Tesla Model 
X, Volvo XC 90 T-8 E-AWD, 
Chevrolet Bolt EV, and Tesla 
Model S 60.

Other chapters provide valu-
able information on topics such 
as “Choosing the right vehicle 
for you,” “What’s on the hori-
zon,” “How safe is your vehi-

cle,” and “Saving fuel when you drive.”
If the guide (pictured) is not promi-

nently displayed when you enter the 
library, just ask the librarian where to 
fi nd it. It’s worth reading! 

The Green Car Guide is now available at both 
Andover libraries thanks to a donation by 
AAA of Northern New England. Photo: Larry 
Chase

TTHANK YOU,HANK YOU,
VETERANS!VETERANS!
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