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AHS Announces Museum 
Opening and Other Events

Larry Chase,
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society an-
nounces the 2018 opening of the Potter 
Place Railroad Station and J.. C. Emons 
General Store on Saturday, May 26, 
from 10 AM to 3 PM. The buildings 
will continue to be open to the public 
until mid-October on Saturdays from 
10 to 3 PM, and on Sundays from 12:30 
to 3 PM. Admission is free.

The Society’s facilities are located in 
the village of Potter Place in the town of 
Andover, N. H. The village is named for, 
and contains the homestead and gravesite 

of, Richard Potter (1783-1835), the well-
known black magician/ventriloquist 
of the early 19th century, who traveled 
and performed successfully throughout 
America, and whose life is the subject 
of the recently published Richard Potter: 
America’s First Black Celebrity. 

Also open to the public in the coming 
months is the one-room Tucker Moun-
tain Schoolhouse in East Andover, built 
in 1837 and listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. It will be open 
on the second Sunday of the month 
from June through October, 1 to 3 PM. 
Special events at these open houses will 

be announced in future issues of the 
Beacon. 

The Potter Place railroad station, 
built in 1874, houses a signifi cant por-
tion of the Society’s historical collec-
tion. This station is a well-preserved 
example of Victorian design and is also 
listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. It is located on the North-
ern Railroad line (later the Boston & 
Maine Railroad) that ran from Boston 
to White River Junction in Vermont and 
on to Montreal. This station preserves 
the stationmaster’s offi  ce and recreates 
the feeling of a busy railroad depot of 

the early- to mid 20th century.
The homestead site and grave 

of Richard Potter and his wife 
are located immediately across 
the tracks from the station. A 
well-preserved caboose, the Cen-
tral Vermont CV-4030, built in 
the early 1900s, is located beside 
the station and is open for visi-
tors. Adjacent to the station is the 
Potter Place freight house and 
a Boston & Maine railroad box 
car. The freight house, built in the 
early 1900s, retains most of its 
original features and appearance.

Across Depot Street from the station is 
the J.C. Emons Store and Potter Place Post 
Offi  ce dating from 1912. The store served 
the village until 1958 and the post offi  ce 
until 1988. The Society has restored it as 
an exhibit of a typical turn-of-the-century 
village store. The original tin ceiling has 
been rebuilt, and display cabinets and 
other store fi xtures have been put in place. 
The post offi  ce area contains the original 
mailboxes and sorting table. The store 
also houses the Society’s Gift Shop. 

For more information about the 
Andover Historical Society, visit its 
website at www.andoverhistory.org.  

The Potter Place railroad station in summer weather, with caboose to its left 
and the J.C.Emons Store to its right in the background.  Photo: Larry Chase

Part of the collection of World War 1 post-
cards on display in the waiting room of the 
Town Offi ces Building Photo: Larry Chase

Tucker Mountain School House
Also open to the public in the coming months is the society’s one-room 

Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse in East Andover, built in 1837 and listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. It will be open from 1 to 3 PM on the 
second Sunday of the month from June through October. Look for notices of 
special events at these open houses in coming Beacon articles. For more infor-
mation, contact Donna Baker-Hartwell at donnabh@tds.net or 735-5586. 

Clean-up Day
Volunteers are invited to join Historical Society members in the Society’s an-

nual Clean-up Day at its Potter Place holdings on Saturday, May 5, from 9 to noon. 
Indoor and outdoor helpers are needed. For more information, call 498-6439.

Become a Stationmaster
Local residents are also invited to become “stationmasters,” volunteers to 

meet and greet weekend visitors to the Potter Place Station and Store. Volun-
teers will receive a preliminary orientation session, and will be asked to sign up 
for one or more two-and-a-half hour weekend assignments during the coming 
months. For more information, call 498-6439. 

World War I and Potter Exhibits
This year’s Historical Society exhibits will focus on the 100th Anniversary of 

World War 1, and on the life of Richard Potter, “America’s fi rst black celebrity,” 
who made his home in Andover from 1815 until his death in 1835. Artifacts from 
Potter’s life and times will be on display in the exhibit room of the railroad sta-
tion and in one storefront window of the Emons General Store. World War 1 era 
artifacts will be exhibited in the second window of the Emons storefront, and in 
the display case in the waiting room of the Town Offi  ce Building on Main Street 
in Andover Village. The display will contain a selection of vintage postcards from 
the Norander family collection.

Summer Raffl e Fund Raiser
The Society’s annual summer fund raising raffl  e is underway. Instead of off er-

ing the usual basket of donated gifts and gift cards, it will off er $100 worth of New 
Jersey Lottery scratch tickets. Winner will be picked at the Old Time Fair on Sun-
day, August 5. Contact Rita Norander at bobrita@juno.com for more information. 

“Humanities to Go” Programs
The fi rst of the Society’s annual “Humanities to Go” programs, to be held in 

the Highland Lake Grange Hall at 7 PM on Thursday, June 21, will feature Steve 
Taylor, founding director of the N.H. Humanities Council, speaking on Poor 
Houses and Town Farms: The Hard Row for Paupers. More information in the 
June edition of the Beacon. 

Old Time Fair
The Historical Society’s annual Old Time Fair will be held on Sunday, August 5, 

at the Potter Place Railroad Station and grounds. Vendors and arts-and-crafts demon-
strators are invited to sign up early to reserve a place to display their wares. Contact 
Donna Baker-Hartwell at donnabh@tds.net or 735-5586 for more information.  

Other Historical Society News

“A”Across the street from 
Elkins Beach on Pleasant Lake”

330 Elkins Road, Elkins, NH 03233 • 603-526-6231
www.marshallsgarage.com • marshallsgarage@gmail.com

• We are a full service maintenance and repair ASE Blue Seal Shop with three 
Advanced Level Master Technicians.

• Tire sales, installation, fl at repairs and alignments.
• We’ll match dealer pricing for maintenance services to save you the time

and hassle of driving to the dealership.
• Free local pick-up, delivery and loaner cars available 

upon request.
• Loyalty program where every 6th oil change is FREE !
• Many discounts available including Colby-Sawyer, NLH, 

DHMC and AAA.
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A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics A Medical Home

276 Newport Road
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526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net
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