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Craig Jacobson Joins Franklin 
Savings Bank Board of Directors

Press release
Ronald Magoon, President & CEO of 

Franklin Savings Bank, announced today 
that the Board of Directors recently elect-
ed Craig Jacobson to serve as a Director. 

Jacobson holds a master’s degree from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
based in Cambridge, Mass., along with 
a B.S. from Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute of Worcester, Mass. He spent most 

of his career working in the technology 
sector where he held positions with a few 
well-known technology fi rms, includ-
ing General Electric, Digital Equipment 
Corporation (acquired by Compaq), and 
Hewlett-Packard. Jacobson retired from 
the corporate IT world and is now a li-
censed real estate agent.

He and his wife reside in Andover, 
N.H. 

ally narrowed it down to a few options, 
and then even fewer. The sand dunes in 
Death Valley, for sand boarding. Cac-
tus to Clouds - a 20 mile hike straight 
up, starting close to sea level and gain-
ing thousands of feet of elevation. And 
Joshua Tree - climber’s hub and national 
park fi lled with backpacking trails. This 
is what we fi nally decided on, after hours 
around a campfi re, in a conference room, 
on couches.

There isn’t really a name for the trail 
we decided on eventually, because parts 
of it aren’t truly a trail. We were going to 
have to use maps and compasses to con-
nect one common trail to another less 
traveled. It would be around 15 miles to-
tal if we traveled the correct paths, with 
close to 7 for the fi rst two days, a rest day 
on the third, and then a mile hike out to 
the extraction point. There was also no 
available running water out there, so we 
had to make a few water drops in ad-
vance close to our paths - 12 gallons in 
one place and 24 in another.
Julian King ’19 - 
Mountain Classroom

During the fall term of my sopho-
more year, I remember being in the 
kayak bus (the old Mountain Classroom 
bus) speaking with a now Proctor alum 
Lucien Wiener ’17. As he described the 
life changing adventures and the incred-
ible experiences that he had been apart 
of during the Mountain Classroom of 
the year prior, I became increasingly in-
terested in the program as a whole. Af-
ter he shared many stories of his time 
off  campus I remember being especial-
ly drawn towards one of the prominent 
parts of Mountain Classroom: the solos. 
The solos consist of three days alone in 
Cascabel Arizona, with only a tarp to 
sleep under, a tarp to sleep on, and any 
personal gear required (sleeping bag, 
sleeping pad, food, etc.). This three day 
experience away from all civilization, 
entirely alone sounded like a time that 
would stick with me and the members 
of our group forever. 

Little factors started racing through 
our minds as we started thinking of 
all the potential positives of the expe-
rience: the warm desert all to your-
self, the sunny days, waking up to the 
sound of birds chirping and ground 
animals scurrying about. These blissful 
thoughts lasted right up until the actual 
preparation for the solos, then all possi-
bilities became a possible reality: what 
happens if I run out of food, what hap-
pens of I run out of water, what happens 
of it rains, what am I going to do with 
three days to myself? 

The most challenging part of men-
tally preparing for the solos is coming 
to the realization that boredom is inevi-
table, but that it is OK. There are going to 
be times where all you want to do is call 
out for a friend and know that one will 
come from right around the corner, but 
having these moments is OK. This time 

alone is designed to take students who 
put a signifi cant amount of their time 
and eff ort into their schoolwork out of 
the constant repetitive routine and struc-
ture. The time is designed to have us sit 
still and just, well, honestly, just not do 
anything. We have to be willing to take 
ourselves outside of our comfort zones 
and into a world of nothing but our sur-
roundings. It is in these moments where 
we will learn the most, getting into the 
thick of it. Truly experiencing every-
thing around us happens more effi  ciently 
completely alone. It is in these moments 
where we will learn more about our-
selves than anywhere else. The knowing 
and accepting of the inevitable on our 
solos is almost impossible, but knowing 
and accepting ourselves out there isn’t. 
That is what solos are all about: getting 
to know ourselves better. 
Nelson Makechnie ’19 - 
Proctor en Segovia 

He didn’t see how Americans were 
viewed from the outside until the fi nal 
week. Watching TV with his host abuela 
had become a common occurrence, 
but that day he saw, or rather heard, 
something diff erent. It was a Spanish 
program, with an American character. 
There was nothing wrong with her lan-
guage or grammar from what he could 
see, but he almost immediately noticed 
her accent. For the fi rst time, he heard 
an American accent. You grow up hear-
ing everyone move their mouth the same 
way, and forget that you are not the nor-
mal ones, that everyone else thinks you 
diff erent. You hear every accent but your 
own, and with that character he heard for 
the fi rst time what an American sounded 
like. It was almost painful. After living 
in Spain for nearly two months, even 
though he spent most of his time with his 
friends from Los Estados, he automati-
cally had a stereotypical judgement of 
her. She seemed ignorant, annoying, and 
he didn’t like her.

As he struggled with the lock an 
hour later and went to his apartment 
complex’s elevator, he began to think. 
He pondered as he left the building, 
onto the cobblestones sidewalk, his 
feet padding along the same route as 
the other Segovians, some getting to 
where they needed to be, others simply 
enjoying the air, happy to be walking, 
and that is when he saw the diff erence. 
In the US, this would not happen. The 
route he took to school twice a day, a 
little over a mile, would be taken in a 
car. His people were so diff erent, and he 
gained an outward perspective.

The many days, cumulative hours, 
footsteps, the enjoyable lack of effi  cien-
cy were where he was fi nally left to his 
thoughts. The commute everyday gave 
him the time he needed, and didn’t have 
before, and after a time, that was how he 
really began to see who he actually was. 
Jack Newton ’19 - 
Proctor in Segovia 

We arrived at the main train station in 
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Teaching students to Be Good, Do Good, Be One, since 1973.  

Sant Bani is an independent K-8 school in Sanbornton, ve minutes 
from Exit 22 on I-93. Our program features small classes with hands-on, 
project-based learning led by talented and dynamic teachers, and lots 
of me spent in nature. 

Children ourish in our welcoming community, from play-based kinder-
garten to graduates prepared to succeed in high school. We have 
strong core academic courses, music, art, drama, Spanish, comprehen-
sive health and physical educa on, and team sports in grades 5-8. 

Fast Facts: 

Bus service to and from Andover 

Extended Day Enrichment Program (3:10-4:30) included in tui on 

Tui on for K-8: $7,500 (Financial Aid available) 

Personal tours o ered Monday through Friday—come see us! 

admission@santbani.org | 603-934-4240 
www.santbani.org 

Come warm up with a hot cup of coff ee!
Pumpkin Spice, Chocolate Raspberry, Toasted 
Almond and French Toast to name a few!
Freshly Made Breakfast Sandwiches & 
Burritos, Muffins, Donuts & Pastries

193 Main Street, Andover193 Main Street, Andover Call ahead:  Call ahead: 735-5406735-5406
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