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the town until perhaps as late as 1780. A 
few years later (ca. 1785), another saw-
mill was built at Cilleyville. Several other 
smaller ones were built in later years.

It seems reasonable to conclude, then, 
that sawn boards were a very rare com-
modity in Andover in the early decades 
of settlement, but that by 1785, at the lat-
est, they were suffi  ciently available so 
that no reasonable settler would go to the 
immense trouble of fashioning a dugout 
canoe when he could so much more eas-
ily and inexpensively obtain the boards 
with which to build a small fi shing boat 
instead. Almost certainly, Andover’s 
“settler’s dugout canoe” dates from the 
narrow period 1763-1785.
Other Known Andover Canoe’s

Andover once boasted of other dugout 
canoes as well.

As Ralph Chaff ee reported in his His-
tory of Andover, New Hampshire 1900-
1965, townspeople early in the twentieth 
century knew of not one but “two water-
logged dugouts sunk in Hopkins Pond” 
–and had known of them, indeed, for 
many decades. “Arthur Woodward [born 
in 1882]…remembers them as a boy, and 
was told by another old resident that they 
looked just about the same when he too 
was young.” (So John Lessard, a retired 
carpenter from Hopkinton, NH, who no-
ticed the submerged dugout while fi sh-
ing there in 1980 and then mobilized its 
recovery from the pond in 1982, was by 
no means its fi rst discoverer, although he 
would not have known this.) Woodward 
told Chaff ee about the second dugout in 
Adder Pond and said he was sure he could 
locate it again, but “somehow we never 
got around to making the trip.” That sec-
ond dugout, Chaff ee later learned, “was 
pulled from the pond by someone and 
left on the rocks below the little dam” 
ca. 1970. Already badly deteriorated, it 
would then have quickly rotted away. 

These Adder Pond dugout canoes 
were not alone. Another Andover dug-
out was preserved in an early photograph 
about a hundred and fi fty years ago.

In the spring of 1869, Col. John 
B. Bachelder, a prominent American 
painter and photographer, today best re-
membered as the man who for decades 
painstakingly documented and analyzed 
the entire Battle of Gettysburg and was 
largely responsible for preserving and 
memorializing the Gettysburg Battle-
fi eld, set up shop in Andover Center for 
a brief period as a stereoview photogra-
pher. He was part of a wave of photogra-
phers and especially stereographers who, 
after the close of the Civil War, began cel-
ebrating and publicizing the beauties and 
grandeur of the White Mountains, the 
scenic lakes and waterfalls of the state, 
and the features of its scattered towns 
and farms. Soon enough Bachelder be-
came an even more direct proselytizer 
for the new business, tourism, that was 

now beginning to transform northern 
New England, writing and lavishly illus-
trating (with one hundred engravings) a 
book, Popular Resorts and How to Reach 
Them (1873), that quickly went through 
many editions and became one of the 
great, seminal guidebooks for vacation-
ers in New England.

Bachelder was himself a New Hamp-
shire native (born in Gilmanton), and had 
earlier in his career devoted much of his 
professional life to painting scenic vistas 
of New England towns. (Many of his 
works may be seen at the New Hamp-
shire Historical Society.) While many 
of his photographer competitors focused 
their attentions on the more spectacular 
vistas of the White Mountains, Bachel-
der instead devoted himself to mid-state 
scenes, producing several series of New 
Hampshire views, particularly “Local 
Views in the Vicinity of Kearsarge Mt.” 
(our Kearsarge, not the northern one). His 
stereographs provide superb visual doc-
umentation of Andover, Wilmot, New 
London, and Mount Kearsarge as they 
appeared in 1869.

One of Bachelder’s most tranquil 
Andover stereoviews was titled simply 
“Cole Pond.” Probably taken in the early 
spring (the trees in the background are 
still leafl ess), it shows two young men 
out in a boat on the pond, with Ragged 
Mountain’s irregular outline providing a 
stark backdrop that is also refl ected from 
the pond’s surface. The men are holding 
fi shing poles, one of which is a branch so 
crooked that it must have been makeshift; 
they have a third pole set out, too. Their 
boat is unmistakably a dugout canoe.

Dugout canoes were not very porta-
ble; this one would have belonged exclu-
sively to Cole Pond, even as the AHS’s 
canoe belonged to Adder Pond. The two 
canoes are of similar design, with trun-
cated sterns, but very clearly these are 
two diff erent boats: The Cole Pond canoe 
is made from a larger log, its stern is cut 
more nearly vertically, and its stern seat 
(from the tip of the stern to the beginning 
of the dugout cavity) is noticeably longer.

Nothing more is known of this canoe 
that once belonged to Cole Pond. Prob-
ably this boat, like most of its kind, was 
stored underwater during the winters and 
fi nally decayed there. The pond was later 
(circa 1902) dammed and enlarged from 
nine to fi fteen acres, so that the old canoe 
hulk would thereafter have been hidden 
even deeper underwater. Its appearance 
in this one 1869 photograph is a reminder 
that, in the late eighteenth century and 
even well into the nineteenth, the pres-
ence of a dugout canoe on a local lake or 
pond could (and did) go without saying. 
There was probably a dugout canoe in 
use on most of the ponds in Andover, and 
likely more than one on the bigger ponds 
and lakes. Our “Settler’s Dugout Canoe” 
is a rare survivor; but it once had lots of 
company in town. 

Canoe  from page 26 Fresh and Fearless - Upcoming 
Kearsarge Chorale Concert

April 22 at Sawyer Cen-
ter at Colby-Sawyer 
Press release

Kearsarge Chorale will present its 
spring concert, Fresh and Fearless, Sun-
day, April 22nd at 3:00 p.m. at the Saw-
yer Center Theater at Colby-Sawyer 
College. The musical off erings will 
range from a 17th/18th century madri-
gal to compositions by Billy Joel, Carly 
Simon and Dolly Parton. Susan Ber-
lenbach, Choral Director at Kearsarge 
Regional Middle School will be fea-
tured as soprano soloist and Alex Ager, 
Andover resident and Music Director 

at the Andover Elementary-Middle 
School will sing in the bass section and 
also conduct one of the pieces. Andover 
resident Helen Wickham will play the 
recorder solo in Light of a Clear Blue 
Morning, composed by Dolly Parton. 
Also participating in the concert are 
Andover residents Jesse Schust and 
Nancy Tripp and Andover business 
owner, Linda Barnes. Tickets are $15 
for adults or $5 for students. Tickets 
are available at Morgan Hill Bookstore, 
Tatewell Gallery in New London, at 
www.kearsargechorale.org, and at the 
door. 
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Program

Quality, aff ordable, hands-on care • Open year round, 7:30 to 5:30
Call Doreen for more information: 735-5900

45 North Street, Andover • ImaginationInn@gmail.com

Infant / Toddler Program
Full and Part Time 

Preschool Programs
Afterschool Care

Check AndoverBeacon.com!


