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Learn About the 2015 New
Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan

Thursday, November 16 
at 6:30 P.M. in Wilmot
Press release

Join Ausbon Sargent Land Pres-
ervation Trust and UNH Coopera-
tive Extension to learn more about the 
New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan 
and how your community can use this 
document. The New Hampshire Wild-
life Action Plan, fi rst developed in 2005 
and updated in 2015, is a blueprint for 
conserving wildlife species and their 
habitats in New Hampshire. The plan 
includes information and data on the 
state’s Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need (SGCN) and the critical habitats 
that support these species, as well as 
habitat maps for the entire state. Come 

learn as Amanda Stone and Haley An-
dreozzi, Cooperative Extension Spe-
cialists, share how you can use this 
information to take your community’s 
wildlife and conservation eff orts to the 
next level. We will provide an overview 
of the New Hampshire Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan data, information and wildlife 
maps, and discuss actions you can take 
to help New Hampshire’s wildlife and 
habitats in your community. We will 
also have a hands-on session looking at 
the wildlife maps for the towns in the 
ASLPT region and discussing actions 
your community can take.This event will 
take place at the Wilmot Community 
Association Red Barn. Please RSVP to 
Kristy Heath by calling 526-6555 or e-
mail kheath@ausbonsargent.org 

Meadow Farm in Danbury.
Historically, the Northern Railroad did 

an impressive job of engineering ditches 
and culverts to keep water from eroding 
the rail bed. But over the years since rail 
service ended in the 1970′s, culverts have 
become blocked and ditches have been 
fi lled with silt. We hope that with annual 
maintenance we will be able to keep up 
with Nature’s changes to the Trail.

To this end, rail trail volunteer Ricker 
Miller of Andover worked with Mark 
Thompson Excavating early in 
the summer to restore the rail-
road ditch near the Fire Station in 
East Andover to keep water fl ow-
ing alongside rather than running 
across the Trail. They also rebuilt 
an old drain at the crossing of 
Channel Road.

In September, Jon Cham-
pagne of Andover was called on 
to clean a number of other cul-
verts in Andover, Wilmot and 
Danbury, and to do 400 feet of re-
surfacing just north of Jack Wells 
Rd. in Danbury, using our chosen 
formula of 3/8′s size stone dust or 
less mix of organics and stone.

In Danbury, culverts were 
cleared and the entrances and 
exits to them completely redug. 
At Eagle Pond, the eff ort to 
complete the task of clearing was even 
more daunting. All the culverts were 
found to be completely plugged and in 
some instances the exits were buried to 
the point that it took some digging just 
to fi nd them. At long last, clearing was 
accomplished by Jon’s pressured water 
blasting system. According to Chris, 
“Jon’s mantra to me and to his crew was 
that they would get it done right, whatev-
er it took.” It is this kind of commitment 
that FNRT-MC is so grateful for.

There are safety issues that arise. Holes 
large enough to trip up a horse, shoe or 
bicycle have appeared in the decking of 
various bridges over time. FNRT-MC 
wishes to thank the Andover Snowmo-
bile Club for replacing planking on two 

Andover bridges earlier in the summer.
In August, Mark Thompson Exca-

vating was called on again to improve 
the safety of the Lawrence St. tunnel at 
Blackwater Park. The company resur-
faced the bed within and took addition-
al steps to manage runoff  outside the 
culvert by putting rock where topsoil 
had washed away. Options to light the 
tunnel are also being considered. 

Finally, FNRT-MC contracted with 
another of its favorite go-to problem solv-
ers, Rodney Judkins of Lakeview Con-
tractors in Franklin solve safety prob-

lems at the Bridge Street and Potter Place 
bridges. In the case of the bridge closest 
to the covered bridge on Bridge Street, 
decking was extended and fi tted to cover 
gaps at the side of the rail bed that had 
long been considered a danger. And the 
broken railings on the bridge just east of 
Potter Place were replaced and improved 
on to make that bridge safer too.

According to Chris, “huge kudos to 
Rodney Judkins and Jon Champagne 
for the usual excellence we have come 
to expect in their work and their desire 
to satisfy those expectations, often un-
der some very diffi  cult circumstances.” 
The FNRT-MC’s board concur whole-
heartedly. 

A worker used a high pressure water hose to 
open a drainge culvert on the Rail Trail
 Photo: Chris NOrris
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Beaver Deceiver Installed at Sucker 
Brook on Valley Road

System prevents Beavers 
from blocking water fl ow
Steve Foley, Ed Hiller

The Town has installed a “Beaver 
Deceiver” at the Sucker Brook bridge 
on Valley Road in East Andover. Local 
resident Ed Hiller reported that there 
have been beaver problems at this loca-
tion for the 46 years he has lived in the 
area. Hiller also said that in the past the 
problem was taken care of by trapping 
the beavers. It is harder to fi nd trappers 
these days as there is less demand for 
the pelts.

Select Board member, Vicky 
Mishcon told Hiller that this is the 10th 
installation in Andover, and the success 
over the last 10 years has been great.

According to beaversww.org (Bea-
vers, Wetlands & Wildlife) the “Beaver 
Deceiver” concept was conceived by 
Skip Lyle of Vermont in the 1990′s. The 

fi rst ones were employed in the Penob-
scot Indian Nation lands in Maine.

The devices are supposed to discour-
age beavers from damming a culvert or 
smaller opening under a bridge. Some 
are designed to prevent the beavears 
from being able to dam up the opening. 
A large cage type assembly is usually 
used which force the beavers to damn 
all around it, signifi cantly increasing the 
amount of work for them. The shape of 
the cage can also makes dam building 
diffi  cult to sustain. 

The unit installed in East Andover is 
a large metal cage set up stream from the 
bridge. There is a large pipe connected 
to the cage which runs down under the 
bridge. Even if the bridge opening was 
dammed up, the water would still fl ow 
through the pipe preventing the water 
level from rising. Hopefully, any beavers 
would become discouraged and look for 
another location to inhabit. 

A “beaver deceiver” was installed on the upstream side of the Sucker Brook 
Bridge on Valley Road in East Andover. The device, which is hard to see with 
the recent high water, will not allow the water level to rise even if beavers 
block the fl ow under the bridge.  Photo: Steve Foley

Check AndoverBeacon.com!
The latest news is posted at AndoverBeacon.com every day!


