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AE/MS Students, Community
Celebrate School Construction

Steve Foley
After a busy morning participating 

in the annual Share Day activities at 
AE/MS, students gathered in the gym-
nasium for the beginning of the school 
construction celebration. Remarks 
were off ered by school superintendent, 
Mark MacLean, AE/MS principal, 
Jayne Slayton, and three students, Ol-
ivia Glines, Ella Makechnie, and Helen 
Armstrong. (All three are seventh grad-
ers and members of the Student Leader-
ship Team.) The students’ remarks were 
well prepared and delivered. Following 
are quotes from each of the student 
speeches:

Olivia Glines– “AEMS has been a 

The students, staff and administration of AE/MS gathered for a group photo 
on during a celebration of the construction being done at the school on May 
11.  Photo: Steve Foley

(Left) Students eagerly write their 
names on beams that will part of the 
new school addition.  Photo: Steve Foley

(Right) Principal Jane Slayton partici-
pates in groundbreaking ceremony.
 Photo: Bob Norander

safe haven for students for 84 years and 
I hope that continues forever. There are 
many things I love about our school. I 
love how in our school everyone is on 
the same team and the students are giv-
en opportunities to contribute within 
our school community. I look forward 
to having a new safe building where we 
can learn and continue to enjoy each 
others’ company.”

 Ella Makechnie– “I’ve been in the 
AE/MS community for almost one 
school year and don’t have as many 
memories as most people here. Howev-
er Andover Elementary Middle school 
has been an amazing experience. This 

Proctor Theater Presents: 
“In the Heights”

Kristina Harrold, Proctor Academy
On May 18 and 19, Proctor Acad-

emy’s Theater Department presented 
their spring musical: In the Heights. With 
music and lyrics written by Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, the author and composer of 
famed Hamilton, the mix of hip-hop, 
salsa, and classic musical numbers made 
this show one of a kind. As lead Sam 
Wycoff  noted, “Even if you’re not into 
musical theater, this was a good show for 
you, because it is so special - the mes-
sage, the music, the dance - all of it.”

The diverse characters and contem-
porary music bring in musical theater 
veterans, such as Avery Nye ’20, Mar-
garet Fair ’19 and Cat Krupka ’19, along 
with students who are new to the stage, 
like Essence McClain ’20, Daniel Gun-
ther ’19 and Carlos Meyer ’20. As they 
each challenged themselves lyrically 
and physically, especially in the show-
stopping number, 96,000, students were 
invited to explore the issues of race, im-
migration and the meaning of ‘home’.

With such relevant topics in today’s 

world, In the Heights opened remarkable 
opportunities for cross-curricular col-
laboration. Because of the show, the Eng-
lish Department was inspired to shift the 
spring reading to focus on displacement 
and the immigrant experience. Fiona 
Mills’ American Literature class has been 
reading short stories from The Refugees 
and The Water Museum, and local poet 
Ewa Chrusciel came to campus to share 
her immigration story from Poland.

The cast and crew partnered with 
the Diversity Committee for a Q&A 
in assembly to ask questions such as 
“How do you relate to your character?” 
and “What is it like to portray someone 
from a diff erent ethnic background?”. 
The goal was to inspire rich and mean-
ingful conversations that encourage stu-
dents to examine their beliefs about po-
litical and ethical dilemmas, as well as 
their own relationship to displacement. 
Adolescence, especially at a boarding 
school, is a constant navigation of iden-
tity, and many students can relate to the 

Proctor Academy’s spring musical, In the Heights, drew rave reviews to a 
packed house during both its Friday and Saturday night performances. The 
cast and crew of more than 45 students included Andover’s Ryelle Jenifer 
’20, Tori Braley ’20, and Nelson Makechnie ’19 in lead roles, while Britta 
Johnson ’19, River Turnbull ’22, Bria Tremblay, and Ada Grotnes all played 
critical roles in the ensemble. Betsy Abrahamson ’18, Aiden Cox ’18, Aman-
da Hinds ’19, and Cedar Kideaisch ’21 were instrumental as members of the 
drama tech and costuming teams.

Students in 7th and 8th grade had the opportunity to design and build 
scale model bridges in the new Bridge Building Club at AE/MS. See 

story on page 40.

See Heights  on page 41

See Construction  on page 35


