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old building holds so many memories 
for so many people. We are about to 
embark on a wondrous adventure, we 
get to start a whole new chapter for 
AEMS and each and every one of you 
will get to take part in writing this new 
chapter. It’s up to us to pave a pathway 
for the generations to come. As we 
start this new chapter we should keep 
in mind how we want to show respect 
for our new building and how we want 
to keep the everlasting bonds between 
students and teachers.”

Helen Armstrong– “When we come 
to AEMS, we don’t just learn about al-
gebraic equations and the ancient Mayan 
calendar. We learn about friendships. 
We learn about creating a community. 
In the new building I hope memories are 
made, trust and bonds are created, and 
most importantly, we never stop hoping 
for continued growth here in Andover. 
For without growth, we wouldn’t be here 
at all.” 

In speaking about the project, Princi-
pal Jane Slayton said: “I am thrilled that 
we will have more space available for 
learning. Students and staff  members 
will no longer need to work in hallways 
where it is full of distractions. 

Students will dine in a cafeteria rath-
er than sit in long rows on a crowded 
stage while the energy and noise erupts 
from adjacent physical education class-
es. The new cafeteria will also provide 
a more comfortable meeting space for 
community groups.

The heating and electrical upgrades 
will provide for a safer and more effi  cient 
environment for the school community. 

The walk-in coolers will provide more 
space for fresh produce and the new load-
ing dock will make deliveries much easier. 

The relocation of the offi  ce and the 
front entrance coupled with safety and 
security additions will provide Andover 
Elementary Middle School with a safer, 
more secure building. We are very ex-
cited for the new school year!”

Following the speeches, the students 
donned yellow hard hats and assembled 
outside in front of a large excavator for 
a group photo including students, staff  
and administration.

Just before the photos were taken, the 
students sang “Happy Birthday” to long-
time school secretary, Gail Parenteau.

After the group photo, all of the stu-
dents were invited to sign their names 
on steel beams that will be a part of the 
roof structure on the new addition. 
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American Southwest and at the event 
at Manchester Community College, I 
have learned so much more about im-
migration and how it relates to me. Re-
gardless of citizenship status, we are all 
people who want to belong in a com-
munity and live stable lives. 

Please consider donating money to my 
Senior Project at Proctor Academy. With 
your help, we could improve the life of 
one man who is trying to fi nd a safe place 
to live. Any amount will help! Donations 
can be made online at https://www.border-

links.org/take-action/, and request the dona-
tions be used to help Derik.

Most importantly, however, we need 
to be welcoming to all people. Many 
people are immigrants who are search-
ing for a stable life. Nothing would be 
more helpful than simply listening to 
their stories. Money will defi nitely help 
these immigrants, but we want to do 
more than just feel bad and give money. 
We want to bring awareness to the chal-
lenges of being an immigrant so that we 
can all be more accepting and welcom-
ing in the future. 
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Elkins Fish & Game Club 
Sends Kids to Camp Barry

Press release
At its regular club meeting the fi rst 

Wednesday of the month, the Elkins 
Fish and Game Club awarded fi ve 
camperships to children for summer 
programs at Barry Conservation Camp 
located at the Berlin Fish Hatchery. At-
tending the Shooting Sports session will 
be: Tyler Kelly, Wyatt Dufresne, Paige 
Hoegler and Matthew Churchwell. At-
tending the Hunter Education session 
will be Jeremiah Mock.

The club has been sending children 
to camp since 1993, and these fi ve 
campers bring the total sent to 132 boys 
and girls. Barry Conservation Camp 
is operated by the University of New 
Hampshire Cooperative Extension’s 
4-H Program in cooperation with the 
New Hampshire Fish and Game De-

partment. Camperships are for week-
long programs which focus on fi shing, 
shooting sports and hunter education. 
“These areas of interest fi t the club’s 
mission and we are delighted each year 
to make this signifi cant contribution to 
the area’s youth, to date nearly $42,000 
in camperships and well over $5,000 in 
sponsorship of the camp’s Coyote Cab-
in,” said Mike Gelcius, club president. 

On June 30th, the club will hold its 
sixth annual Lake-a-thon on Pleasant 
Lake where funds are raised to help 
with the camperships and a Cardboard 
Boat Regatta is held, among other fam-
ily friendly activities. Visit the club’s 
website at elkinsfi shandgame.net for 
more information on how you can get 
involved or just enjoy this year’s Lake-
a-thon. 

L to R: Tyler Kelly of Sunapee, Wyatt Dufresne of Bristol, Jeremiah Mock of 
Andover, Paige Hoegler of Sutton, Matthew Churchwell of Sutton and Carla 
Marshall, EFG Campership Coordinator
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