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Local writer, Amy Makechnie, has recently signed a contract with Simon and 
Schuster to publish her novel entitled The Unforgettable Guinevere St. Clair.

An interview with Amy 
Makechnie
Steve Foley

Andover resident, Amy Makechnie, 
has signed a contract with Simon and 
Schuster to publish her novel, The Un-
forgettable Guinevere St. Clair. Make-
chnie has lived in Andover for about 
twenty years, having moved here with 
her husband Gregor who had accepted 
a teaching job at Proctor Academy fol-
lowing his college graduation. Make-
chnie grew up in Nebraska and then 
attended Brigham Young University in 
Provo, Utah where she met her husband. 
In addition to writing, she is the mother 
of four children, volunteer soccer coach, 
leader of the Young Women’s Organiza-
tion at her church and teaches a class at 
Proctor Academy. She also is a nutrition 
specialist and works with the athletic 
teams at Proctor. She took time out of 
her busy schedule to answer some ques-
tions about the book and her writing.

SDF: Has writing a novel been a 
long-time goal of yours, or is it some-
thing that took root more recently?

AM: I’ve been writing quite serious-
ly for the last ten years. My fi rst novel 
was really just a glorifi ed autobiogra-
phy. I didn’t know how to write a book! 
I had never studied story structure, nar-
rative arc, theme, how to plot, etc. There 
was a steep learning curve. After que-
rying literary agents with no success, I 
realized I should either quit or write an-
other novel. I wrote The Unforgettable 
Guinevere St. Clair.

SDF: Which came fi rst, the idea for 
the story or the desire to write a novel? 

AM: The idea always always comes 
fi rst for me. Ideas are fun and exciting. 
Writing is much harder; the blank page 
is often torturous. I usually start by tak-
ing lots of notes on notecards and jotting 
down quotes and ideas in notebooks. 
This goes on for months. Some story 
ideas stick, some don’t. If the story won’t 
leave me alone, I fi nally sit down and 
start putting those notes in a document 
which becomes the bones of a novel.
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Clair is based on the true events of a 
woman I knew who suff ered a traumat-
ic brain injury, leaving her unable to re-
member anything after the age of 13. I 
was fi xated on the relationship between 
an incredibly patient husband and a 
wife, who could not remember him or 
their children. It was a story I could not 
let go of. I wrote a fi ctional story from 
the point of view of a child and what it 
might be like to be literally “forgotten.” 

SDF: I know that you have written a 
lot in your personal blog and that you have 
had some articles published. What else 
have you written that you are proud of? 

AM: My blog (maisymak.com) was a 
terrifi c exercise for me to practice writ-
ing on a regular basis and to get positive 
feedback that was relatively low stakes. 
It gave me the confi dence to start sub-
mitting non-fi ction articles and essays 
on-line, which was higher stakes. I 
LOVE writing about people, so in that 
sense, non-fi ction is more natural and 
easier for me. One of my most treasured 
pieces is a eulogy I was asked to write 
and deliver. Life stories fascinate me. I 
have found that most lives can easily be 
spun into a fi ctional story, which is how 
all of my novels have started - inspira-

This is the cover art for Amy Makech-
nie’s fi rst published novel. 

See Novel  on page 15

Through the Reading Glasses
Janet Moore

Susan Cooper wrote The Shortest 
Day for the annual production of the 
Winter Revels, held in Cambridge, MA 
in 1977. With apologies to the author for 
scrunching it up a bit, I off er it as a cel-
ebration of December 21st, the winter 
solstice and our shortest day this year.

 “So the shortest day came,
and the year died,

And everywhere down the
centuries of the snow-white world,

Came people singing, dancing,
to drive the dark away.

 They lighted candles in the winter 
trees; they hung their homes

with evergreen.

They burned beseeching fi res all 
night long to keep the year alive.

 And when the new year’s sunshine 
blazed awake they shouted, reveling.

Through all the frosty ages you 
can hear them echoing,

behind us-listen!
All the long echoes sing the same 

delight this shortest day
As promise wakens in 

the sleeping land.
They carol, feast, give thanks, and 

dearly love their friends, 
and hope for peace.

And so do we, here, now, this year, 
and every year. Welcome, Yule!”

 

Andover Public Library

New Acquisitions
December/January 2017 Beacon

Adult Fiction
Necessary Lies,  Diane Chamberlin
The Waters of Eternal Youth,  Donna 

Leon
Adult Nonfi ction
Just Mercy,  Bryan Stevenson
Dark Money: the hidden history of 

the billionaires behind the rise of 
the radical right,  Jane Mayer

On My Own,  Diane Rehm
Betrayal: the crisis in the Catholic 

Church,  the investigative staff  of 
the Boston Globe,  ,  

When Breath Becomes Air,  Paul 
Kalanithi

Children
Scientifi c Inquiry in Action: Chemi-

cal Reaction,  Mary Ann Hoff man
Pythons,  Don Rathaus
Leonardo da Vinci,  Linda Cernak
Sheep,  Megan Kopp
Glow: animals with their own night 

lights,  W. H. Beck
Pete the Cat and the Bedtime Blues, 

 Kim Dean
DVDs
Alice’s Restaurant

Tax Preparation Volunteers Urgently Needed
Additional volunteers are needed for income tax preparation in New London, 
Andover, and Newport. Presently there are 12 volunteers. Volunteers of all 
ages and backgrounds are welcome. You don’t need to be an AARP member 
or be a retiree to volunteer.
“The AARP Tax-Aide program is a wonderful resource for the American tax-
payer,” said Ron Koron, local coordinator. “AARP Tax-Aide volunteers get a 
great deal of satisfaction from helping people deal with the challenges of pre-
paring their tax forms. If you want to help others with their tax returns, this is 
the program for you.”
We need individual who have some basic income tax preparation experience 
together with good computer skills. AARP Tax-Aide tax volunteers receive 
comprehensive training in cooperation with the Internal Revenue Service. 
You will work two half days a week beginning February 1, 2018. After training 
and passing a written test (open book) you will become certifi ed to prepare 
tax returns. 
If you are interested, call Ron Koron at (603) 526-8018 or Jeff  North at 
(603) 748-7441.

Granny Judy’s 
Kitchen, 

Breakfast 

served all dayCome and enjoy our comfort foods: 
Yankee Pot Roast, Seafood Chowder, 

Hot Soups, Lobster Rolls,
Plus Daily Specials

71 North Main Street • Franklin, NH
Telephone: (603) 934-4404

Open Tues. thru Sat. 
6:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.

Closed Sun. & Mon.
for worship, family and rest

Website: GrannyJudys.com 
Like us on 


