
Service, which is part of the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, the National 
Register of Historic Places is the na-
tion’s offi  cial list of cultural resources 
worthy of preservation and is part of 
a national program to coordinate and 
support public and private eff orts to 
identify, evaluate and protect our his-
toric and archaeological resources.

Listing to the National Register does 
not impose any new or additional re-
strictions or limitations on the use of 
private or non-federal properties. List-
ings identify historically signifi cant 
properties and can serve as educational 
tools and increase heritage tourism op-
portunities. The rehabilitation of Na-
tional Register-listed commercial or 
industrial buildings may qualify for 
certain federal tax provisions.

In New Hampshire, listing to the 
National Register makes applicable 

property owners eligible for grants such 
as the Land and Community Heritage 
Investment Program or LCHIP (lchip.
org) and the Conservation License Plate 
Program (nh.gov/nhdhr/grants/moose).

For more information on the Na-
tional Register program in New Hamp-
shire, please visit nh.gov/nhdhr or contact 
Peter Michaud at the New Hampshire 
Division of Historical Resources at 603-
271-3583.

New Hampshire’s Division of His-
torical Resources, the “State Historic 
Preservation Offi  ce,” was established in 
1974. The historical, archaeological, ar-
chitectural and cultural resources of New 
Hampshire are among its most important 
environmental assets. Historic preserva-
tion promotes the use, understanding and 
conservation of such resources for the 
education, inspiration, pleasure and en-
richment of New Hampshire’s citizens. 
For more information, visit nh.gov/nhdhr 
or call 603-271-3483. 

Gashouse  from page 18

needed for parking.
After the new school gymnasium 

was completed in 1963. the town meet-
ing felt that it would be uneconomical 
to continue the upkeep of a town hall, 
as the new school facilities would serve 
all needs equally well or better. True, 
there was a desire on the part of many 
older residents to preserve the building 
for sentimental reasons, but sentiment 
was overridden by economy and a vote 
to sell prevailed. As there seemed to be 
little demand for this type of building 
at private sale. the selectmen advertised 
that it would be sold at public auction 
on Aug. 17, 1963. There are no other 

known instances of a town hall being 
sold at public auction. Andover’s road 
agent, John Jurta, Jr., became the new 
owner for $4,800, less than the $6,000 
expended for the new heating system.

During the eighty-four years of its 
public ownership, the “town house” 
was the center for many kinds of ac-
tivity. Town meetings and elections, 
dramatic plays, minstrel shows, school 
plays and graduation exercises, dances, 
lectures and moving pictures, medicine 
shows, public entertainments of many 
kinds, and innumerable meetings of 
various groups and organizations for 
many purposes — for all of these and 
many more the old town hall was the 
natural meeting place. 

Hub  from page 18

 Franklin Footlight Theatre
Presents Almost Maine

March 15 to 18 at 
Franklin Opera House
Press release

On a cold, clear, moonless night in 
the middle of winter, all is not quite 
what it seems in the remote, mythical 
town of Almost, Maine. As the north-
ern lights hover in the star-fi lled sky 
above, Almost residents fi nd them-
selves falling in and out of love in 
unexpected and often hilarious ways. 
Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. 
But the bruises heal, and the hearts 
mend—almost—in this delightful 
midwinter night’s dream. 

This straight play is bound to delight 
audiences with it’s simple message of 
love and timing. Featuring a host of lo-
cal talents from the Lakes Region, both 

onstage and off , the show is bound to 
strike a chord with people of all ages. 
Being overseen by lifelong Franklin resi-
dent and Footlight President John Masse, 
each scene featured is directed by a fi rst 
time director to Footlight, including 
Lori Ingham, Troy Lucia, Ryan Clark, 
Chelsea Field, Karielle Anzaldi, Koralee 
LaFlamme and Christie Martin. Pro-
duced by Julie Finley, this stellar team is 
ready to warm your hearts and make you 
think. 

The show runs Thursday through Sat-
urday, March 15, 16 and 17 at 7:30 PM, and 
on Sunday, March 18 at 2 PM. Tickets are 
$14 for seniors and students, and $16 for 
general admission, and can be purchased 
either by calling (603) 934-1901, or online 
at www.franklinoperahouse.org. 

Blazing Star Grange to 
Show Irish Silent Comedy Film

March 17 at 7 PM 
in Danbury

All are welcome to come out for a 
show and some laughs as the silent fi lm 
era returns to the big screen at Dan-
bury’s Blazing Star Grange Hall. The 
evening will feature a screening of 
Conductor 1492 (1924), a classic silent 
comedy with live musical accompani-
ment. Showtime is Saturday, 
March 17 at 7 PM at the historic 
Grange Hall, 15 North Road in 
Danbury. The show is open to 
the public with suggested $5 
donation. 

The screening will include live 
accompaniment by Jeff  Rapsis, 
a New Hampshire-based com-
poser who specializes in creating 
scores for silent fi lms. Conductor 
1492 follows the exploits of Terry 
O’Toole (Johnny Hines), a young 
man who leaves Ireland to make 
his fortune in 1920s America. Af-
ter arriving, he gets a job as a con-
ductor on a streetcar and fi ghts off  
an attempt by crooks to take over 
the company, all the while pursu-
ing the boss’ beautiful daughter. 
The Blazing Star program will 
also include Buster Keaton’s short 
comedy ‘My Wife’s Relations’ 
(1922), in which Keaton acciden-
tally marries into an Irish family. 

Shown with an audience and live music, 
fi lms from Hollywood’s ‘silent’ era show 
their power to delight movie-goers. Using 
original themes, Rapsis improvises the mu-
sic live as the fi lms are shown. “When the 
score gets made up on the spot, it creates a 
special energy that’s an important part of 
the silent fi lm experience,” said Rapsis. 

For more info, email: lisa.m.windsor@
gmail.com or call 252-4440. 

Conductor 1492, a 1924 silent comedy star-
ring Johnny Hines will be shown with live 
music on Saturday, March 17 at 7 PM at the 
Blazing Star Grange Hall in Danbury.
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Bachelder Library Seeks New Director
Press release

The Bachelder Library in East 
Andover has an opening for a new di-
rector. The position is part time: Tues-
day morning and evening, Thursday 
and Friday afternoons. Applicants 
must have excellent computer skills, 

an abiding interest in all sorts of lit-
erature, an enthusiasm for programs, 
and a willingness to reach out to the 
community. Starting date is April 1st. 
Please email Library Trustee Janet 
Moore at jmpcilley@tds.net if you are in-
terested. 


