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landscape. Consider this, for example: 
why is it that Andover   ̶ in the state dis-
tinguished by such names as Passacon-
away, Sunapee, Winnisquam, Nashua, 
Amoskeag, Contoocook  ̶ has (with the 
possible exception of Adder Pond itself, 
which may well derive from “attuck,” an 
Indian name for “deer”) no Indian place 
names? The answer is simply that, by 
the time the fi  rst settlers moved into this 
area, the native inhabitants had long since 
been completely driven out. For some 
time, the Province of New Hampshire 
had been pushing frontier settlements – 
rows of new townships, running roughly 
in east-west tiers, stretching from the 
Pemigewasset River to the Connecticut 
River – northward as a line of defense 
against the Indians and the French. The 
towns ranging from Boscawen, Warner, 
and Bradford to the west were established 
beginning in the late 1730s and 1740s; the 
next row north, from Salisbury westward 
to Newbury and beyond, in the 1750s 
and 1760s; and the row north of that, 
from Andover west to New London and 
beyond, in the 1760s and 1770s. Indian 
settlements and even Indian incursions 
retreated steadily northward as these 
ranks of frontier settlements advanced. 
Rare Indian raids by marauding bands 
from French Canada continued in this 
area into the 1750s, but already by then 
all the indigenous native tribes had mi-
grated north, most of them all the way 
into Canada; and Great Britain’s com-
plete defeat of Canada in 1759-60 eff ec-
tively eliminated the Indian presence in 
New Hampshire. 

Supplementing our historical knowl-
edge about the lack of any overlap of In-
dian and Euro-American settlements in 
this part of New Hampshire, we can add 
important information derived from the 
design of the AHS dugout canoe. Indian 
and Euro-American construction meth-
ods for dugouts diff ered greatly. The Indi-
ans felled a tree using fi re and stone axes 
and then hollowed it out by a long, repeti-
tive process of carefully burning out the 
middle of the log with heaped coals for a 
while, then scraping out the layer of newly 
charred wood with stone scrapers. Euro-
Americans instead used metal axes and 
adzes to do the same work; they might 
also use saws to fell the tree or to rough-
shape the boat’s stern. These diff ering 
construction techniques produced canoes 
of distinctively diff erent outlines. As one 
authority summarizes, Indian dugout ca-
noes “tend to have rounded ends and less 
angular appearance” (the New Hamp-
shire Historical Society’s specimen is a 
good example of this), while those built 
by Euro-Americans “are more likely to 
have a pointed bow and a square or trun-
cate stern” – shapes quite diffi  cult to form 
with stone tools but much more easily 
managed with metal tools and indeed (for 
a squared or truncated stern) very easily 

produced with a saw.
The Andover dugout canoe, as you can 

see from the accompanying photographs, 
has a dramatically truncated stern. (So 
do the canoes in the Hopkinton Histori-
cal Society and the Libby Museum.) This 
prominent detail immediately does much 
to date it: If it is of Euro-American con-
struction, and so cannot have been built 
until this area was fi rst being settled by 
the town forefathers – that is, not earlier 
than the 1760s.

But surely we can narrow the date of 
our canoe’s construction even more pre-
cisely than this. Here is another historical 
consideration: Why did dugout canoes, 
once so widely known, fall out of use? 
The most signifi cant factor in their ob-
solescence, more fundamental even than 
issues of their great weight, delicate bal-
ance, or relative lack of maneuverability, 
is obvious: Even with metal tools, it took 
an enormous amount of time and labor 
to make one. Consequently, dugout ca-
noes started disappearing from the scene, 
like horse-drawn carriages after the ad-
vent of the automobile, when technology 
changed – specifi cally, when accessible 
sawmills made it relatively easy to obtain 
the milled wood necessary for building 
a small, lighter, more stable boat much 
more quickly and at very little expense.

A new town in the New Hampshire 
wilderness could hardly attract settlers 
without a few very basic improvements 
– chiefl y a passable road, a sawmill, and 
a grist mill. The original charter for the 
future town of Andover therefore made 
provisions for the immediate establish-
ment of a sawmill to “Saw the Logs & 
timber of the . . . Inhabitants or such as 
are preparing to build there.” But this 
was much easier said than done. The 
charter was written in 1751, but the fi rst 
settlers did not arrive until ten years 
later, and for years after that the little 
settlement still had no sawmill, despite 
various half-hearted attempts to site and 
build one, prompting fi nally a complaint 
from the stifl ed little community that the 
proprietors had not fulfi lled their pledg-
es: “they Clear us no rodes build us no 
bridges indeed they have built us a saw 
mill but that not being Completed as it 
ought to be that we get our bords with a 
great deal of Difi kelty. . . . [T]hese and 
such like difi keltys and many more . . . is 
the grate means why people do not settle 
in the town.” This was in 1767. By 1768 
the new sawmill was operating (some 
distance below the outlet of Loon Pond, 
now Highland Lake), but only barely, due 
at least in part to its “standing in an Im-
proper place,” apparently with a greatly 
inadequate head of water. The mill was 
eventually moved further upstream, but 
continued to be a sore issue: Even in 
1772 “great complaint was made that [the 
mill operator] neglected to saw the logs 
brought to the mill, as he had agreed to 
do.” The sawmill remained a problem for 
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April Events at Blazing Star Grange
A month of 
Saturday Activities
Press release

Blazing Star Grange celebrates Na-
tional Grange Month with an event 
at the Grange Hall every Saturday in 
April. On the 7th, the last winter market 
of this season runs from 9 AM to 1 PM. 

Whether at the market to support local 
businesses, to visit friends, doing lunch 
or breakfast at the Blazing Star Bistro, 
customers love a Saturday at the market!

On the 14th, the theme changes slight-
ly from food and crafts to poetry and 
pastries when the Grange partners with 
the Friends of the Danbury Library for 
a night of Poetry. The venue is open to 
all–to read, recite or even make a skit 
from their favorite poem. The night be-
gins at 7 PM and ends with an assort-
ment of delicious pastries. 

Week number three brings on the 
last of the third Saturday by order pick-
up markets and workshops. Order by 
Thursday April 19 at noon from har-
vesttomarket.com to pick up your market 
order on April 21 from 9 AM to noon. 
Downstairs, Danbury Grows will have 
workshops on gardening while upstairs, 
Marie Polizzi is being brought back for a 

second Stamp Camp. The class is $10 for 
3 cards, everything included, although 
it is helpful if you could bring your own 
paper adhesives. Preregistration is re-
quired Call Marie at (860) 235-2429. 

The day isn’t done—come back that 
evening for some comfort food at our 
chicken pot pie supper. Served from 
5 to 6:30 PM. Buy some tickets for the 
Dutch Auction which is sponsored by the 
United Church of Danbury. Lucky tick-
ets will be drawn at the end of the supper. 
You do not need to be present to win.

The fi nal Saturday of April brings 
on a bread baking lesson for children 
grades K–5. After learning to bake 
bread, they will take some home and 
share half with the Danbury Food Pan-
try. The event is free and will run from 
9 AM to 1 PM. Registration required to 
make sure we have enough supplies.

We have yet one more Saturday to fi ll 
on May 5. We’re excited to host a hand 
bell concert featuring the Granite State 
Ringers. Admission for the concert is $5 
suggested donation. For questions about 
all the Grange events or to register for 
the baking event, call Donna at (603) 
768-5579 or email donnaardena@gmail.
com. All Events take place at the Grange 
Hall, 15 North Road in Danbury. 
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