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Franklin VNA Growing 
Hope with Hospice Garden

Watts Water Technologies, 
Franklin Elks provide funds
Press release

Think tranquility. Just for a bit. Forget 
the snow, the salt and the ice melt. For-
get the stress of life and everything that’s 
pulling you in a million diff erent direc-
tions at the same time. For just a moment, 
think fl owers. Think of stones warmed by 
the sun, a celebration of the cycle of death 
and rebirth. Take a deep cleansing breath 
and hold it. Let it out, and as you push out 
that breath send with it all the stress and 
negative thoughts that crowd your mind. 
Now imagine a place built to help you do 
that, and not just you but everyone. This 
is the vision behind the Teuscher-Wilson 
Hospice Garden now coming to life at the 
Franklin VNA & Hospice. The garden is 
named in memory of Kathy Wilson and 
Kathy Teuscher, two dedicated Franklin 
VNA & Hospice employees who started 
the Hospice program. It will feature fl ow-
ers, a path leading to benches to rest and 
relax, and Kathy’s rock, a stone medi-
tation circle. It will also feature a brick 
patio where anyone can purchase a me-
morial brick engraved with the name or 
message of their choice. 

“The patio is truly the heart of the 
garden,” says Barbara Normandin, 
Franklin VNA & Hospice’s Executive 
Director. “Here is a space to remember 
a loved one, honor the work of the Hos-
pice staff  and volunteers and be present 
in a peaceful supportive place.”

Creating a garden is no small task 
and several local organizations and do-
nors have partnered with us. 

Watts Water Technologies was early 
to recognize the importance of the proj-
ect and to stand behind the Franklin 
VNA & Hospice as a Founding Donor, 
and their support isn’t simply the seed 
money. Showing genuine dedication to 
the importance of a memory and medi-
tation space, Mike Mullavey, a design 
engineer at Watts says, “The President 
of Watts, along with some other execu-
tive management staff , has expressed 
interest in visiting your facility to see 
the project fi rst hand.”

Demonstrating their commitment 

to building stronger communities, the 
Franklin Elks Lodge #1280 has also be-
come a partner in the project. Exalted 
Ruler Steve Bourdeau stated “We feel 
strongly that multiple demonstrations of 
Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fi-
delity will not only impress upon others 
that this is a noble and necessary pursuit, 
but by adding Franklin VNA & Hospice 
to the other agencies and services we 
currently partner with, we can only im-
prove the lives of those whom we touch 
through these acts.” In addition to fi nan-
cial support for developping the garden, 
the Elks will also provide labor for the 
construction of the patio and plantings. 

Another important partner in the 
project is the Winnisquam Regional 
High School’s Agricultural program. 
Under the direction of Janet Rosequist, 
the students will have the opportunity 
to gain real world experience in the 
construction of the garden and patio. 

A Dedication and Brick Laying Cer-
emony is planned for this spring, bring-
ing together the supporting partners, 
all the families who sponsored bricks, 
others who supported the garden’s cre-
ation, and the staff  and volunteers of the 
Franklin VNA & Hospice program.

Normandin stresses, “The commu-
nity is welcome in the garden. Everyone 
needs a safe, peaceful place for quiet 
and contemplation whether that is a lo-
cal business owner down the street, the 
members of our grief support group, or 
a hospice volunteer.”

She also had strong praise for the 
community partners. “Without their 
support, there simply would not be a 
Memorial patio.”

Franklin VNA & Hospice is an inde-
pendent, non-profi t organization estab-
lished in 1945 to serve the Home Health 
care needs of the community. They provide 
home care, Hospice, clinic and community 
education services to Andover, Belmont, 
Boscawen, Canterbury, Franklin, Hill, 
Northfi eld, Sanbornton, Salisbury, Tilton, 
Webster and surrounding towns, as re-
quested. For more information call Frank-
lin VNA & Hospice at (603)934-3454 or 
visit www.FranklinVNA.org. 
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Dairy Goat Seminar available at 
NH Farm and Forest Expo

Sat., Feb 3 at Center of 
NH Radisson Hotel
Press release

UNH Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice is pleased to announce a seminar 
on Dairy Goat Housing and Handling 
Facilities that will be given as part of 
the N.H. Farm and Forest Expo on Sat-
urday, February 3. The seminar will be 

held in the Stark Room of the Center of 
N.H. Radisson Hotel, 700 Elm Street in 
Manchester, NH. 

The seminar will run from 9:30 AM 
to Noon. Registration is $5 per person, 
payable at the door. Proceeds will go to-
ward the conference and 4-H dairy goat 
activities. Dairy goat publications will 
also be available for sale. 

New London Hospital hires
new Vice President of Revenue

Press release
New London Hospital (NLH) is 

pleased to announce that Melanie Cook 
has joined the hospital as Vice President 
of Revenue. In this position, she is re-
sponsible for overseeing the business-
related functions of the patient visit, 
from initial contact to collections.

Ms. Cook has more than 16 years 
of experience in healthcare revenue 
cycle functions. She began her career 
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Cen-
ter, where she received her Certifi ed 
Professional Coder (CPC) license and 

worked in various roles within the Cod-
ing Department. In 2011, she began 
working at Alice Peck Day Memorial 
Hospital as the Revenue Cycle Analyst, 
then the Revenue Cycle Director, and 
fi nally, the Associate Vice President of 
Revenue Cycle.

Ms. Cook lives in New London with 
her husband and three-year-old son. “I am 
thrilled to be working and living in the 
same community,” says Ms. Cook. “New 
London Hospital is truly a community-
centered organization, and I am proud to 
be part of this vital resource. 
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