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A later committee, appointed in 
1827, added the article stating:

It shall be the duty of the committee 
appointed by the Town to be vigilant in 
the detection of all such as are spending 
their time and property visiting taverns 
or grog shops or in any way that shall 
render them liable to become paupers, 
and report them to the Selectmen, and 
it shall be their duty to take immediate 
cognizance of all such reports rendered 
to them by the above committee.

As may seem familiar to present-day 
readers, it took many years for Andover 
to come to the point of action on the pro-
posal to buy a farm. They continued to 
hold “vendues” to arrange for the care 
of the needy, often all under one roof, 
and continued to appoint committees to 
study the question further. But the Town 
fi nally took decisive action at the 1830 
Town Meeting, and voted to have the 
committee on pauperism receive pro-
posals and select a farm for purchase, 
and the Selectmen to close the bargain at 
an amount not to exceed the value of the 
parsonage fund, then standing at its orig-
inal amount of $1,607. Later that year the 
Selectmen signed a deed with Samuel 
Fuller for his farm of some 105 acres on 
Tucker Mountain Road, for $1,500. In 
1837 they added an adjacent 21 acres by 
purchase from Silas B. Tilton, for $655.

The U.S. Census for 1850 shows the 
resident overseer at the Poor Farm as 
John Simonds Pevier with his wife Mary 
Ann, tending to nine residents including 
one boy aged seven. In the 1860 Census 
the overseer was John Emery with his 
wife Mary and her son Wesley B. Clem-
ent, along with 16 residents including 
three children. Seven of the nine 1850 
residents were still there in 1860. The 
residents included some widows and 
orphans, along with several mentally de-
fi cient individuals. One of the long-term 
residents of the Farm was Samuel Sleep-
er (“Blind Sam”), born in 1785, who died 
there in 1863.

Andover operated the Town Farm 
for nearly 40 years. In 1865 Merrimack 
County established the County Poor Farm 
in North Boscawen, and Andover shortly 
thereafter closed its Poor Farm, selling it 
at auction in 1868 for $2,225, with occu-
pancy for the purchaser to be delayed un-
til April 1, 1869. By that time some of its 
residents had already been transferred to 
the Merrimack County Poor Farm.

What about the farm itself? It was 
located about one mile north of East 
Andover village on Tucker Mountain 
Road. Joseph Ladd (son of Edward 
Ladd, the fi rst settler in East Andover 
village) had established, before 1800, a 
brick yard sited on the west side of the 
road near the location of the later farm 
house, where neighbors were allowed to 
make bricks for themselves.

In 1802, Samuel Fuller, newly mar-
ried the previous year to Betsy Gove, 
purchased this tract of three acres from 
Joseph Ladd, and added it to some 100 
acres to the east and north of the road 
that he had inherited from his father, Da-

vid Fuller, in 1799. He built a dwelling on 
the west side of the road, and a barn on 
the east side, and settled in with his new 
bride to raise their family. After selling 
their farm to the Town in 1830, the Full-
ers moved to Holderness, NH.

When Andover disposed of the Poor 
Farm in 1868 at auction, it was pur-
chased by three East Andover business 
partners: William S. Marston, Joseph 
Osgood and Weare D. Tuttle. Mr. Mar-
ston had just inherited his family farm, 
what is now the Highland Lake Inn. 
Weare D. Tuttle was William Marston’s 
brother-in-law. Together they operated a 
store in the East Andover village. Joseph 
Osgood was a businessman active in real 
estate and lumber, who lived on Chase 
Hill Road across from the present Bach-
elder Library.

When these partners obtained the 
Poor Farm in 1868, it contained about 
126 acres. They immediately sold off  
about 40 acres of back land to abutters, 
and (probably) rented out the remain-
ing farm to tenants. Within the next few 
years the partnership was eventually 
dissolved, and in 1877 the remainder of 
the farm was sold to Elvin and Debo-
rah Merrill. The Merrills, succeeded 
by Mrs. Merrill’s son Frank Dickerson, 
owned the place until 1896.

In 1896 George Eastman and his 
wife Daisy acquired the farm, which 
by then was called “The Great Elm 
Farm” after the marvelous tree in the 
yard. The adjacent photograph gives a 
glimpse of the grandeur of that tree. As 
the Andover historian Marcia Frances 
Hilton put it about 1920:

One of the noblest and most beau-
tiful trees in [East Andover] is the 
magnifi cent elm at George Eastman’s 
home, “Great Elm Farm.” Tradition 
gives that Mrs. Samuel Fuller, whose 
home was here early in the past cen-
tury, upon returning from a horseback 
ride to New Chester, now Hill, set her 
switch into the ground, wherein it took 
root and grew into this remarkable 
tree. It is over 12 feet in circumfer-
ence, with wide spreading branches, 
forming a nearly perfect circle 80 feet 
in diameter.

Ralph Chaff ee, in one of his Andover 
historical sketches, noted that this tree 
was sometimes called “the Riding 
Whip Elm”. Although the great tree 
succumbed years ago to disease and old 
age, the sizable stump was still to be 
seen in the front yard in 2002 when this 
piece was originally written. Alas, it is 
no longer there.

In 1927 the Eastmans departed, 
to be succeeded by a number of later 
owners. In 1932 the barn across the 
road burned, with the loss of a herd 
of cattle. And in recent years, through 
sales and transfers of various fi elds, 
meadows and woodlots, the old Town 
Farm property has been reduced to 
about 15 acres. But running through 
the surrounding woods that were part 
of the farm a century and a half ago 
are stone walls bearing silent witness 
to those who labored on the Town’s 
Poor Farm. 
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If you are, or will be, a caregiver for elderly 
parents or another close family member living 
with Alzheimer’s disease, you may experience 
some emotional stress – but you also need to be 
aware of the fi nancial issues involved and what 
actions you can take to help address them.

You will fi nd few “off the rack” solutions for 
dealing with the fi nancial challenges associated 
with Alzheimer’s. For one thing, family situations 
can vary greatly, both in terms of the fi nancial 
resources available and in the availability and ca-
pabilities of potential caregivers. Furthermore, de-
pending on the stage of the disease, people living 
with Alzheimer’s may have a range of cognitive 
abilities, which will affect the level of care needed.

Here are some general suggestions that 
may be useful to you in your role as caregiver:

• Consult with family members and
close friends. It’s extremely hard to be a solo 

caregiver. By consulting with other family mem-
bers or close friends, you may fi nd that some of 
them have the time and ability to help.

• Consider obtaining durable power of attor-
ney. If you possess a durable power of attorney 
for fi nances, you can make fi nancial decisions 
for the person with Alzheimer’s when he or she 
is no longer able. With this authority, you can 
help the individual living with the disease – and 
your entire family – avoid court actions that can 

take away con-
trol of fi nancial 
affairs. And on a 
short-term basis, 
having durable 
power of attorney 
can help you take 
additional steps if 

needed. You’ll fi nd it much easier to acquire du-
rable power of attorney when the individual living 
with Alzheimer’s is still in the early stage of the 
disease and can willingly and knowingly grant 
you this authority.

• Gather all necessary documents. You’ll 
be in a better position to help the individual liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s if you have all the important 
fi nancial documents – bank statements, insur-
ance policies, wills, Social Security payment 
information, deeds, etc. – in one place.

• Get professional help. You may want to 
consult with an attorney, who can advise you on 
establishing appropriate arrangements, such as 
a living trust, which provides instructions about 
the estate of the person for whom you’re provid-
ing care and names a trustee to hold title to prop-
erty and funds for the benefi ciaries. You also 
might want to meet with a fi nancial advisor, who 
can help identify potential resources and money-
saving services. And a tax professional may be 
able to help you fi nd tax deductions connected to 
your role as caregiver.

Finally, use your experience as a caregiver 
to reminder yourself of the importance of plan-
ning for your own needs. For example, a fi nan-
cial professional can suggest ways of preparing 
for the potentially huge costs of long-term care, 
such as those arising from an extended stay in a 
nursing home.

Caring for an individual living with Alzheim-
er’s has its challenges. But by taking the appro-
priate steps, you can reduce uncertainties – and 
possibly give yourself and your family members 
a greater sense of security and control.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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