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OPINION

Louise Andrus’
View from Concord, January 2022

Louise Andrus, State Representative

Happy February! Maple Syrup sea-
son is just a few weeks away, and then
comes spring!

The House had the first sessions of
2022 on January 5 and 6 at the Double-
tree in Manchester. There was much
debating and voting on bills. I am going
to dedicate most of this article to several
bills and the reasons for my votes.

Redistricting: | know many people on
both sides spent weeks and weeks work-
ing on redistricting and held meetings
all over the State. I thank each and every
one of them for all the hard work spent
on these issues, but that does not mean I
had to agree with their end results.

I voted against the redistricting bills
presented by both the “majority” and
“minority”. The bills passed and head-
ed for the Senate without my voting
“yea.” There were, in my opinion, too
many changes all over the State of New
Hampshire. Please remember there is a
saying something like when two people
always agree one of them is not neces-
sary. This pertains to politics also.

HB 607: As originally introduced,
“Establishing local education savings
accounts for students.” I voted “yea”
to table the bill. Let me be clear that I
am 100% for School Choice, but not at
the expense of the taxpayers. HB 607
would cost the taxpayers additional
monies, and [ would not agree to that.

Second, I live in a cooperative
school district of five towns, and if one
of the larger towns decided they wanted
to vote in establishing local education
savings accounts in our school district,
the small town of Salisbury could not
stop it. I believe each individual town
should have to vote whether to imple-
ment something of this nature.

Lastly, according to the bill, the
school district would still receive mon-
ies for the student even though that stu-
dent is going to school elsewhere. If this
bill is revised and would cost absolutely
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nothing to the taxpayers, and each indi-
vidual town would vote on the imple-
mentation or not, I could then consider
supporting the bill.

HB 549: Relative to the energy ef-
ficiency resource standard and the
system benefits charge. Passed unani-
mously 343-0. We want to protect the
rate payers of the State.

HB 103: Establishing a dental ben-
efit under the state Medicaid program.
I voted “nay.” There were no financial
figures given as to estimated cost to the
taxpayers of New Hampshire, plus I be-
lieve it would be another increased tax
on the people of New Hampshire.

How many people in New Hamp-
shire do not have dental insurance and
cannot really afford to go to the dentist?
I believe taxpayers would be forced to
pay for something they cannot afford
for their families.

HB 275: Voted “yea” on TOP/A, rela-
tive to the governor’s power to initiate
a state of emergency and various emer-
gency powers.

These are only a handful of the bills
that were debated and voted on in the
two-day session.

Our committees returned to work
in January. I encourage everyone
from District 1 — Andover, Danbury,
and Salisbury — to all across the State
of New Hampshire, to go to the New
Hampshire General Court and read the
calendar each week and become in-
volved in your government, from sign-
ing in to testifying bills in committees,
and speak out. It is important for each
of you to stand up for issues that matter,
as this is your State.

Annual school meetings and town
meetings will be coming up. Get in-
volved and become a candidate for
an office. I will be running for school
board from the town of Salisbury in the
Merrimack Valley School District.

I can be contacted at: 603 648-2510
or |.a.andrus21@gmail.com. £

J&Bh

LANDSCAPING & EXCAVATION
603-735-5212

Septic Systems * Driveways *Walls
New & Existing Construction

Snow Plowing & Sanding

Serving the area since 1992 - Free Estimates

Lawns * Hydroseeding

Loam ¢ Stone ° Gravel

Jon Champagne
Master Road Scholar

Q

#iminTheBeacon © ¢ ¢ ¢ © 0 000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000

#IminTheBeacon !
If you spot your photo in this issue of the Beacon, take a selfie
with that page and share it on Facebook using #IminTheBeacon.

=~

7~

Windshield & Auto Glass Installation

N

AURIDSEN AuTo BobDy

Collision Specialists
Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London - at Exit 11 oft I-89 « 603 526-6267 j

_ Great S

at Newbury Harbor

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers,
alads, and so much more!
L b Bubba’s Bar and Grille

976 Route 103
Newbury, NH 03255

603 763-3290

www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Join us for dining on our deck overlooking the lake

Contact our friendly local agents for a free
insurance quote today!

www.AWFrostlnsurance.com

354 Central Street,
Franklin NH

A.W. FROST
/ INSURANCE

Helping our clients find the best insurance
for their budget & coverage needs
since 1934

603 934-3319

This page proudly

sponsored by

LOUISE ANDRUS
NH REPUBLICAN HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE for Andover, Danbury, Salisbury

406 Raccoon Hill Rd e Salisbury NH 03268 = Louise.Andrus@leg.state.nh.us = 603 648-2510

603 735-6099

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com

AndoverBeacon.com



