
Allan Houle
Andover Snowmobile Club

The Andover Snowmobile Club has 
been busy this year keeping up with 
the trail maintenance and grooming 
required to keep all of our trails open. 
With an early start to winter in Decem-
ber and then some ice, we have spent a 
lot of time keeping trails open.

We have, however, had the opportu-
nity to host two events that we would like 
to share. First is our Annual Italian Buf-
fet that was held on Saturday January 27, 
2018. We had a great turnout and were 
able, through the generosity of those 
purchasing tickets for the raffl  e items, to 
make an excellent contribution to Easter 
Seals Camp Sno-mo. This will help send 
some campers to summer camp.

Andover Snowmobile Club 
Hosts Winter Activities

Our second event was our 15th An-
nual Highland Lake SnoFest that was 
held at the East Andover Fish and Game 
Clubhouse adjacent to Highland Lake. 
With about 60 antique and vintage 
snowmobiles on display, this was by 
far the largest display of sleds to date. 
We also had a trail permit that allowed 
the machines to ride along snowmobile 
corridor 2 and Highland Lake and that 
we did, with many machines enjoy-
ing the great weather and the smooth 
trail. There was even a 1924 Model T 
snowmobile giving rides to anyone who 
wanted one.

For more information on the 
Andover Snowmobile Club visit: www.
AndoverSnowmobileClub.com. 

This photo shows just a few of the machines that were at Andover Snowmo-
bile Club’s Snofest. The Vintage Snowmobile Show is a always a highlight of 
the annual event.
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See Budget  on page 5

Ed Hiller
Andover Budget Committee

The Andover Budget Committee 
recommended budgets for 2018 (net of 
appropriations that are funded by non-
tax sources) are as follows:

The total net appropriations rec-
ommended for 2018 are $7,374,311. 
This is a decrease over 2017 of 
$140,874 (-1.9%), and will reduce the 
total tax rate by approximately $0.54. 
Most of this reduction comes from 
the anticipated reimbursement from 
the State of 80% of the cost of replac-
ing the Morrill Hill Road bridge. A 
property assessed at $200,000 will 

see a decrease in its tax bill for 2018 
by approximately $108.00.
Andover School Budget

The recommended appropriation in-
cluding warrant articles for the Andover 
School District for fi scal year 2018-19 is 

$5,476,537. This is up $141,322 (2.6%) 
over last year, and will add approximate-
ly $0.55 to the tax rate. 

Major budget increases: 
• $77,650 salaries and benefi ts in-

crease
• $37,194 building bond payments in-

crease (go to 2 payments per year)
• $18,948 transportation contract in-

Recommended Budgets
for 2018 Down 1.9%

Net 
Appropriations 2017 2018 Change Percent Tax Rate 

Change

Schools $5,335,215 $5,476,537 $141,322 2.6% $0.55

Town $2,045,894 $1,763,103 -$283,791 -13.9% -$1.10

Fire $133,076 $134,671 $1,595 1.2% $0.01

Total $7,515,185 $7,374,311 -$140,874 -1.9% -$0.54

Plenty of anglers turned out for the Andover Fish and Game Club’s 
annual Ice Fishing Derby. Brandon Pearl (left) was the winner of the 

adult division with a 4.12 lb. Brook Trout. Karson Cox won the Junior 
Division with a 1.06 lb. Rainbow Trout. See complete story on page 21.

Proposed Amendments to
Town Zoning Ordinance

Five amendments to be 
voted on

The Andover Zoning Ordinance is 
the group of rules that our community 
has put in place to guide the uses and 
development of land in our town, and 
preserve our town’s character. 

The town requires the Planning 
Board to keep the Zoning Ordinance 
up-to-date with state law and with the 
priorities set by the town in the Master 
Plan. To help accomplish this, the Plan-
ning Board is proposing fi ve amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance. We 
hope Andover voters will support this 
eff ort by voting “Yes” for each of the 
fi ve amendments on the 2018 munici-
pal ballot. These amendments are to be 
voted on by ballot Tuesday, March 13, 
during voting hours which are 11 AM – 
7 PM, prior to the Town meeting. 

None of the amendments is a material 
change in policy, and none will increase 
costs to Andover residents. The Select 
Board supports these amendments. 
Here is a summary of the amendments:

1. Storage Trailers, Storage Contain-
ers, Fabric-Covered Garages and Pre-
Fabricated Carports. These structures 
have become more common. The cur-
rent Zoning Ordinance requires them 
to have a building permit. The proposed 
amendment relaxes this requirement to 
require just that owners register these 
structures with the Zoning Administra-
tor. There would be no fee for registra-
tion. 

2. Tiny Houses. Under the current 
Zoning Ordinance, new dwellings with 
a ground fl oor area of less than four 
hundred eighty (480) square feet – tiny 
houses – are prohibited. The proposed 

See Zoning  on page 6


