
Respite Care 
a Blessing!

We are truly blessed to have the 
Lake Sunapee Region VNA & 

Hospice Good Day Respite Program, 
which meets twice weekly in New Lon-
don and once a week in Lebanon 10 to 3 
PM. Respite Care provides both the pa-
tient and the caregiver a change of pace, 
and is especially important if you are a 
full-time caregiver. It is also great for 
the Alzheimer’s patient because it gives 
the person a chance to be with a group 
and to socialize at a diff erent and more 
comfortable pace, with no judgement, 
while going through the various stages 
of the disease. 

Respite is led by incredible and well-
trained staff  as well as local volunteers. 
There is music, art, food, crafts, chores, 
games, jokes, laughter and lots of TLC. 
For a few hours, all is good! For infor-
mation about this wonderful opportu-
nity for you and your loved one, please 
contact Shellie Brown at 603-526-4077 
ext. 228. 

Erma Brombeck wrote: “Volunteers 
are the only human beings on the face 
of the earth who 

refl ect this nation’s compassion, un-
selfi sh caring, and just plain love for one 
another.” For me, that pretty much sums 
up the LSRVNA Respite Program pro-
fessionals and volunteers.

Blessings,

Gail Matthews
Wilmot, NH

Thoughts on School 
Voucher Bills

In 2012, New Hampshire established 
a Scholarship Voucher System to 

provide state support to qualifi ed stu-
dents wishing to leave the public school 
system. It is funded by an 85% credit 
to corporations, on their NH Business 
Profi ts Tax, for donations to approved 
scholarship funds. We have read that 
the corporate response has been mini-
mal to date.

In an eff ort to expand this pro-
gram, HB 1686 has been introduced 
in the 2018 session and is now being 
considered in the House. It would al-
low individual taxpayers the same 
85% credit for such contributions 
against their individual interest and 
dividends tax bill.

If this bill becomes law, it would al-
low high-income individuals to turn, 
what is for federal tax purposes an es-
sentially non-deductible state tax pay-
ment, into a deductible charitable con-

tribution at a signifi cant cost to NH 
state revenue. (Example: Taxpayer A, 
66 years old, earns $100,000 in interest 
and dividend income. He owes NH 5% 
in taxes on this income less $3600, or 
$4820. Under HB 1686, he could con-
tribute $4820 to an Education Scholar-
ship Fund, receive an 85% credit from 
New Hampshire on his tax bill, and de-
duct the full $4820 as a charitable con-
tribution on his federal tax return (as-
suming he itemizes deductions)). Under 

this scenario, NH loses tax revenue of 
85% of $4820 or $4097 while Taxpayer 
A may actually save money. This can 
become a signifi cant tax-avoidance 
scheme that essentially results in state 
revenues going to private school tuition 
payments.

SB 193, passed by the NH legisla-
ture and currently before the Senate 
Finance Committee, establishes an 
expanded voucher system supported 
directly by the NH General Fund and 
indirectly by the local public school 
system from which the student de-
parts (property taxes will surely be 
raised to fund all or part of the lost 
state funds). SB 193 voucher funds 
may be used for private, religious, and 
home schools.

Both SB 193 and HB 1686 are de-
signed to allow students to leave the 
public school system, while taking 
state and local money with them. Their 
ultimate goal, as far as we can tell, is 
to replace some of the country’s best 
public school systems with a publicly 
funded mix of private, religious, and 
home schools.

HB 1686 and SB 193 are being 
pushed by conservative Republicans, 
bolstered by money from outside 
groups with an anti-public school 
agenda. Even if you subscribe to the 
position that school choice is a right, 
it should not be our taxes that pay for 
your non-public school choice. Some-
times “Live Free or Die” has unin-
tended consequences: your asserted 
freedom to choose a school for your 
kids, paid for by public funds, results 
in a collective loss to the majority 
of the citizens of the State of New 
Hampshire.

We should all be concerned.

Marie D. Nardino
William Radzelovage
Andover, NH

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

Senator French Critical 
of Northern Pass Decision

Press release
Concord–NH Senator Harold French 

(R-Franklin) issued the following statement 
after the Site Evaluation Committee’s deci-
sion to deny the Northern Pass application.

“I am very disappointed that the SEC 
denied the current Northern Pass appli-
cation, which was well-presented and di-
rectly addressed the increasing need for 

low cost, low emissions, base load power 
in our state and across New England.”

“Northern Pass would be extremely 
benefi cial to the City of Franklin and 
many of the surrounding communities 
I represent. I look forward to following 
the appeal process and hope our com-
munities will have the opportunity to 
support this project in the future.” 

David Karrick Comments 
on Recent Legislation

David Karrick is a former state leg-
islator and a current candidate for state 
representative in Merrimack County 
District 25. 

Let’s take a look at how your current 
State Representatives in Concord vot-
ed on some important bills during the 
lengthy New Hampshire House Session 
of February 8, 2018:

House Bill 628; Establishing a Fam-
ily and Medical Leave Insurance Pro-
gram. Could attract younger workers 
and families to our State, would be 
funded by a small deduction from em-
ployees paychecks;

Both your Representatives, Natalie 
Wells, Merrimack County District 25, 
and Anne Copp, Merrimack District 
1, voted against this bill which passed 
with a fi nal bipartisan vote 186 to 164 
as amended.

House Bill 587; Prohibits counseling 
to engage in Conversion Therapy for 
persons under age 18;

Both Representatives Natalie Wells 
and Anne Copp voted against this bill 
which passed on a fi nal vote of 179 to 171

House Bill 1415; Establishing a 
Death Benefi t of $100,000 to the imme-
diate family of a school employee killed 
in the line of duty;

Both Representatives Wells and Copp 
voted against this bill which, neverthe-
less, passed with a vote of 176 to 161.

House Bill 413; Reestablishing the 
payment by the State of 15% of the cost 
of Retirement System contributions for 
employees of towns and other political 
subdivisions. The State currently pays 
none of these costs but, historically, the 
State paid as much as 35%;

Both Wells and Copp voted against 
this bill which failed to pass on a vote of 
171 to 170. A good illustration of why 
every vote counts and one reason why 

your local taxes continue to increase.
House Bill 1811; Extending the New 

Hampshire Health Protection (Med-
icaid Expansion) Program beyond the 
end of 2018;

Both Representatives Wells and 
Copp voted to send this bill to Interim 
Study along with the majority which 
could eff ectively kill Medicaid Expan-
sion and medical coverage for up to 
50,000 NH citizens.

House Bill 1822; Making Hormonal 
Contraceptives available directly from 
pharmacists by means of a standing or-
der from one’s health care provider;

Both Representatives Wells and 
Copp voted to kill this bill. It was passed 
by a wide margin in spite of their votes 
and now is referred to the Committee of 
Health & Human Services.

House Bill 1763; Establishing a Road 
Usage Fee for New Hampshire vehicles 
that have gas mileage of over 20 miles per 
gallon to make up for lost gas tax revenues;

Both Representatives Wells and 
Copp voted to kill this bill but it was 
passed by a wide margin in spite of 
their votes. Revenues from the passage 
of this bill will go to New Hampshire 
road maintenance and construction.

House Bill 1749; Giving the State fi -
nal authority over our towns to regulate 
the use of fi rearms and the management 
of town property;

Fortunately Representatives Wells and 
Copp both voted with the majority to send 
the bill to Interim Study, eff ectively kill-
ing the bill and letting your local elected 
offi  cials still have some control.

Bear in mind that the above bills 
passed are not yet law. Some of them 
have to go to second House Commit-
tees and all still have to be passed by the 
Senate and eventually signed by Gover-
nor Sununu. 
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