
OBITUARIES

R  (C ) R , 
died peacefully of advanced de-

mentia on Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2018, in 
Concord. She would have been 89 in 
February and she was survived by her 
loving spouse of 68 years, William E. 
Reeder. Ruth lived in Bow with Bill, 
who was devoted to caring for her at 
home until the last few months.

She was predeceased by her parents, 
Howard and Mildred Crossan, and sister, 
Marguerite Bennett, all of Medford, Mass. 
In addition to her husband, she is survived 
by her three children and their spouses: Da-
vid Reeder and his wife, Donna, of New 
Boston; Susan (Reeder) Moss and her 
husband, Don Moss, of Bradford; Stephen 
Reeder and his wife Laurie, of Wilmot. She 
has seven grandchildren: Beth, Christine, 
Tim, Will, Sam, Allie and Grant. She is 
also survived by her brother, Ralph Cros-
san, of Andover, and nieces and nephews: 
Sandy, Mark, Peter, Dale and Laura.

Ruth was born and raised in Medford, 
Mass., where she captured the heart of 
Bill, a friend of her older brother Ralph, 
after he returned from the Navy. She was 
a comptometer operator for the Hood 
Rubber Company at the time. They were 
married, and bought their fi rst home in 
Lexington, Mass. They later moved to 
Carlisle, Mass. to raise their three chil-
dren. Ruth was a full time mom until 
her children were all in school, and then 
she worked as an aide in the Carlisle El-
ementary School for many years, a job 
that she truly loved. When her grand-
children came along, they too benefi ted 
from the special love and understanding 
Ruth had for children. She was a beloved 
grandmother, always to be counted on to 
play on the fl oor with them, to read and 
tell stories, and to do fun projects.

Ruth was also active in her town and 
volunteered for many organizations: 
teaching 4-H sewing, doing a heroic 
stint as a cub scout den mother, and vol-

unteering for the town, the Council on 
Aging, and the Carlisle First Religious 
Society, where she sang in the choir and 
took part in countless church fairs. She 
was an expert knitter and seamstress, 
much to the benefi t of her family. She 
was also an excellent baker known for 
her pies and always-full cookie jars.

Ruth and Bill moved to Bow in 2006, 
happy to be closer to the families of two 
of their children, and in hopes that the 
third family would fi nd their way here 
as well. During the last few years, Ruth 
enjoyed having all of her children in 
one state. Family was everything to her 
and she will be greatly missed, but so 
very lovingly remembered.

A service of remembrance was held 
on Feb. 3, 2018 at the Congregational 
Church in Goff stown. The family wish-
es to thank the staff  at Havenwood in 
Concord for their excellent and com-
passionate care for Ruth.

Ruth had a big heart and she made it 
her mission to support the work of many 
varied causes and non-profi t organiza-
tions. She was especially touched by 
the mission of the Sharing Foundation, 
and spearheaded her family’s support of 
their work in Cambodia. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, if you feel inclined to make a gift in 
her honor, please choose a cause dear to 
your heart, just as she did. To share your 
memories and expression of sympathy 
with the Reeder family, please visit Ben-
nettFuneral.com and leave a comment.

J  D. H  J ., 94, died 
Wednesday, January 24, 2018 at the 

Hyder Hospice House in Dover, N.H. 
He was born January 9, 1924 in Boston, 
Mass., son of the late John D. Hackett 
Sr. and Gertrude (Carter) Hackett.

As a child, John lived in Andover, 
N.H. At age 10, the family moved to 
West Epping, N.H., where John would 
reside for the next 60 years. He served 

his country in the United States Army 
during World War II from 1943-1945. 
He was a Purple Heart recipient, serv-
ing from Normandy into Germany. 
John retired from State of NH Highway 
Department as an assistant foreman. He 
formerly was employed for the Ports-
mouth Navy Shipyard, the railroad and 
Spaulding & Frost.

John had 46 wonderful years with 
his wife Theresa (Yergeau) Hackett who 
predeceased John in 2016. They loved to 
travel and they lived from 1989-2012 in 
Arizona. John also enjoyed hunting, fi sh-
ing, hiking and helping anyone that he 
could. John was an amazing story teller.

He was a life member of the DAV, 
member of the American Legion Post# 7 
of Rochester and former member of the 
American Legion Post# 51 of Epping.

In addition to his parents, John 
was predeceased by his fi rst wife, Eu-
nice Rogers; his second wife, Alma 
(Thorne) Hackett; daughter, Kathryn; 
son, Weston; step-daughter-Theresa; 
siblings, Chris, William, Frank, Helen, 
Charles and David.

He is survived by his son, Bob and 
Marilyn Hackett; son Dan and Diana 
Hackett; brother, James and Dyna; 
brother, George; step-children, Joanne, 
Ronnie, Janet, Missy, Jeanne and June; 
his grandchildren Michele Stevens, 
Rich Pevear, Tammi Cote and their 
families; and many step-grandchildren; 
great-grandchildren; and generations of 
nieces and nephews.

There are no calling hours. A grave-
side service to celebrate the lives of 
John and Theresa Hackett will be held 
on May 19, 2018 at 11 a.m., at the Pros-
pect Cemetery, Epping, N.H. with John 
receiving military honors.

Donations may be made to: Warriors 
@45 North, P.O. Box 132, Pittsburgh, 
NH 03592 or to: Veterans Count, 555 
Auburn Street, Manchester, NH 03103.

Also the family would like to ex-
tend special thanks to Carole, Tammy, 
Joanne and Harry for all their help with 
John over the past few years.

E  J. “”B ”” 
(R ) S , R.N., 87, of 

Sunapee, and formerly of Plaistow, died 
Sunday, January 28 at New London 
(NH) Hospital.

Born, raised and educated in Haver-
hill, MA, daughter of the late Henry 
V. and Dora (Quinn) Shea, she was a 
member of the Haverhill High School 
Class of 1948 and received her degree 
in Nursing in 1951 from the Saint John’s 
Hospital School of Nursing, Lowell. 
She worked as a Maternity Nurse for 
twenty years at the former Hale Hospi-
tal in Haverhill, MA. 

A resident of Plaistow for sixty-four 
years, Mrs. Shea was a member of Mary 
Mother of the Church of Saint Luke the 
Evangelist Parish of Newton and a mem-
ber of the parish choir and a former ac-
companist for weekend Masses. She was 
also a twenty year member of the Com-
mittee for Plaistow Cub Scout Pack 18.

Mrs. Shea enjoyed knitting and was a 
blue ribbon winner at the Topsfi eld, MA; 
Deerfi eld, NH; and Fryeburg, ME fairs 
and shared her knowledge and love of the 
craft by holding classes at the Plaistow 
Library and the Haverhill Senior Cen-
ter, MA. She enjoyed music, especially 
patriotic marches, and was an avid Red 
Sox and New England Patriots fan. She 
enjoyed traveling, long trips by car and 
a moment’s notice and hosting the Shea 
Family Cookouts and other celebrations 
at her home on Main St.

Predeceased by her husband, Henry 
M. Shea, in 2015 and her son, Michael H. 
Shea, in 1994, she will be sadly missed 
and lovingly remembered by a daughter 
Anne E. Yates, of Andover, NH, grand-
children, Jennifer A. Richardson and 
her husband Alan of Bradford, NH, and 
Matthew S. Shea of Plaistow, a great 
granddaughter E. Paige Richardson of 
Bradford, NH, and nieces and nephews. 

Dr. John Malcolm helps families achieve and maintain 
good health. A family medicine specialist at New 

London Hospital, Dr. Malcolm diagnoses and treats 
illness with compassionate care. His personalized 

counseling helps patients achieve their health goals. 

Community Wellness, 
Together.

Call 603-526-5544 for an appointment at New London Hospital. 
To learn more about our services, visit www.newlondonhospital.org.
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