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Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

David Karrick on SB 
193

I hope everyone is surviving the cur-
rent deep freeze.
I am writing in response to State Rep-

resentative Natalie Wells’ recent letter in 
the Andover Beacon about Senate Bill 
193 which would authorize individual 
Education Savings Accounts of $3,600 
annually to help children from low in-
come families attend private schools. 
This is adequacy aid that would other-
wise go to the school district. The amend-
ed version of this bill would limit total fi -
nancing for these accounts to one quarter 
of one percent of a school district’s total 
appropriated budget. For districts such 
as Merrimack Valley, which includes 
the towns of Andover, Salisbury, and 
Webster; and Kearsarge, which includes 
Warner, Ms.Wells’ hometown, this could 
mean the loss of over $100,000 from the 
annual budget. Additionally, the losses 
could be greater if the State fails to fully 
fund the scholarship stabilization grants 
for the Savings Accounts, a strong pos-
sibility since the source of these grants 
has not been determined. The State’s 
track record is poor since it has rarely 
fully funded other revenue for the school 
districts such as catastrophic aid grants 
for special education. One also wonders 
about the supervision of the curriculum 
of the private schools benefi ting from the 
proposed Education Savings Accounts. 
Then there is the problem of supporting 
schools espousing particular religious 
beliefs with State tax dollars.

The loss of revenue from the State to 

the school districts directly leads to an 
increase in our local property taxes or a 
reduction in public school programs such 
as athletics. Kearsarge taxpayers in 2018 
will fund 16% more of its budget through 
local taxation than it did 5 years ago, an 
ever increasing unsustainable trend.

Happy New Year.

David Karrick

Thanks to WCA 
Volunteers

More than 30 volunteers ensured 
that the Wilmot Community 

Association’s (WCA) annual Holiday 
Craft Fair held Saturday, Dec. 2 was 
a terrifi c success. Without volunteers’ 
able assistance, it would be impossible 
to organize and present this event.

We extend special thanks to Kathy 
Neuberger, chairperson of the craft fair, for 
her tireless work and to Rachel Seamans 
for organizing and staffi  ng Rachel’s Café.

Gail Parenteau and the staff  at 
Andover Elementary-Middle School 
were helpful and accommodating prior 
to and during the craft fair.

Volunteers, including students from 
Kearsarge Regional High School, were: 
Libby Angus, Leslie Angus, Pete An-
gus, Janet Baker, Deb Beerman, Lisah 
Carpenter, Kathy Davidson, Ann Da-
vis, Marc Davis, Darlene Delano, Meg 
Dugan, Rhonda Gauthier, Adam Glass, 
Brenda Holland, Elizabeth Howard, 
Chris Jenssen, Kennedy Geary, Mary 
Kulacz, Brian Kulacz, Alexis McCon-
nell, Sandy Messer, Margaret Monto, 
John Monto, Ashley Neuberger, Howard 
Neuberger, Meagan Norris, Susan Nye, 
Sandy Rock, Cliff ord Rock, Keith Sea-
mans, De Segerson, Kimberly Slover, 
Todd Slover and Barbara Wiggin.

Our sincere thanks to one and all!

 Nancy Large, president
Wilmot Community Association

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is 
to serve and strengthen the Andover com-
munity. To that end, we welcome civil, rea-
soned letters addressing specifi cally local 
issues, events, and developments. Sub-
missions must not be critical of another’s 
religion; blasphemous; obscene; hateful; 
legally objectionable; or commercial in na-
ture. The Beacon reserves the right to edit 
or not publish submissions it deems inap-
propriate for any reason.

Looking for Democrats, 
Progressives and Inde-

pendents

We are writing, fi rst and foremost, 
to connect with all area voters 

who consider themselves Democrats, 
Progressives and Independents. The 
2018 elections for NH governor, for the 
entire NH legislature, and for our two 
members of the House of Representa-
tives are less than a year away. There is 
much at stake and much to do.

We are a small group of active like-
minded citizens, and we invite you to 
join us – your neighbors – to unify in 
action, to share ideas, and to contribute 
skills that would help us achieve our 
mutual goals.

We meet monthly, sponsor occa-
sional speakers, and actively support 
local candidates. We maintain an active 
email list and welcome issue alerts that 
we can share. We also welcome interac-
tion on our Facebook page.

 If you’re interested in completing 
the connection with us, we invite you to 
consider taking the following steps to get 
involved and help us make a diff erence: 

● Join our email list by sending a 
request to AndoverNHDemocrats@gmail.
com.,

● Attend our meetings, usually held 
on the 2nd Thursday of the month, and 

● Join our Facebook group at 
Andover NH Democrats. 

Thank you -- we look forward to 
hearing from you.

Bill Bardsley, Treasurer
The Andover Democrats

The Power of 
Conservative Think 

Tanks
The American people need to be 

made aware of the power and infl uence 

of right-wing-conservative-libertarian-
Republican “think-tanks”/”policy insti-
tutes.” Two examples would be “Ameri-
cans for Prosperity” (which alone has 
2.3 million members) and “The Heritage 
Foundation.” Conservative think-tanks 
are organizations that are primarily 
created and funded by large corpora-
tions, billionaires, and multi-millionaires 
whose purpose is to try to convince the 
American people to agree with their po-
litical agenda, philosophy, and ideology. 
There are many times more Conserva-
tive ones than Liberal ones. They hire 
very intelligent and well-paid thinkers 
and researchers who produce books and 
articles which are provided to Republi-
can members of Congress, the conserva-
tive news media including political news 
programs, talk show hosts, anchors, and 
commentators, as well as to the Ameri-
can public. Most of these thinking and 
research pieces are NOT objective or sci-
entifi c. They are very stealthy, manipula-
tive, sneaky, biased, seductive, deceptive, 
and misleading. They push a right-wing-
conservative viewpoint. They are basi-
cally right-wing propaganda factories. 
The ultimate goal of many of them is to 
one day see the total elimination/aboli-
tion of all federal government social pro-
grams that help people especially Social 
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.

Sincerely,

Stewart B. Epstein
Rochester, New York

Mead & Braley
STANDING SEAM ROOFING

Over 30 years roofing experience
• On-site Pan Forming
• 21” Width Pans
• 26 & 24 Gauge Englert American-made Steel
• 35 Year Color Warranty
• 10 Colors • Copper Galvalume
• Contractors Welcome
• Free Estimates • Fully Insured
 Pat Mead John Braley
 (603) 735-5092 (603) 735-5097

64 Boston Hill Road • Andover, NH 03216

Andover 
Congregational

 Church
On the hill, beside the road in East Andover
 (Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

All members, ministers
Rev John J. Wagner, Pastor

603-735-5160 • AndoverChurch@tds.net
AndoverCongregationalChurch.org

Worship and Sunday School • 9:30 A.M.
Ongoing growth and discovery op-
portunities including Bible studies, 

men’s and women’s groups, and 
prayer. Please call for details.

“Knowing Christ and 
Making Him Known”

T H E  15 T H  !
Please have everything to the 

Beacon by the 15th of each month! 


