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Andrew Tyler and his 
LEGO® Robotics Team

Kara Baird
Proctor Academy Student Journalist

The boys fi led into Mr. Tyler’s class-
room and went to the giant shelves of 
LEGO® Robotics Kits and found their 
projects. Then they broke off  into their 
respective groups that Mr. Tyler as-
signed and began to work. Using printed 
guides and Mr. Tyler’s assistance, they 
added on to their robots. Color sensors, 
coasters, and diff erent types of arms are 
some of the objects they began to fi gure 
out how to attach.

Two years ago, Andrew Tyler, the 
technology teacher, decided to start the 
LEGO® Robotics Club at AE/MS. Ty-
ler teaches technology at AE/MS for 
kindergarten through eighth grade. His 
idea for the club was kick-started with 
the help of Woody Flowers, a speaker 

at one of Proctor’s commencements, 
that gave the school enough money to 
buy three starter kits. Later that year, 
he was watching the news and saw 
grants for LEGO® Robotics. Mr. Tyler 
explains his path to getting funding, “I 
tried to research grants to have mate-
rial for class as well as a club. Halfway 
through last year I got a grant that gave 
us twenty kits for building plus other 
accessories.”

The club is for students at AE/MS grades 
5 through 8. The students build robots from 
LEGO® robot kits designed to perform cer-
tain tasks on a playing fi eld. The boys do 
everything from building the playing fi eld 
props to coding the robots. In November, 

there is a competition for multiple schools 
that Mr. Tyler’s club will be attending. At 
this competition, the boys will have their 
robots complete tasks on the playing table. 
The boys can code their robots to pick up 
items, stop on certain colored tiles, and 
push props across the table. Because work-
ing together is crucial as well, the team will 
be presented with teamwork themed chal-
lenges to complete in front of judges.

The AE/MS Robotics Club doesn’t 
have an issue with getting kids interested. 
Mr. Tyler leads about fourteen boys and 
fuels their passion for LEGO® Robotics. 
Tyler stated; “we started last year with 
only eight meetings lasting an hour, but 
now we have two hour meetings every 
week. The students even wanted to start 
a week early.” With the intense interest 
in the club, it lacks one thing, girls. Girls 

in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math) has always 
been a hot topic but Mr. Tyler is 
planning to combat it, “A lot of 
girls were pulled away from this 
club because of sports. Also, 
when girls hear LEGO® Robot-
ics they think boys. I want them 
to think diff erently about the 
club and I’m planning on getting 
more interest through in-class 
demonstrations with the robots.”

Watching all the boys work 
in their small groups and col-

laborate was impressive. Mr. Tyler 
guides the boys to work together re-
spectfully to complete tasks. The age 
gap between 5th graders and 8th grad-
ers doesn’t seem to be an issue; they all 
share one thing in common and that is 
their interest in building robots.

Mr. Tyler has brought something 
special to AE/MS. LEGO® Robotics 
will prepare his students for their future 
even if it’s not STEM related. Mr. Ty-
ler represents what the FIRST LEGO® 
League is trying to instill, teamwork 
and problem-solving. The resources 
given to AE/MS are without a doubt 
used to their fullest potential in the club 
and class time.  

The two teams gather before the LEGO at the Lakes Regional Event.
Front: L to R Trevor Rosser, Damien Jenifer, Ben Newton, Nate Bain, Mychal 
Reynolds, Dylan Hammond, Gus Kiedaisch, Tristan Colby, and Coach Andrew 
Tyler. Back - Caleb Warzocha, Wyatt King

The fi fth grade at AE/MS recently held their own election for governor. 
Candidates for Governor are: (Front row L to R): Aysiah French, Asa Gil-

man, Makayla French, Cooper Hedderig (runner up), Ollie Grotnes, Ella Lab-
rie (Second row L to R) Caleb Moriarity, Vanessa Guptill, Anna Warzocha, 
Carter Wheeler, and Lydia Thisell. Ben Newton (Inset) was the winner.

Eighth grade team members Gus Kiedaisch 
and Caleb Warzocha prepare for competi-
tion as Mr. Tyler looks on.

AE/MS Students look like they are having a blast at the school Hallow-
een Dance. Top L to R: Andrew Croteau, Eliza McDonald, Grace Plante, 

Mary Clough aka Bob Ross, Morgan Quinn, Trinity Delaney and Ashley Neu-
berger gather together for a photo op at the dance. Ryan Carey is caught 
photo bombing in the background.
Bottom L to R: Luke Demers, Ella Noyes, Trinity Delaney and Jeremiah Mock 
pose together at the AE/MS Halloween Dance.  Photos: Jennifer Bent
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