
Potter had become acquainted with 
an Andover native, Benjamin Thomp-
son, Jr., who became his assistant, ac-
companying him on his extensive travels 
as a performer. It was through Thomp-
son that Potter purchased property in 
Andover and built a home near where 
the Potter Place Train Station is today. In 
fact, Potter and his wife were both bur-
ied on their property. When the railroad 
bed was laid, the graves were relocated 
to their present location near the tracks. 

Built around 1814, the house that 
Potter built was not a typical Andover 
home. It had windows that had fes-
tooned blind arches above them and 
other architectural features that were 
more typical of homes in a large city. 
The second fl oor was open and was 
used for rehearsing acts for the show 
and probably for gatherings of friends 
and those involved with the show. Over 
the years, Potter bought more land and 
established a sort of gentleman’s farm. 

Potter hired on workers to run the 
farm and the home. Hodgson feels that 
the home was a statement about Rich-
ard Potter and his status. The farm was 
probably reminiscent of his early life in 
Massachusetts, only this time he was 
the master of the farm. 

Not much is known about how the Pot-
ters interacted with the folks in Andover. 
There are some records of an event in-
volving Potter’s daughter and a local tav-
ern owner. The legal proceedings seemed 
to be more concerned with the morality of 
the perpetrator and showed little concern 
for the victim. It appears that the Potters 
kept to themselves, mostly. Hodgson’s 
research indicates that Potter was a very 
ingratiating person and had a very per-
sonable manner. Benjamin Thompson, 
his assistant was the outspoken front man 
and Potter was the gracious performer 
who could charm his audience. 

One of the things that sets Richard 
Potter apart from other celebrities of his 
time is that he traveled extensively, tak-
ing his show all over the United States. 
In 1819 Potter took his show on the road, 
travelling throughout the entire country. 
He did not return to Andover until 1823. 
With the diffi  culties of travel, people 
did not go very far in those days. While 
newspapers might make people aware 
of famous people, only those living rela-
tively close to them had an opportunity 

to see them. Richard Potter became the 
most famous entertainer of his time be-
cause of his abilities as a showman, and 
because he was seen by more people than 
any other famous person of his time. 

Without Hodgson’s eff orts, the story 
of Richard Potter and how remarkable 
he was would likely be lost. It is the re-
markable story of an African American 
who not only became extremely suc-
cessful during the heyday of slavery, 
but became the most famous entertain-
er of his day. And, on top of that he was 
a pioneer of the art of ventriloquism.

Hodgson worked on the project dur-
ing summer breaks and whenever he 
could until his retirement a few years 
ago. Since then he has been able to put 
an earnest eff ort into the research and 
writing, culminating in a 318 page book 
that has been published by the Univer-
sity of Virginia Press. 

Hodgson has written other books dur-
ing his time as a professor of English 
Literature. He is the author of books on 
Wordsworth and Shelley, and the editor of 
Sherlock Holmes: The Major Stories with 
Contemporary Essays. A summer visitor 
to Andover since 1969, he and his wife, 
Sooze, became full time residents in 2014.

The Andover Historical Society will 
be holding a special meet and greet with 
John Hodgson on March 18 at the Stone 
Chapel at Proctor Academy. Hodgson 
will talk about researching and writing 
the book and will present an illustrated 
summary of Potter’s life. Copies of the 
book will be available for sale with the 
proceeds going to the society. The event 
is open to the public at no charge.

Hodgson will be making a presenta-
tion on Richard Potter in Portsmouth 
on March 4, sponsored by the Black 
Heritage Trail of NH. This will be in 
conjunction with a performance by Bob 
Olson, a regional magician and per-
former who presents a show based on 
the magic of Richard Potter. 

The Black Heritage Trail of NH is 
planning to place a marker and des-
ignate the Potter’s gravesite in Potter 
Place as an offi  cial “Site” on the Black 
Heritage Trail of NH. 

Richard Potter, America’s First 
Black Celebrity can be purchased from 
University of Virginia Press by visiting 
www.upress.virginia.edu/5105. It is also 
available through Amazon. Copies will 
also be available at the Andover Public 
and Batchelder Libraries. 
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New London Hospital 
Receives National Recognition

One of Nation’s Best and 
Brightest in Wellness
Press release

The National Association for Busi-
ness Resources named New London 
Hospital (NLH) as one of the nation’s 
Best and Brightest in Wellness® in 
2017. This program honors companies 
and organizations that exemplify qual-
ity and excellence in employee and 
worksite health.

NLH’s employee wellness program 
was evaluated on several criteria used 

to benchmark and improve wellness 
program eff ectiveness, including out-
comes, tracking, participation, leader-
ship and employee input, and culture 
and environment. “We are thrilled to 
receive this recognition for our em-
ployee wellness program,” says Cath-
erine Bardier, director of wellness and 
community health at NLH. “We have 
worked hard to create a culture of 
health for our organization—with the 
goal of also having a positive impact on 
our communities and the well-being of 
our region.” 

 WCA to host “Having the 
Conversation” Workshop

Press release
It is always diffi  cult to discuss end 

of life. The Wilmot Community As-
sociation (WCA) will make it easier 
by hosting a workshop and panel 
on this diffi  cult but important topic. 
The program will begin at 5:15 PM 
with light refreshments on Thursday, 
March 8 at the Red Barn, 64 Village 
Road. The workshop is part of the 
Chief David White Safety and Well-
ness Series.

Speakers will include Dr. Kristi 
Saunders, Hospice Medical Director 
and Barbara Woolley, Social Worker 
from the Lake Sunapee VNA and Hos-
pice, Cheryl Dean, Chaplain and Ad-
vanced Care Planning facilitator at the 
New London Hospital and W. Michael 
Todd, an attorney specializing in Estate 
Planning and Elder Law.

The program will focus on advanced 
health care planning. From considering 
your wishes to choosing a health care 
proxy and providing loved ones with di-

rectives, the panel will take you through 
the decision making and communica-
tions processes.

Established in memory of Wilmot’s 
former police chief, the workshops se-
ries covers a wide range of safety and 
health-related topics. The series is pos-
sible due to generous donations made 
to the WCA in Chief White’s name. All 
talks and workshops are free and open 
to the public.

The WCA owns and operates the 
Red Barn, a community center, and 
Timothy Patten Park, a beach and 
playground. Founded in 1963, the 
WCA sponsors and cosponsors free 
and low cost entertainment, recre-
ation and educational activities for 
families, adults and seniors. In ad-
dition to community events, the Red 
Barn is available for rent for private 
events and parties.

More information is available on the 
WCA website, www.WilmotWCA.org and 
on the WCA Facebook page.  

Nature Discovery Center Off ers 
Free Program on Emerald Ash Borer
Saturday March 10 at 
Warner Library
Press release

The Emerald Ash Borer is an invasive 
insect that’s chewing its way through our 
state, killing ash trees. In just fi ve years, 
it has spread to 42 towns in Southern 
New Hampshire and counting. Because 
of this insect, fi rewood and other wood 
products are quarantined in Belknap, 
Hillsborough, Merrimack, Rockingham 

and Straff ord Counties.
On Saturday, March 10 the Nature 

Discovery Center will present a free 
program on the Emerald Ash Borer. 
The program begins at 1:30 PM in the 
downstairs meeting room of the Pills-
bury Free Library in Warner. Come, 
learn about this pest, how to identify it 
and ways you can control it.

For more information contact: San-
dra Martin at nature-museum@conknet.
com, or call 746-6121. 
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