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“Tech & Tea” Off ered at the
East Andover Library

Second and 4th Thurs-
days of the month
Susan Chase

Residents who wish they knew how 
to use ebooks and audiobooks on their 
computer, smart phone or tablet but 
aren’t quite sure how to do it, are en-
couraged to stop in at the Bachelder 

Library, 12 Chase Hill Road in East 
Andover, at 6:30 . . on the 2nd and 
4th Thursdays of the month for “Tech 
& Tea.” Librarian Laura Paulson will 
answer questions and get you started, 
along with off ering a cup of tea if you 
like. Bring your laptop or device. For 
more information, call the library at 
735-5076. 

is guilty of class B felony if at any election 
such person purposely or knowingly votes 
more than once for any offi  ce…” My point 
is penalties by the State of NH are already 
on the books. SB3 is only closing a domi-
cile loophole that is to prove you live where 
you say you live, not due to vague interpre-
tations that had been changed in 2007. 

He gives statements about it being a 
“deterrent on the right to vote”, pictur-
ing the next presidential election, causing 
long lines and of course, the disenfran-
chised voter. Those comments led me to 
go visit Secretary Bill Gardner for facts, 
not “comments”. Mr. Gardner pointed 
out an article he had on fi le from 2012. In 
2011, the Legislator passed the bill requir-
ing photo identifi cation at the ballot box. 
It was felt to be a balancing act between 
a person’s right to vote and a prohibition 
on those not qualifi ed. It was stated that 
opponents far outweighed the supporters. 
“They said far more people will be dis-
couraged from voting or disenfranchised 
than any amount of voter fraud the bill 
seeks to stop.” “Opponents argued requir-
ing photo identifi cation makes it harder 
for the elderly, the poor, the disabled, col-
lege students and minorities to vote.” 

Now let’s have the facts: NH was 
14.2% above the country (in voter turn-
out) in 2012 and 14.5% above the coun-
try as a whole in 2016. In 1980, based on 
Vote for Highest Offi  ce Divided by Vot-
ing Eligible Population, NH ranked 21st 
in voter turnout. In 2012, NH was ranked 
4th in the country (70.2%), but in 2016 it 
came in 2nd (71.4%) to Minnesota.

In the recent Laconia elections, of 
those registered only 3 people needed to 
fi ll out the back of the new form which 
they did, came back with their domicile 
proof, end of story. In Manchester’s re-
cent primary, only 14 people needed to 
fi ll out the back of the forms, which 1/2 
had come back with proof. I picked up 
a copy of the new forms which is called 
the “Verifi able Action of Domicile”. Ini-
tialing which paragraph fi ts that persons 
needs, and then a signature. The other 
form has a checklist for the person to fi ll 

out if they need to have proof of domi-
cile. “Only ONE item on the list is re-
quired to demonstrate a verifi able act.”

SB3 takes the step of requiring proof 
that you are who you say you are and you 
are not just passing through the state. I 
really don’t see how this is so upset-
ting. Again, it only takes a few votes to 
change an election. We had this in our 
own Merrimack County, and that is why 
this domicile loophole must be closed.

Remember, NO ONE is denied 
their ballot to vote in the State of New 
Hampshire. Yes, I am proud also to be 
the First In The Nation State, and as 
such, integrity matters.

Our Mr. Garder is the country’s longest 
serving Secretary of State. He pointed out 
in regard to close elections, 11 ended in a 
tie, 32 were decided by one vote, and 202 
were decidedly by fewer than 10 votes. 
Therefore, from Secretary Gardner, “I 
am witness that every vote matters, and 
there doesn’t need to be massive voter 
fraud to sway the outcome.” He went on 
to say in regards to voter turnout, making 
voting easier by itself does not result in 
higher turnout. The ease of voting must 
be balanced with security and integrity. 
Automatic voter registration is not going 
to get more people to vote. It is the will of 
the voter. It is the value that the voter sees 
in actually doing it that is the key to get-
ting more people to vote.

The NH Legislators have taken one 
small step. Many others can be consid-
ered, but at this time please know this is 
not disenfranchising voters, it is giving 
integrity to our elections.

Separate from this conversation, I just 
want to say I feel proud having worked 
with several diff erent constituents this 
past summer. I hope I am making a dif-
ference in their lives, as they have en-
riched mine also. Diff erent committees 
have been working on retained bills over 
the summer, and being a member of 
Election Law, we are doing the same. 

If you have a need to reach out to 
me, please email me at natalie.wells@leg.
state.nh.usor call me at 603-456-2873.

Sincerely,

Representative Natalie Wells
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Koo Koo Land, a searing memoir about growing up in Manchester, NH, 
has received rave reviews. Author Gloria Norris talked about her book 

and signed copies at the Bachelder Library in East Andover on October 19. 

Press release
Holiday Story-time and Sing Along

Join us for an evening of holiday 
stories and songs on December 19 at 7 
. . at the Batchelder Library in East 

Andover. Families of all ages are invited!
We’d love some audience participation. 

You can bring a favorite holiday picture 
book from home or read from one of ours. 
Christmas Cookie Swap

Want a variety of cookies for the holi-
days? Then join us Monday, December 
4th at 7 . . at the Andover Public Library.

If you’d like to take part in this event, 
please bring 4 dozen cookies--3 to swap and 
1 to share. Sample the treats before thought-
fully and carefully mulling over which ones 
to take home. Please bring enough contain-
ers to bring home 3 dozen cookies.

Festive beverages will be provided. 

Holiday Activities 
Planned at Andover Libraries

We enjoy our job because insurance is confusing, some situations lack 
transparency, policyholders end up feeling like a number... 

. . .And we're able to fix all of that.

We don't enjoy our job because we think insurance is great.

 WILMOT, N.H.

 Chimney 
 Sweeps & 
 Inspection

 Valle Professional Home & Chimney,  LLC
 FULL   SERVICE   HOME   NEEDS   &   REPAIRS  

 –  ATTENTION   TO   DETAIL  –
 .Gas, Pellet  &  Wood Stove  .Sales  &  Service  .Pre-fab Chimneys  

 .Fireplaces  .Caps  .Liners  .Masonry  .Water Proofing
  “ PROBLEM   SOLVER ”      INSURED  ~  REFERENCES

 603-526-7233
 Valleconstrux@gmail.com

Complete
Chimney Service

INSTALLATIONS


