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Lawrence Street Bridge Update
Marj Roy, Town Administrator

The engineering-design phase of 
the Lawrence Street Bridge project 
has begun. The general project scope 
is to replace the existing bridge and to 
reconstruct the road approaches to the 
bridge. Over the course of the summer, 
there will be crews working in the Law-
rence Street area doing surveying and 
geotechnical work. This project is part 
of the State Bridge Aid Program and 
this work is the beginning of the second 
phase.

Since NHEC is currently on strike 
and will not shield the electrical line 
to allow for the drilling subcontractor 
to conduct soil borings in the locations 
needed, this work may be delayed. The 
work will take place when the strike is 
over and the drilling contractor gets a 
confi rmation date from the utility com-
pany. 

The completion date for the entire 
project is estimated to be 2024 and we 
will keep you updated as things prog-
ress. 

Beacon Fund Drive Off  to Good 
Start–More Help Needed 

Goal to raise 
$8,000 by July 10

A letter requesting donations to help 
cover operating expenses not covered 
by advertising and subscription rev-
enues was sent to every household in 
Andover in May with a goal of raising 
$8,000 by July 10.

As of May 30 we are pleased to 
report that $2,095 have already been 
received. With the three to one match 
provided by generous benefactors, that 
brings our total to $6,285.

We know that most people look 
forward to receiving the Beacon each 
month to fi nd out what has been hap-
pening in town and to learn what is go-
ing to happen in the coming month. The 
Beacon is also a historical record for the 
town. If you enjoy the Beacon and have 
not donated, we need your help now to 
reach our goal by July 10.

The Beacon has always depended 
on donations to cover operational costs. 
The Board of Directors and staff  are 
working to increase advertising and 
other revenues and to control costs. 

A new eff ort is being launched to of-
fer page sponsorships. Individuals, busi-
nesses, or neighborhoods can sponsor a 
page in the Beacon. Each sponsorship 
covers the cost of printing that page. A 
color page is only $550 for a one year 
sponsorship. A black and white page is 
only $350.

If you value the Beacon you can 
help keep it going strong by:

• Sending in your donation today.
• Promote page sponsorships to your 

employer, civic club, or neighbor-
hood.

• Let the businesses you patronize 
know that you saw their ad in the 
Beacon and thank them.

• Think about businesses that could 
advertise in the Beacon and encor-
age them to do so. 

It is rare for a town the size of 
Andover to have a newspaper. Do your 
part today to keep the Beacon going for 
years to come! For more information on 
sponsorships or advertising or how you 
can volunteer, call us at (603) 738-5292.
 

Morrill Hill Road Bridge to Open
Andover Select Board

At writing time, there are still a few 
things left to do on Morrill Hill Road 
Bridge. All of the prefabricated bridge 
and wing sections are in place. Riprap 
stone of diff erent sizes cover the em-
bankments. Concrete decking will go 
down soon, followed by a waterproof 
membrane and then a fi nish coat. Lastly, 
guardrails will be installed and some 
time in June the bridge will be open to 
traffi  c. This $620,000 project was a State 
Bridge Aid Program project, with the 
State covering 80% of the costs. The to-
tal cost to the town was $124,000.

The original completion time was 
March 2018, but Mother Nature threw a 
lot of curve balls in the form of signifi -
cant rain events. Thank you one and all 
for your patience on this project!

Just as the Morrill Hill Road Bridge 
project was getting underway, one of the 
concrete culverts on Elbow Pond Road 
collapsed as a result of the fl ooding at the 
end of October. This was a three-sided 
culvert with a natural sandy bottom. The 

watershed system upstream is an ever-
changing “braided” confi guration that 
sends water toward three stream crossing 
structures: the Mountain Brook bridge 
and the two concrete culverts that were 
installed in 2007. In October, the water 
volume that came through the easterly 
culvert was enough to scour the natural 
sandy bed in the culvert and cause the two 
side walls and then the top, to collapse. We 
were not able to get State disaster funding 
to fi x the culvert, so we have applied for 
FEMA money, as there were several oth-
er bridges and roads that were damaged 
during that rain event. Jane Hubbard, our 
very own emergency management guru, 
is helping us work our way through the 
complex FEMA process. We have not yet 
heard whether we will qualify for fund-
ing. Regardless, it is the town’s intent to 
fi x the culvert and reopen that section of 
Elbow Pond Road as soon as possible. Be 
aware, though, that due to wetland per-
mitting requirements, the project may not 
get started until fall. Once again, we ap-
preciate everyone’s patience. 

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444 • urie@tds.net

Best of all worlds:
• Little traffi  c but easy access
• Easy commute to Concord 

or Hanover 
• Everything up to date 
• 2 baths
• 2 fi replaces
• 2 car garage,
• easy to view the hills 

across the river
• 2 nice! 

Andover $ 279,900.

TRY US!
$25 off 

annual service 
for all new
customers!

Visit us beside the Andover School for our great 
selection of men’s, women’s & children’s clothing.

Your purchase makes scholarships possible and supports 
other projects of the Andover Service Club in the community.

Vi it b id th A d S h l f t
Andover Service Club Andover Service Club Thrift ShopThrift Shop

Now accepting spring and summer consignments and donations.
Hours: Tues.–Thur. 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. • Sat. 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. • Tel.: 735-5269 

Webster, N.H.(603) 648-2497 Offi  ce • (603) 369-0621 Cell


