
The Andover Beacon • November 2017 • Page 15

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

The following items were reviewed:
Verizon engineers reviewed the let-

ter from C Squared Systems dated Sep-
tember 15, 2017 in Verizon’s revised 
application that states that alternatives 
to a monopole primary transmitter 
would not be technologically feasible 
to accomplish the coverage objectives 
sought. Verizon confi rmed that it had 
considered these alternatives, as well as 
alternative tower sights, but that none 
were as suitable from a technological/
coverage perspective as this one.

A member of the public asked if the 
coverage goals could be met by boosting 
signals on existing towers, and Verizon 
explained that it had maximized signal 
strength on those currently, such that the 
coverage goals would not be met.

Verizon was asked how many 
Andover residences and businesses 
would gain coverage with the new tower 
when previously they had not. Verizon 
estimates 250, but possibly up to 500.

The newly included tree survey re-
quired by Paragraph 6.1D of Article XII 
of the Andover Zoning Ordinance (such 
Article, the “Cell Tower Ordinance”) 
was reviewed. The survey found that 
the average surrounding tree height is 69 
feet, so Verizon is seeking two variances 
from the Cell Tower Ordinance’s height 
restriction, one for 6.1A that declares “In 
no case shall a Personal Wireless Service 
Facility exceed one hundred (100) feet in 
height” and 6.1D that states that towers 
shall not project higher than ten (10) feet 
above the average tree canopy. In this 
latter case, Verizon is seeking a variance 
for 41 feet, since the canopy is 69 feet 
plus the 10 foot allowance makes 79 feet 
maximum, which is 41 feet less than the 
120 feet Verizon proposes.

Since Verizon had earlier explained 
that the 120 feet was sought to allow 
for up to three collocators, Verizon was 
asked if it had commitments from any. 
Verizon said no, but that in its experi-
ence Verizon typically fi lls its collo-
cation sites. Verizon was asked if the 
tower could be built initially at a con-
forming height with extensions added 
once collocators commit. This question 
was not addressed.

It was noted that the forest buff er 
around the tower, including the ease-
ment to protect the forest buff er as pro-
vided for under Paragraphs 7.1F and 7.6 
of the Cell Tower Ordinance, is a criti-
cal consideration for the Planning Board 
to determine appropriateness in light of 
the Andover Master Plan and the Cell 
Tower Ordinance. The Master Plan has 
an explicit priority to preserve views, 
especially along Andover’s major high-
ways, which states: “forested hillsides 
and ridgelines with little or no visual evi-
dence of human presence are a vital ele-
ment of Andover’s rural character.”

Verizon agreed to correct the defi ni-
tion of the tree buff er easement bound-
ary in its draft easement document pro-
vided with the revised packet to refl ect 
the defi nition set out in Paragraph 6.1F 
(“150′ from the mount, security barrier, 

or designated clear area for access to 
equipment, whichever is greatest.”).

It was noted that buff ering the access 
road to the tower site with trees is also 
essential to upholding the Master Plan’s 
directive to preserve views along An-
dover’s gateways. It was suggested that 
the tree buff er easement from the Town 
extend beyond the 150′ requirement of 
the Ordinance down the steep slope to 
Route 11, covering the triangle formed 
by the access road, the boundary with 
Belletetes, and Route 11. The rationale 
for this is that the Town has no intention 
to develop this area and had begun to 
consider it for a conservation easement, 
and it would provide reassurance that the 
gateway to the Town would not change. 
(Note – the full conservation easement 
could still be completed at some later 
time). Verizon had no objection, pro-
vided conclusion of this extended ease-
ment would not unduly delay approval 
and construction, and Dave Blinn agreed 
to raise this suggestion with the Select 
Board and Town Counsel, also in view 
of the breadth of authorization by Town 
Meeting for the Select Board to negoti-
ate and implement the lease arrangement 
for the cell tower. It is also noted that 
paragraph 6.1D authorizes the Planning 
Board to stipulate a larger forest buff er 
easement: “The Planning Board shall 
have the authority to decrease, relocate, 
or alter the required buff er based on site 
condition.” Since protection of the sight-
line from the highway is a Master Plan 
priority, the Planning Board deems ex-
tending the easement down the slope to 
Route 11 appropriate under this authority.

Mary Anne Broshek spoke on behalf 
of the Conservation Commission and 
noted again that the overall parcel was 
under consideration for a potential con-
servation easement and was viewed as a 
priority area for wildlife and as a wildlife 
corridor. It was noted that the access road, 
though a disruption, would be little used 
and should not impair wildlife move-
ment, that the site would be restored ma-
terially to its prior condition at the end of 
the lease, and that the easement requir-
ing the tree buff er, including potentially 
the extended easement proposed earlier, 
could act to protect wildlife and meet 
some if not all of the conservation objec-
tives raised. It was further noted that the 
tower and access road are remote from 
Bog Pond and should have no impact on 
water resources.

The session closed with a recapitula-
tion of Verizon’s commitments to make 
the following corrections or supply the 
following items:

· Revisions/corrections of applica-
tion/cover letter, including with regard 
to the 41′ variance requested

· Revision of the letter providing 
further reassurance that the tower will 
not be lit: fi rst, Verizon has already 
represented that it will not add light, 
second, in its experience, no tower of 
the proposed height has been or should 
be, under FAA or other relevant rules, 
required to be lit, and third, Verizon 
is taking all steps to confi rm with the 
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Annual pie sale and
raffl es planned
Mary Ofenloch, ASC President

November is the time of year when 
we prepare for Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, and the New Year. The ladies of 
ASC are diligently shopping for the 
many ingredients needed to bake the 
large assortment of delicious pies which 
will be sold at the annual ASC Thanks-
giving Pie Sale. Come to Circle K in 
Potter Place on Tuesday, November 21 
and Wednesday, November 22. Your 
Thanksgiving dinner would not be 
complete without a yummy pie baked 
by an ASC member.

The annual Gifts Galore raffl  e is un-
derway. A basket of fi ne gifts and gift 
certifi cates donated by local businesses 
and individuals will be yours if you are 
holding the winning tickets, which will 
be drawn on December 13 at the an-
nual Christmas luncheon to be held at 
74 Main in New London. Tickets are $1 
each or six for $5. You need not be pres-
ent to win. Tickets may be purchased at 
the ASC Thrift Shop, the Thanksgiving 
Pie Sale, or from an ASC member.

Last October 28, the ASC Christmas 
in October Jingle Bell Fair took place 
at AE/MS. 35 professional artisans 
and crafters displayed and sold their 

handiwork to shoppers who wanted to 
purchase one-of-a-kind gifts. This was 
the third art and craft fair held by ASC. 
Shoppers also were able to buy deli-
cious homemade baked goodies, coff ee, 
and tea to enjoy while shopping, or to 
take home with them for their family’s 
enjoyment.

However, I was shocked and dis-
mayed to learn that sometime before 
the fair, someone had removed all of the 
ASC fair posters from every business 
in Andover and East Andover where 
ASC members had placed them. All of 
the ladies work very hard to make our 
events a success, because the income 
from events, such as the art & craft fair, 
are given back to the community in 
the form of merit scholarships to high 
school seniors and continuing educa-
tion college students, as well as to 11 
nonprofi t groups in Andover, Danbury, 
the COA, and Child/Family Services. I 
would like to know who removed them 
and the reason for doing so.

The ASC is a registered 501(c) (3) 
non-profi t organization, therefore all 
donations are tax-deductible. I wish to 
express my gratitude to everyone who 
has supported ASC events throughout 
the years. Without your support we 
could not fulfi ll our mission of service 
to the community. 


