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2018 Canaan Meetinghouse 
Readings schedule

Phil Pochoda
A much too protracted winter seems 

to have shifted precipitously into summer 
today, so it seems time to distribute the 
dance card for the 2018 Canaan Meeting-
house Readings. I am particularly pleased 
with the books and authors this year, and 
think that every one of the four weekly 
Readings in July (and one in August) 
seems exciting. The Canaan and Lyme 
library will have all the 2018 books in 
stock. They will also be on sale at the Nor-
wich bookstore. (If you buy them now, the 
authors will sign them at Canaan).

Please join us at the Meetinghouse 
this summer and enjoy this diverse ar-
ray of great authors.

2018 Canaan Meetinghouse
Reading Series

July 12 - Peter Manseau: The Appara-
tionists: A Tale of Phantoms, Fraud, 
Photography and the Man Who Cap-
tured Lincoln’s Ghost. Chosen by Pub-
lisher’s Weekly as One of the Ten Best 
Books of 2017 by NPR and LA Times, 
and book of the month by Oprah Win-
frey and EW.
July 19 - Christopher Wren: Those Tur-
bulent Sons of Freedom: Ethan Allen’s 
Green Mountain Boys and the Ameri-
can Revolution. Wren was New York 
Times Bureau Chief in Moscow, Pe-
king, Johannesburg, Cairo and Ottawa.

Lauren Groff : Florida (short stories); 

her previous novel, Fates and Furies, 
was a fi nalist for the National Book 
Award in fi ction, the National Book Crit-
ics Circle Award, and the Kirkus Award. 
Was Amazon.com #1 book of 2015
July 26 - Howard Mansfi eld: Summer 
Over Autumn: A Small Book of Small-
Town Life. Mansfi eld is the author of 
eight previous popular books about lo-
cal history, architecture, and preserva-
tion, including In the Memory House 
and The Same Ax Twice

MacArthur: Heart Spring Mountain 
(fi ction). MacArthur’s previous book of 
short stories, Half Wild, was a fi nalist 
for the 2016 New England Book Award, 
and chosen by Barnes & Noble as a 
Discover Great Writers book
August 2 - Lloyd Schwartz: Little Kisses 
(poems); Author of three previous books 
of poetry, Schwartz is the classical music 
commentator for NPR’s Fresh Air and the 
winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Criticism.

Joan Silber: Improvement (fi ction); 
Winner of the 2017 National Book Cir-
cle Critics Award in Fiction, and Win-
ner of the 2018 PEN/Faulkner Award. 
Silber is the author of six previous high-
ly acclaimed books of fi ction.

All readings start at 7:30 PM at the 
Meetinghouse, Canaan Street, Canaan. 

The Norwich Bookstore will sell 
current and past books by each author 
at the Meetinghouse. 

Ausbon Sargent Protects Two 
Properties in New London

Press release
The Ausbon Sargent Land Preserva-

tion Trust continues to protect properties 
important to the Town of New London. 
Two new properties have been added, in-
cluding one on Pleasant Street in the Pleas-
ant Lake watershed and a 19 acre parcel to 
be known as the Edwin S. Brown Forest 
Preserve on Forest Acres Road. 

At the March 14 New London Town 
Meeting, the majority of New London 
voters gave the Pleasant Street-East Proj-
ect their approval and the conservation 
easement was recorded on April 25, 2018.

In 2016, the town acquired a 26.38-acre 
parcel of land, with 550 feet of road frontage 
along Pleasant Street. The property is located 
within the Pleasant Lake watershed. Mon-
ies for this purchase came from the capital 
reserve funds set aside for protecting open 
space. Following an environmental survey 
of the property, it was determined that more 
than 25% of the parcel is jurisdictional wet-
lands. It is not prime land for development, 
nor should it host any activity that would in-
crease the impervious surfaces.

The Pleasant Street-East easement is 
best suited for conservation purposes, 
such as managing the forest and provid-
ing habitat for wildlife, extending the 
Kidder-Cleveland hiking trail located on 
the Pleasant Street-West property, as well 
as, allowing for other low-impact recre-
ation. New London’s Conservation Com-
mission Chair, Bob Brown says, “One of 
the primary attributes of permanently 
conserving this land is to protect the wa-
ter quality of Pleasant Lake. Water fl ows 
from this parcel across Pleasant Street 
creating the headwaters of Red Brook, a 
major tributary to Pleasant Lake. Placing 
a conservation easement on the property 
also makes good on the promise we made 
to voters when we sought their approval 
to purchase the land in 2016.”

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preser-
vation Trust has been working with 
Bob Brown, Chairman of the New 
London Conservation Commission for 
more than a year to place a conserva-
tion easement on the Edwin S. Brown 
Forest Preserve, owned by Bob and his 
wife, Sandy. We are happy to announce 
that this project closed on May 1, 2018.

The 19.4-acres is bordered on three 
sides by Forest Acres Road, County Road 
and Interstate 89, and is also located near 
other protected land on Messer Pond and 
Clark Pond. By protecting the Brown 
property, nearby streams and wetlands 
as well as the water quality of Messer 
Pond will also be protected. It has highly 
ranked forestry soils and can be managed 
for both forestry and agriculture.

Bob Brown chose to name his prop-
erty the Edwin S. Brown Forest Preserve 
to honor his father. Bob shares that his fa-
ther “passed away at a young age, when 
I was just 15. While we only had a short 
time together, I believe that he taught me 
some important life values.” The loca-
tion of this property could off er house 
sites along Forest Acres Road or County 
Road. Bob say, “the signifi cant value of 
this property to us is far more important 
than the dollars that a house lot project 
may bring. We feel that this forested 
wetland parcel is an important land that 
will help fi lter the large volume of storm 
water fl ow off  of the interstate highway 
[I-89] and better protect the Messer Pond 
water quality. Therefore, we have decid-
ed to donate a Conservation Easement 
on this property so that it will remain an 
undeveloped forest land.” 

Ausbon Sargent now protects 145 
properties on over 11,309 acres of land 
in our 12-town service area. 

Ausbon Sargent Board Chair Doug Lyon, Executive Director Debbie Stanley 
and Land Protection Specialist Andy Deegan stand behind Bob And Sandy 
Brown at the closing on their Edwin S. Brown Forest Preserve in New London.
 Photo: Peggy Hutter

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

We’re an independent, Trusted Choice® insurance agency.  
Locally owned and operated by the Barselle Family since 1980. 
We work for YOU, not the big insurance companies. Experience  a 

 

Homeowner • Automotive • Motorcycle • Boat
ATV & Snowmobile • Business • Farm & Forest 

Life & Disability •

Call us to discuss your insurance needs at 1-800-392-6532

www.colby-group.com
Brett Barselle
Owner, President

 OUR CREATIVE 
IMAGININGS LLC 
Face and Body Artistry

Face Painting & Glitter Tattoos
We wish all a very 
Happy 4th of July

Call Judy @ 603-728-9445
www.ourcreativeimaginings.net

We do many types of events, par-
ties, music festivals, grand openings, 
business, school and many others
Give us this ad and get 15% off  your 
event or bring us this ad to our tent 
on the 4th on the commons and get 
$1 off  your design.


