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Larry Chase
Andover Historical Society

Two live presentations–one by a na-
tionally recognized “recreator” of the 
magic of early 19th century performer 
Richard Potter, and one by the Andover 
author of a 2018 biography of Potter, 
called Richard Potter: America’s fi rst 
black celebrity–will be featured at this 
year’s Andover Old Time Fair, to be held 
on Sunday, August 5, from 9 AM to 2 
PM on the grounds of Potter’s old es-
tate in the village of Potter Place, which 
takes its name from the magician.

The presentations, along with other 
attractions of the Old Time Fair (see 
page 1), will be open to the public at 
no charge. Food, auction items, crafts, 
and fl ea-market off erings will also be 
on sale, with purchases benefi ting the 
Andover Historical Society, sponsor of 
the Old Time Fair.

Potter’s “recreator,” Robert Olson, 
will perform twice–at 11 AM and 1 PM. 
Author Hodgson will speak at 1:30 PM.

Starting in Old Sturbridge Village, 
Mass., Olson has spent the past 40 years 
studying and recreating the magic of Pot-
ter. As he explains, “Potter’s shows were 
advertised as ‘An Evening’s Brush to 
Sweep Away Care, or a Medley to Please.’ 
The show consisted of magic with cards 
and coins, ribbons and boxes, and a va-
riety of other tricks of magic from over 
150 years ago. Potter also off ered ven-
triloquism, did a comic dissertation on 
noses, sang comic songs and presented 
a shadow puppet play called The Broken 
Bridge. His full show entertained audi-
ences for over 25 years and were off ered 
all across the nation as it then existed.”

As for Hodgson’s book Richard Pot-
ter: America’s First Black Celebrity, its 
publisher’s notes explain:

“Apart from a handful of exotic--and 
almost completely unreliable–tales sur-
rounding his life, Richard Potter is al-
most unknown today. Two hundred 
years ago, however, he was the most 

Ed Hiller, Andover Historical Society
In earlier times, towns such as 

Andover had the moral and legal obliga-
tion to assist those townspeople in need 
of fi nancial or physical support. How the 
Town, rather than the County, State, or 
Federal Government, fulfi lled its duty 
is a story that spans the years from the 
Town’s beginnings in the 18th century 
through most of the 19th century.

At fi rst, the Town contracted with local 
residents to take in and provide care and 
support for the needy. After following this 
system for a number of years, Andover, 
like other towns, came to the conclusion 
that a more economical procedure would 
be to acquire and operate a Town Farm, 
where those who were able to work could 
contribute to their own support. This ap-
proach terminated only when Merrimack 
County established the County Poor Farm 
in Boscawen, and Andover’s needy could 
be cared for there. The following sketch 
details some of the perhaps forgotten his-
tory of Andover’s Poor Farm.

In the beginning, help for those who 
fell upon hard times was generally pro-

vided by charitable neighbors. But, as 
the Town developed, charitable responsi-
bility gradually shifted to the Town as a 
whole. Each individual case of need was 
taken up separately by the Town, and 
support was arranged by hiring a resi-
dent to provide food and clothing for a 
contracted period of time. These support 
contracts were typically established by 
means of an auction, or “vendue”, at the 
Town Meeting, to determine who would 
assume the burden of support at the least 
expense to the Town. Also, it was not 
uncommon to have a person petition 
the Town Meeting to see how much the 
Town would provide him to help support 
his aged mother, for example. The chari-
ty recipient was required to contribute to 
his own support by performing as much 
work as he was able, estimates of which 
were naturally refl ected in the bids made 
for his support.

Although the care provided by this 
method was basic, and depended upon 
the character and good will of the towns-
people who bid them in, there were a 

Andover History–The Poor Farm

Andover’s town “Poor Farm” was located about one mile north of East 
Andover Village on Tucker Mountain Road. It was operated by the town from 
about 1830 to 1865. 

See Farm  on page 25

Robert Olson, Magician, will be performing as Richard Potter during the Old 
Time Fair on Sunday, August 5 at 11 AM and 1 PM. 

Pott er Place’s Namesake to Receive 
Special Att ention at Old Time Fair

See Potter  on page 16

Example of an early “broadside” ad-
vertisement for one of Richard Pot-
ters Shows in the early 9th century.

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7
5:30 to 7:30 PM • Rain or Shine

Bessie Rowell Community Center in Franklin
FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

Building strong community partnerships to promote safe neighborhoods

Food • Prize Wheel • K-9 Demo • Slip n’ Slide • Much More!
For information contact Franklin PD at (603) 934-2535

PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581

MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.
• Plowing & Sanding Driveways
• Septic Systems
• Site Work
• Sand, Gravel, and Loam


