
The Andover Beacon • Holidays 2017 • Page 13

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

735-5232
Marceau & Sons Trucking LLC

Asphalt Paving & Sitework
East Andover NH 03231

••••• PPPllowiing
••• Sanding

••• Snow Banks 
Pushed Back

••• Driveways 
Widened

••••• SSSnnooww RReemmooovvvaaaaallllll

Free 
Estimates
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CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING
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526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Harness & Tack Repair

Ariens Lawnmowers and Snowblowers
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407

OLD NEWSPAPER CLIPPING (note 1913 date) from a family scrapbook 
now owned by Karen Hanson of Andover. Anyone know where the “the 
Opera House” was located? Larry Chase

An Andover Inventor in the
Early Industrial Age, 1817-18

John Bryant won patents 
in textile manufacturing
John A. Hodgson
Andover Historical Society

 Today we tend to think of the Indus-
trial Revolution as an urban phenom-
enon, a great social and cultural change 
associated with the rise of the “mill 
towns” of New England. The places that 
epitomize that revolution in our regional 
landscape would then seem to be the 
planned factory cities on the Merrimack 
River, preeminently Manchester, New 
Hampshire and Lowell, Massachusetts. 
But the very fact that these cities were 
planned – were, two centuries after the 
founding of Boston, “new” – should re-
mind us that their origins lie elsewhere. 
The great mill complexes of those hy-
dropower cities arose because new tech-
nologies of manufacturing made them 
possible and even inevitable; those cities 
represented the fl owering of the Indus-
trial Revolution, not its roots. The revo-
lution was born and nurtured in the little 
mills and workshops and barns where 
local tinkerers set their minds and hands 
to the task of mechanizing or improv-
ing a familiar process such as spinning, 
weaving, carding, or napping cloth.

Wherever a mill stood, then – and this 
could be almost anywhere an adequate 
head of water was available – some in-
quisitive and enterprising owner or 
worker or neighbor might be toying with 
schemes to upgrade or even transform 
its operations. Especially throughout the 
northeast – the innovating spirit was less 
powerful in the mid-Atlantic states and 
never took hold in the Deep South -- me-
chanical tinkering of this kind was wide-
spread. During the period between 1810 
and 1820, for example, many successful 

patents relating to the manufacturing 
of cloth were fi led from the larger cit-
ies – Boston, Philadelphia, Providence, 
Hartford. But a great many such patents 
also came in from a remarkably wide va-
riety of little villages, places like Poult-
ney, Vermont; Manlius, New York; and 
Andover, New Hampshire.

The Andover inventor who won a 
patent for his cloth shearing and napping 
machine was John J. Bryant, who lived 
and worked in East Andover. He was a 
young man – indeed, surprisingly young 
for a skillful machinist and patentee: 
when he invented his new machinery 
he was only eighteen or nineteen years 
old, and he was still no more than twenty 
when he received his patent in 1818. He 
and his slightly younger brother, Jeremy 
Y. Bryant, left their home in Newmarket 
in 1816 or 1817 and came to Andover 
to build new lives for themselves here. 
Since neither of them had yet reached the 
age of majority, their father must have 
cooperated with them to “give them their 
time” until they turned 21; this kind of 
not-unusual legal arrangement would 
enable his sons to keep their own wages 
and enter into contracts, while also mak-
ing them liable for their own debts. Pre-
sumably, all the Bryants were confi dent 
that these two resourceful young men 
were already fully capable of making 
their way in the world independently.

John and Jeremy Bryant seem to have 
lived somewhere on Maple Street, for an 
old court record notes that John’s property 
was bounded on the south by “lune Pond” 
– that is, Loon Pond, the old name for 
Highland Lake. They worked in the small 
complex of mills at the outlet of the lake. 
Eastman, in his history of Andover, tells 
us that they were “proprietors of the full-

See Inventor  on page 13

See Inventor  on page 28


