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Andover Congregational
Church News, December 2017

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 7 P.M.
Sandy Miller
Andover Congregational Church

The Advent season is a busy time 
for Christians. We began this season on 
December 3rd with the lighting of the 
Advent candle and a reading of the ap-
propriate scripture for that week. The 
four candles we light up on consecu-
tive Sundays represent Peace, Joy, Love 
and Hope. The fi nal candle, the Christ 
Candle, will be lit at our Christmas Eve 
service on December 24th. This service 
starts at 7:00 . . and includes lots of 
favorite Christmas Carols and an uplift-
ing message. We invite you all to attend 
this service and share in the joy of the 
Savior’s birth and give praise for the 
wonderful gift of life and love He off ers 
for each of us.

We also plan on going to various 
houses (elderly, shut-ins) for Christmas 
Caroling. The date will be December 
17th, probably beginning at 4:00 or 5:00 
. .. Call the Church offi  ce for more 

information on this. A group from the 
Church also goes singing at Peabody 

and Mountain Ridge nursing homes the 
fi rst Sunday of each month (1:30 . .) 
New voices would be most welcome. 

 Our Samaritan’s Purse (Operation 
Christmas Child) undertaking was 
very successful, Almost 60 shoeboxes 
were put together with needy items by 
Church members and friends. Thanks 
to all who helped, and a special thank 
you to Joyce Bourdon for overseeing 
this mission. We also continue to bring 
food as well as help out at the Twin Riv-
ers food pantry. 

We hope to see you at our Christ-
mas Eve Services (regular one at 9:30 
AM and special service at 7 . .). Al-
ways feel free to call the Church offi  ce 
at 735-5160 to speak with Pastor John 
Wagner for more information on what’s 
going on at the Church or if you need 
help in any way. Our Church service 
and Sunday School begin at 9:30 AM 
every Sunday.

To one and all - our best wishes for 
a Joyous, Peace-fi lled Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year!

Thought for the day: “The heart is 
happiest when it beats for others” (Read 
John 15:13) 

the bookkeeper.
An Intent to cut for Theodore signed 

by all three Board members
A Timber Tax Bill for Rita Havens 

signed by all three Board members
Work Session:
The next work session to discuss sal-

aries and wages will be on Wednesday, 
October 18, 2017, 2 to 4 . ..

OPEN HOUSE DISCUSSION
On Monday, October 23, 2017 at 

6:15 . . an Open House took place 
as a Question and Answer discussion 
for residents to gather information on 
next year’s budget before Town Meet-
ing 2018. Topics suggested for discus-
sion include: Fund Balance and General 
Fund, Budgets in general including the 
year to date Police Department Tran-
sition Period, Town Budget v. School 
Budget (Town Budget remained fairly 
consistent for several years), Salaries 
and Pay Scales across the board: Com-
parison of Andover with other Towns

Other Business:
Delaney would like to have the 4th 

of July Committee present a budget and 
report to the Board now that they are a 
Town Department. The Board agreed.
November 6, 2017

Condensed from approved minutes:.
Members Present: Marj Roy, Town 

Administrator; Vicky Mishcon, Se-
lect Board Chair; Dave Blinn and Jim 
Delaney, Select Board; John Thomp-
son, Road Agent; Peter Zak, Chuck 
Keyser; Adam and Christine Sloan, 
Birds Eye View Aerobotics; Richard 
Croteau, Joanne Stevens, Mike Brow-
all, Bridge Road residents; and Jared 
Reynolds, UNH Cooperative Extension 
Merrimack County

Road Agent Report:
Last Sunday’s rain and wind storm 

damaged some roads and spared oth-
ers around town. The few roads that did 
not do well, had plugged culverts. Much 
of those repairs are completed. Bradley 
Lake Road will be worked on tomorrow.

Elbow Pond Road – One of the two 
culvert structures in the vicinity of El-
bow Pond Road, failed and the road 
is impassable. The concrete support 
blocks have been undermined and there 
is also loss of material on the approach 
to the bridge. After a site visit with the 
engineers, they recommend removal of 
the existing bridge and rebuilt in place. 
Thompson explained that ten years ago, 
those culverts were adequate for the 
amount of water for that time. However, 
ten years later, there is too much volume 
of water for the structures to adequately 
provide good water fl ow without breach-
ing. There was a question regarding if the 
beaver deceivers installed were the cause 
of the breach. The engineers did not feel 
the beaver deceivers were the cause but 
they did not help the issue either. Thomp-
son fi led for an emergency wetland per-
mit to repair. However, it may not quali-
fy. Thompson is waiting for clarifi cation 
from, Sean James, the engineer before 
moving ahead with repairs.

Kearsarge Mountain Road – The 

Minutes  from page 16 storm water came over the top of the 
bridge deck causing damage to the sub-
structure. The bridge is still opened but 
the width of the travel lane has been 
confi ned. After a site visit with the en-
gineers, they recommended placing 
additional orange barrels so that traffi  c 
be directed away from the downstream 
beam due to its load carrying capacity 
being compromised. This did qualify 
for emergency repairs.

Maple Street – The road has been 
closed for over a week now. The wire 
is hanging low and vehicles should not 
go under it. One of the big initial is-
sues was that there was no emergency 
contact information for the town road 
agent, the fi re department, etc….to uti-
lize. As of 2 . .. today, no company 
was awarded the job of re-stringing the 
wires. Thompson hopes the work will 
be completed by tomorrow afternoon.

2nd Issue on Maple Street – Thomp-
son received an early telephone call last 
Monday regarding the road being fl ood-
ed near Zak’s property. After Thompson 
assessed the area, the road crew cleaned 
out the basins which were plugged by 
the handmade grate installed by Zak. 
The leaves and sticks plugged the basins. 
The road crew used a come-a-long and 
the water dropped 18″ in fi fteen min-
utes time. Thompson returned a short 
time later on and it was fl ooded again. 
The grate obviously is not working. Zak 
voiced his concerns and said that it re-
quires some attention. He would just like 
a schedule of when the repairs will be 
taken care of. Zak suggested a system 
like the one at Dyer’s Crossing might 
work. Zak thinks Thompson is doing a 
good job on this issue.

85 Putney Road – The road crew 
cleaned out the ditches. After it was set 
back, residents though that the road was 
widened. However, the ditches were 
grown up so much, that when cleaned 
out, it appears like the road is widened.

Winter and Summer Maintenance – 
Thompson reviewed the rate paperwork 
and it appeared to be fi ne with him. See 
attached.

Stop Sign - There is a missing stop 
sign at the corner of Boston Hill and 
Flaghole Roads. This is a safety issue. 
Several residents requested a yield sign 
as had been used there about ten years 
ago. One of the bus drivers gave her 
concerns to Roy. Her concern was that 
when she is letting nine children off  at 
that stop, without a stop sign, there are 
cars who fl y past there. After discussion 
with the Board, Thompson will replace 
the stop sign in that spot.

Keyser wanted to know if there was 
a way to fi rmly secure the signs in town 
so that they are not being stolen. There 
have been numerous signs stolen con-
tinually throughout the years. Thomp-
son and Keyser had a brief discussion 
regarding how to secure the signs and 
Keyser off ered to help with this project.

Delineator Post – A resident at the 
corner of Old College Road and Elbow 
Pond Road would like a post put up so 
that people know there is a turn in the 

See Minutes  on page 18

The Things They Carried to be
Discussed at Andover Book Club

Susan Chase
The 1990 novel about the Vietnam 

War, The Things They Carried by 
Tim O’Brien, will be discussed at the 
Andover Book Club on Wednesday, 
January 24. According to a 2010 Wash-
ington Post review, “ Many people think 
this is the best work of fi ction ever writ-
ten about Vietnam. Some even think it 
is the best work of fi ction ever written 
about war. Both are right, and they were 

right 20 years ago when this book came 
out for the fi rst time.” The Book Club 
meets at 7 . . on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month at the Bachelder Library, 12 
Chase Hill Road in East Andover, and 
welcomes all who enjoy reading and 
discussing books. Copies of the book 
are available through inter-library loan 
at the library; for more information call 
the Bachelder Library at 735-5076. 
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ANDOVER COMMUNITY
COFFEEHOUSE & OPEN MIC
FRIDAY, January 19th 7:00PM

Heather Pierson Acoustic Trio

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT LARRY CHASE AT 735-5135 OR LBCHASE@AOL.COM

www.andovercoffeehouse.org

DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM FOR
LIGHT SUPPER AND OPEN MIC
SIGN-UPS, FREE ADMISSION

GRANGE HALL AT CORNER OF CHASE
HILL RD AND RT 11, EAST ANDOVER
N.H. OPEN MIC EVERY 3RD FRIDAY

Sponsored by Blue Mountain Guitar in New London 


