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including fi ve former Andover Eagles 
(Ryan Methven ’19, Jack Newton ’19, 
DJ Rankins ’19, Myles Powers ’19, and 
Nelson Makechnie ’19). The team nar-
rowly missed a bid to the New England 
tournament fi nishing at 11-4, the team’s 
best record in over 25 years.

Proctor’s girls’ varsity soccer team 
also featured a number of Andover stu-
dents as Brynne Makechnie ’22, Sasha 
Mackenzie ’22, and Lily Manard ’22 
joined James Southworth ’21, Vienna 
Marcus ’20, and Hailey Makechnie ’19 
(captain) on the fi eld this fall as the girls’ 
posted an impressive 9-6-1 record.

Julian King ’19 and Ezra Jenifer 
’19 helped anchor a small-in-numbers, 

but big-in-heart varsity football team 
(4-4 record), while Katie Bent ’21 and 
Chloe Makechnie ’20 were stalwarts on 
the varsity fi eld hockey team, and Matt 
Bent ’19 (cross country), Sean Slick ’20 
(cross country), and River Turnbull ’22 
(crew) also played vital roles on their re-
spective teams.

Be sure to check out Proctor’s Ath-
letics website: www.proctoracademy.org/
athletics for a complete list of Fall Award 
winners. Updated winter game sched-
ules for hockey, basketball, and skiing 
are also available online. All games are 
open to the public and we hope Andover 
residents take advantage of the top notch 
hockey, basketball, and snow sport 
events on campus this winter. 
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Wrestling With Privilege
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

Originally published on Proctor 
Academy’s website on October 24

I was met by pigtail braids bouncing 
up and down as my daughter sprinted 
to the door asking me through her gap 
toothed, kindergarten smile to guess 
what she learned at school today. Be-
fore I could formulate a witty response, 
she blurted out, “Fair is not the same as 
equal!” I’ve always known this to be 
true, but how often do we fully appreci-
ate our privilege? How often do we really 
wrestle with the diff erence between fair-
ness and equality as it applies to our own 
lives? Living and working at a private 
boarding school in a quintessential New 
England town, it is not often enough.

On October 22, Fiona Mills and 
Caroline Murphy’s Culture and Con-
fl ict course helped the Proctor commu-
nity come face to face with our privi-
lege when Proctor hosted a screening 
of It’s Criminal in the Wilkins Meeting 
House. The feature length documen-
tary highlights the economic and social 
inequities that divide the United States 
by sharing the life-changing journeys 
of incarcerated women and Dartmouth 
College students working together to 
write and perform an original play that 
explores the often painful and troubled 
paths that landed the women behind 
bars, and also shares some of their frag-
ile visions for the future. The evening 
took on additional depth as we were 
incredibly fortunate to welcome two of 
the incarcerated women, two instruc-
tors, and the director of the fi lm, Signe 
Taylor, for an open discussion after the 
fi lm. To say the evening was powerful 
would be an understatement.

Independent schools operate in a 
world of privilege. They always have. 
Proctor’s boarding tuition crested 
$60,000 this year. As is the case with 
all tuition driven institutions, Proctor’s 
fi nancial aid awards (which totals more 
than $4,000,000 including tuition re-
mission) puts a dent in aff ordability for 
nearly 40% of families, and provides 
access to the Proctor experience for 
some, including disproportionate ac-
cess to families from Andover thanks 
to the Andover Grant that covers 40% 

of day student tuition costs for all 
Andover residents. But even still, fi nan-
cial aid is insuffi  cient and does not pro-
vide access to nearly enough students. 
Proctor is not alone in this challenge, 
and while an uncomfortable topic to 
discuss with students or parents, inde-
pendent schools cannot shy away from 
the fact that more than 80% of Proctor 
families’ incomes fall in the top decile 
in the United States.

Consider this perspective on oppor-
tunity: 2.2 percent of the nation’s high 
schoolers will graduate from nonsectar-
ian private high schools, and yet these 
graduates will account for 26 percent 
of students at Harvard and 28 percent 
of students at Princeton. The fl ip side 
of the equation is equally startling: 96% 
of incarcerated women in one Vermont 
prison were victims of sexual or physical 
assault. Read THIS incredibly thought 
provoking piece from the Atlantic for 
more startling statistics on wealth, privi-
lege, poverty, and the cycles that sur-
round each as an ever increasing gap in 
opportunity develops in our country.

Experiences that force us to under-
stand, appreciate, and wrestle with 
privilege are critical to graduating self-
aware, engaged young people. Sitting 
in on Fiona and Caroline’s class as stu-
dents debriefed their reactions to last 
night’s screening reiterated the impor-
tance of these experiences. The depth 
of responses, the desire to not just talk 
about the privilege of those Dartmouth 
students in the fi lm, but to self-refl ect 
on the privilege present in our own 
community was impressive.

In a written response to the fi lm for 
her Honors US History class, Sophia ’20 
shared, “I never thought about the fact 
that when I picture a prisoner, I think 
that I want to help them. Who am I to 
want to ‘help’ them? Why do I put my-
self above these women when they are 
just as human as I am? Why do we see 
prisoners as less than human? I never 
thought about the disadvantages that 
someone who comes from a poorer 
background were in the justice system. I 
never thought about how a human being 
could be held in jail for years awaiting a 

See Privilege  on page 25

Top: Ryelle Jenifer ’20 dances in the Proctor Elites end of term performance. 
Middle: Britta Johnson ’19 performed in an end of term performance for 
Proctor Academy’s theater program. Bottom: Hailey Makechnie ’19 sang in 
Proctor’s Jazz/Rock ensemble along with Tori Braley ’20.

Proctor Arts: Fall 
Performances Feature Local Talent

Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy
The end of every trimester provides 

an opportunity to showcase student 
artwork and to enjoy performances by 
jazz/rock, dance and vocal music en-
sembles, as well as a theater produc-
tion. Local students played a key role 
in each of these performances as Ryelle 
Jenifer ’20 (dance), Hannah French ’19 

(dance), Hailey Makechnie ’19 (Jazz/
Rock), Tori Braley ’20 (Jazz/Rock), Ce-
dar Kiedaisch ’21 (dance), Britta John-
son ’19 (theater), and Amanda Hinds 
’19 (theater) all took the stage and shone 
brightly! Check out more photos of our 
Andover students in action at https://
www.fl ickr.com/photos/proctoracademy/al-
bums/. 
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