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Senior Project to Raise 
Funds to Help Honduran Exile

Lukas Weber ’18, Proctor Academy
During the winter of this year I 

joined nine students and two instructors 
from Proctor Academy camping and 
learning in the southwest area of the 
United States. The program we were 
on is called Mountain Classroom and it 
is an option for juniors and seniors to 
spend a term off  campus. 

For a few days in Tucson, Arizona 
the focus was on immigration and the 
border between the United States and 
Mexico. We partnered with Border-
links, a non-profi t organization that 
specializes in educating groups about 
immigration issues in Tucson. They 
took us to an Operation Streamline 
court proceeding where we witnessed 
undocumented immigrants get deport-
ed. The events that we were a part of 
did not seem like they could possibly be 
real. They seemed to come straight out 
of some horror movie. As part of our 
unit on immigration, we walked along 
the border and dropped off  jugs of wa-
ter for people to help them survive the 
harsh climate. As we were doing this we 
were told that sometimes Border Patrol 
agents will slash or kick the jugs. The 
water that could help save lives is then 
immediately sucked up by the desert. 
That same night, we met Derik. Derik 
is the person that inspired me and an-
other student, Sam Fulton, to fundraise 
for Borderlinks, who help people like 
Derik, during our Senior Project. 

Derik walked into the Borderlinks 
headquarters so inconspicuously, we 
did not even notice his presence. Even 
though he was extremely shy, he had a 
huge smile. He appeared to be in his ear-
ly twenties. We then learned that he did 
not speak English and Cathie, a mem-
ber of Borderlinks, would translate for 
us. He started speaking in a quiet voice, 
but it seemed loud because we were all 
silent. We could tell that his story was 
going to be powerful. His story was 
direct and precise. He did not exagger-
ate on anything; he didn’t need to. He 
told us that he was from Honduras and 
was in the military. When gangs took 
over the military, he either had to join 
the gangs or be killed. He decided he 
needed to leave so he entered into Mex-
ico. Because of the color of his skin he 
was not safe in Mexico either. He had 
to hide from Mexican Immigration and 
the Police. He rode on a train in Mexico 
all the way up to the Mexico/US border. 
During the ride he got robbed. Finally, 
he tried crossing the border into the 
United States. Because the desert is so 
big and the climate is so extreme, it is 
easy to get lost. That is what happened 
to Derik. 

After getting lost in the desert, he 
came across a lady who was involved 
with No More Deaths, an organization 
whose goal is zero deaths of people try-
ing to cross the border. No More Deaths 
gave him a place to stay and something 
to eat for a few days. He continued 

his journey after that but quickly got 
caught by border patrol. He was placed 
in an immigration detention center for 
six months and was granted a bond of 
twelve-thousand dollars. He also was 
given an ankle monitor, and he can-
not take it off  until he has given them 
$9600. 

Throughout the telling of his story, 
Derik visibly grew more relaxed. He 
made eye contact with us and I think he 
realized that we were open to hearing 
his story. While I was listening to De-
rik speak, I realized that the only thing 
more unwavering than his smile was 
his sense of hopefulness. He was sitting 
with a group of strangers in a country 
full of strangers. He had almost died 
in his own country and he had almost 
died trying to get to this country. And 
here he was, telling his story without 
one complaint or harsh word. It was un-
believable. His story of how he got into 
this country showed me the cruelty of 
our immigration system. His reward for 
making it all the way here without dy-
ing is to pay twelve-thousand dollars. 
All he wants is a stable life where he 
can work and make a living and that is 
why I want to help him.

At Proctor Academy, the seniors 
have the option of doing Senior Project. 
It is during the last three weeks of Se-
nior year and it is a time when students 
can create their own project and focus 
only on that project. The project must 
have set goals and be planned out and 
approved beforehand. Sam and I decid-
ed the same night that we talked to De-
rik that we wanted our Senior Project to 
help Derik in some way. After thinking 
about it some more and talking with our 
instructors, we decided that we should 
do fundraising to help Derik get his 
ankle monitor removed. The monitor 
costs 400 dollars a month so it would 
save a lot of money if he could get it off . 
Our Senior Project idea was the perfect 
way we could help make a diff erence, 
and after learning about the complexity 
of our immigration system, we decided 
the best thing to do was to start by help-
ing one person through one non-profi t.

It may seem that immigration is ir-
relevant in New Hampshire because 
we are so far away from the southern 
border. I learned diff erently on Monday, 
May 14, 2018. That day I attended a 
celebration at Manchester Community 
College that showcased The Endow-
ment for Health initiatives in Concord, 
Manchester, Nashua, and Laconia and 
the work they do for immigrants liv-
ing there. It is called the Immigration 
Integration Initiative and its main goal 
is welcoming immigrants into the state. 
I met many immigrants there who are 
living in New Hampshire. Each city has 
its own committee that does welcoming 
ceremonies and parades for new Amer-
icans.

Through my experiences in the 
See Project  on page 35

Proctor Welcomes 
Gordon Research Conferences

Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy
Proctor Academy has hosted Gor-

don Research Conferences on campus 
during the summer months for de-
cades. These conferences will bring 
well over 1,000 world renowned sci-
entists to the Town of Andover this 
summer. In the past, GRC has wel-
comed Nobel Peace Prize winning 
scientists to the speciality confer-
ences drawing scientists from around 
the globe together to discuss topics 
as diverse as biomolecular chemistry, 
Proteoglycans (GRS), and the study of 
rock deformation.

 Proctor’s campus (and the Town of 
Andover) are reviewed each year by 
attendees of Gordon Research Con-

ferences, and without fail, reviews of 
the quality of food, maintenance of 
facilities, housekeeping services, and 
friendliness of the Town’s folk are 
among the highest of any conference 
location. These reviews combined 
with the ancillary benefi ts of retreat-
ing to Andover’s lakes, ponds, North-
ern Rail Trail, and extensive trail 
networks has led to incredibly high 
demand for this year’s conferences as 
Proctor will host ten straight weeks of 
conferences.

Thank you to all of Proctor’s Main-
tenance, Housekeeping, and Dining 
Services staff  who have made Proctor 
a favorite destination for thousands of 
conferees over the years! 

Proctor Academy Graduates 86 
Members of the Class of 2018

Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy
Proctor Academy held its 170th Com-

mencement Exercises on Saturday May 
26 as 86 seniors received their diplo-
mas. Former US Nordic Combined gold 
medalist and fi ve time Olympian, Billy 
Demong, spoke to graduates about his 
journey and advice as they commence 
on their next steps in life.

Graduates head off  to more than 60 

diff erent colleges, universities, and gap 
year opportunities around the globe. 
Congratulations to each member of the 
Class of 2018, and thank you for all you 
have contributed to the Proctor commu-
nity during your time here!

Check out Proctor’s website for more 
highlights and photos from Graduation 
ceremonies. 

Fuel Oils & Propane
Sales & Service

Our family has been serving the heating 
needs of the area for over 65 years.

P.O. Box 496 • 20 Hall Avenue • Henniker, NH 03242

428-3333
AyerAndGoss.com

Bubba’s Bar and Grille
976 Route 103

Newbury, NH 03255

(603) 763-3290
www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers,

Best 

Lobster 

Rolls!

www.bubbasbarandgrille.com
Join us for dining on our new deck overlooking the lake

Too Good To Throw Away? ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!


