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quick to tell us that while it may look 
like styrofoam, it is a very durable and 
fl exible material that holds up very well. 

The unit stores away in a large car-
rying case that will fi t in the trunk of 
most cars. The wings are detachable 
and held in place by magnets. The land-
ing gear which folds into the wings be-
comes fully functional once the wing is 
slid into place. The propellers are also 
removed for storage. They are easily re-
moved without any tools. 

The craft is controlled with a joy-
stick like one you would use with a 
video game. It interfaces with a laptop 
computer. The software on the com-
puter accesses available maps such as 
GoogleEarth for programming fl ight 
plans. Maps can be downloaded in ad-
vance for use in areas where GPS or in-
ternet are not available. 

For our demo Freyman set up a fl ight 
plan that launched the aircraft and then 
told it to fl y to a house that was across 
the fi eld. When it reached that location it 
then circled the house until it was told to 
execute the next command. The camera 
on the craft could also be programmed to 
look at a specifi c target as it circled. The 
fl ight plan then called for the craft to go 
to other points in the area and to perform 
diff erent maneuvers. At any time Frey-
mann could shift to manual mode and 
manoeuver the craft using the joystick. 

During part of our demo the camera 
was switched to thermal imaging mode. 
People on the ground were instantly vis-
ible. Had it been night time, they would 
still have been plainly visible.

Although the battery powered mo-
tors make a lot of noise during take off  
and landing, once the craft ascended it 
was barely audible except when right 
overhead. BirdsEyeView has changed its 
testing location due to some complaints 
from residents at their former test area. 
The new test area provides a large fl ight 
area all under the control of a single 
owner, who has been very supportive.

BirdsEyeView recently received a 
contract with the U.S. Department of 
the Interior worth 1.8 million dollars 
to build up to 50 drones over the next 
3 years. These will be used in fi ghting 
wildfi res and search and rescue opera-
tions as well as other scientifi c missions.

BirdsEyeView Aerobotics was found-
ed by Adam Sloane, who is the Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi  cer, and his wife Christine, 
who serves as Chief Financial Offi  cer. 
Adam, who grew up in North Carolina, 
has degrees in Aerospace Engineer-
ing from the University of North Caro-
lina and a MS from Stanford University. 
After school he worked for a company 
that was competing for one of the fi rst 
major portable drone procurements by 
the US military. He has worked as a de-
fense contractor and designed a couple 

of small fi xed wing drones for military 
use. After several years as a defense 
contractor Sloan says “I eventually got 
frustrated with the military procurement 
process and the direction in which the 
technology was being taken (from see-
over-the-next-hill reconnaissance appli-
cations with a focus on keeping soldiers 
from walking into danger, to targeting 
and weaponization). As a result, I left my 
job in Florida and moved to New Hamp-
shire with the goal of doing something 
entrepreneurial and a belief that the tech-
nology could and should be brought into 
a form that was accessible and useful to 
everyday people.”

Sloan’s experience with various 
robotic aircraft led him to the conclu-
sion that while fi xed wing aircraft had 
many advantages over “quadcopters” 
and other robotic aircraft that are popu-
lar today, they were not practical as “ 
they require too much space and pilot-
ing expertise to safely take off  and land 
in the kind of cluttered environments 
that the average person encounters on a 
daily basis. It seemed clear to me that a 
truly useful fl ying robot would have to 
have attributes of both.” Sloan began on 
the design that would become the Fire-
FLY6 in 2010, and demonstrated proof 
of concept in 2012. The business began 
at Sloan’s home offi  ce in Sutton, then 
moved to their barn and eventually to a 
warehouse in Boscawen.

On his commute to and from 
Boscawen, Sloan noticed the building at 
519 Main Street in Andover and when 
the sign out front changed from “For 
Sale” to “For Lease” they quickly moved 
to secure a space in the building. The 
components of the FireFly 6 are manu-
factured elsewhere, but the assembly, 
and testing takes place in Andover. 

The airframe was designed to use 
motors, propellers and other components 
designed and manufactured by others. 
The software that controls the aircraft is 
developed by an engineer on staff . The 
design of the aircraft, with it’s vertical 
take off  and landing coupled with soft-
ware that simplifi es the operation and 
control of the aircraft set the FireFLY 6 
apart from other robotic aircraft. 

While the FireFLY 6 is designed 
more for commercial use, Sloan hopes 
to move toward “bringing the technol-
ogy into forms that are accessible and 
useful to everyday people. You’ll see 
our products continue to evolve towards 
that over time.” For now, Sloan says that 
their eff orts are focused on improving 
upon the FireFLY 6 PRO. 

Sloan will be off ering a public dem-
onstration of the FireFLY 6 PRO dur-
ing the Andover 4th of July celebration. 
The demo will take place at Carr Field 
on Main Street at 10:30 AM. 

For more information on the compa-
ny and their products visit their website: 
www.birdseyeview.aero. 

FireFLY  from page 31879 Town Hall Returning to Role
as Andover’s Community Center

Larry Chase, Andover Hub
So how are things going at The 

Andover Hub (the new name for Ando-
ver’s 1879 town hall) these days?

That was the question the Beacon 
posed to the folks who are working to 
return The Hub to its original purpose 
as a center of community activity. 

The short answer: Very well, as a 
result of lots of hard work, and lots of 
interest in uses of the space. Yet more 
work and interest are required. 

A longer answer, as supplied by the 
Hub partners: First, some of the work 
that’s been done since the building ac-
quired its new owners in late 2016:

• Cleared out all the offi  ce equip-
ment, etc., that was left behind

• Completed some exterior painting
• Removed all carpeting 
• Plugged up all holes in stone foundation
• Installed motion sensor lights at exits
• Improved stairs to dance studio 
• Improved air-conditioning of studio
• Installed new access hardware with 

combination lock
• Repaired old boiler 
• Repaired all baseboard registers (41 

leaks soldered)
• Installed fl ood lights
• Created new exterior signage
• Leveled up dance studio fl oor
• Created exhibit space for artwork 

and photography
• Replaced ceiling fi xtures in meet-

ing room
• Replaced ceiling fi xtures on 2nd fl oor
• Reinforced support of rear roof and 

dance studio ceiling
• Eliminated varmint access & residency
• Fixed urinal, replaced toilet seats
• Reinforced gate to back staircase in 

dance studio
• Sanded fl oors on main level
• Installed new electric hot-water heater
• Repainted hallway & meeting rooms

Second, a list of programs, work-
shops and other events that have oc-
curred or been scheduled since Septem-
ber of last year: 

• Yoga (3 teachers)
• Tai Chi
• Zumba
• Karate lessons
• “Coff ee at the Hub” 
• “Christmas is for Kids” party
• Reiki
• Bone Builders 
• Personal exercise training
• Weekly ongoing crafts group
• Twice-weekly “coff ee and conver-

sation” sessions
• Dinnerware decoupage
• Needle felting 
• Ukrainian Easter egg decorating 
• Dog training 
• Music with Friends (for little kids 

and their caregivers)
• Computer help
• German conversation hour
• VNA presentation–How to Prevent 

Falls
• VNA presentation–How to Keep 

your Brain Sharp
• VNA senior health clinic 
• Weekly cribbage night
• Individual counseling sessions
• Music lessons
• The Hub Closet–upcycled craft 

supplies
• Paint & Sip 
• Birthday party rental
• Baby shower rental
• Board meetings of community or-

ganizations
Meanwhile, Hub partners say, the 

need for additional repair/rehab/restora-
tion work continues, as does the need 
to identify new sources of revenue, vol-
unteer support and programming. Stay 
tuned for details, or contact andovercom-
munityspace@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.  
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Call for pick up:
Pat Cutter - 735-5628

Arch Weathers - 748-8984
Tim Norris - 735-5369 
Chris Norris - 735-5120

Andover Old Time Fair • Sunday, August 5, 2018 at Potter Place

Donate your salable items to the 
Andover Old Time Fair Auction & Flea Market!

Help make the fair a success while supporting

Th e Andover Historical Society.

WILMOT FARMERS MARKET 
Every Saturday * 9 to Noon * Rain or Shine
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