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Sevilla around two o’clock. From there 
it was about a half hour walk through 
the city to our hostel. The hostel was in 
a great location within walking distance 
of the river, the Alcázar, and the largest 
Gothic cathedral in the world. We were 
at the hostel for about an hour before 
heading out to walk around with Ryan 
to learn a bit of the city’s history. Din-
ner was at an amazing little restaurant in 
the city. We had mostly traditional tapas, 
some ceviche, patatas, and other deli-
cious food. After that a couple of us went 
to one of Sevilla’s many gelato stands 
and got some tasty gelato.

Our trip to the Alcázar could not 
be complete without Ryan giving us a 
quick lesson on the layers of history at 
the enormous fountain in the middle of 
the gardens. This was by far one of the 
most amazing places I have ever seen 
in my life and I hope I get to come back 
some time.
Samantha Parkman ’19 - 
Proctor in Segovia 

The adventure began as the group 
embarked on the fi nal excursion to Mál-
aga. We all met up at Segovia’s bus sta-
tion and from there we made our way 
to Madrid. When we arrived in Málaga 
we were greeted by the warm air and 
ocean breeze. The city was full of light 
as we were guided through the stone 
streets to our hotel. On one side there 
were hundreds of tall beige buildings 
fi lled with city life and on the other side 
was the crystal clear Mediterranean.

As time fl ew by, Monday morning 
came upon us. It was a beautiful day 
with blue skies and not a cloud in sight. 
A handful of the group went horseback 
riding. At fi rst we were skeptical about 
the horses because all they wanted to 
do was eat. It was an extraordinary trail 
with yellow fl owers lining the path to the 
ocean. As we were riding, the rest of the 
group went to the town beach where they 
enjoyed the hot sun. Later that day, we all 
got together and went to Playa Monsul 
where a scene from Indiana Jones and 
The Last Crusade was fi lmed.

On our last full day in Cabo de Gata, 
we had one thing on our minds… and 
that was the beach! We ate a quick break-
fast and drove to a small town nearby 
where we began our 30 minute hike to a 
secluded beach. We spent most the time 
swimming in the freezing cold water, 
jumping off  rocks and exploring. By the 
end of the day everyone was burnt to a 
crisp. We hiked back and went back to 
the house that overlooks the dry valley. 
At the end of the day we made our own 
croquetas and fried calamari. 
Luke Weber ’18 - 
Mountain Classroom

Final expedition, our last expedition. 
Our last time in the wilderness. We had 
been thinking about fi nal expedition for 
almost the whole trip, and it felt crazy that 
it was fi nally here. Joshua Tree National 
Park was our destination. As Amanda 
explained earlier, it took us a long time 
to decide on a place and a route, but we 
fi nally did. Our whole group greatly ap-
preciates Sam W. for taking the lead on 
planning the expedition. The days lead-
ing up to the expedition were hectic be-
cause we had to drop water off  in certain 
places on our route, pack our bags and 
food, and on the last day before the expe-
dition there was a rain and wind storm. 

As another expedition had come to an 
end and we backpacked out to our des-
tination on the last day, it was so cool to 
look back at our fi rst backpacking expe-
dition in the Gila and compare. We are so 
much closer as a group and so much bet-
ter at living in the wilderness. Personally, 
I feel confi dent enough to go on a wilder-
ness expedition by myself, which I would 
never have dreamed of before Mountain. 
We have all grown so much, and it is 
scary that we are about to go home. Be-
fore, I was scared to leave home and start 
Mountain. Now I am nervous to leave. 
Alex told us on the second to last night 
that no matter where we were, whenev-
er we are sitting around in the evening 
meeting circle and the bell rings, he feels 
at home. I completely agree, and I think 
that we all feel that home is less of a place 
and more of who we are with.  
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