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The Beacon is mailed every month to over 1,100 households
 in Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team 
or visit AndoverBeacon.com

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $253.44 $142.56 $75.24 $26.40

Eighth page $464.64 $261.36 $137.94 $48.40
Quarter page $834.24 $469.26 $247.66 $86.90

Half page $1,679.04 $944.46 $498.46 $174.90
Full page $3,051.84 $1,727.46 $906.01 $317.90

Pre-printed insert $1,679.04 $944.46 $498.46 $174.90
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The next issue should be in mailboxes on Friday, April 1. Please get all 
ads, articles, and letters to us by Tuesday, March 15Tuesday, March 15 at the latest. 

And earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

Donations (not including $30 for each out-of-town or gift subscription) are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

LOCAL BEACON SUPPORTERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing for Andover residents who have donated to 

the Beacon in the past calendar year. This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Dennis Fenton

Naughty Nellie’s Ice Cream Gift Certifi cate Herbert Bennett

JJ’s Market & Deli Gift Certifi cate Robert Guardia

Keyser’s Garage Gift Certifi cate Sandra Graves

Mary Kay - Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Donna Duclos

The Refi nery Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Betty Henderson

Drake’s Place Eatery and Market Gift Certifi cate Darrell Lockwood

Blackwater Junction Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Dawn Vosburgh

WINNERSWINNERS! Call volunteer Margo Coolidge at 603 735-5418 to collect your prize. Call volunteer Margo Coolidge at 603 735-5418 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash. Prizes not claimed in 90 days go back into the prize pool.
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We Support The Beacon. Do You?

and can/has run well past midnight.
• The time between the Deliberative 

Session and Voting Day allows citizens 
plenty of time to think about the issues 
on the ballot. Under the Town Meeting 
format, voters must make an immedi-
ate decision without thinking about the 
consequences of the vote.

• Final voting action under SB2 is 
so far removed in time from the debate 

and discussion that took place at the De-
liberative Session that people can lose 
track of what was discussed at the fi rst 
meeting. Most voters do not attend the 
Deliberative Session at all. The result 
can be legions of confused and unin-
formed voters.

• The voting under SB2 takes place 
in the privacy of the voting booth with-
out the pressure of neighbors, friends, 
family, and fellow citizens watching 
you vote and noting the position you 

SB2  from page 1

family always had a farm fl oat in the 
parade, and in 1962 they won the grand 
prize. Riding on the fl oat were Les 
Fenton, Ellie Fenton, Margie Fenton, 
and Cheri Fenton. Dennis remembers 
Amos Johnson’s band in many parades, 
as well as Bill George and his livestock, 
both of which were always enjoyed by 
the crowd.

There were originally no fi reworks. 
In fact, they were banned during the 
war, but kids did have sparklers and little 
fi recrackers. After the war, sometime in 
the late 1940s, the fi rst fi reworks were 

launched from the “Number 9″ railroad 
yard, which is now Blackwater Park.

Just a fun fact: In 1964, the cost 
for the fi reworks display was $635. In 
2022, the committee will pay $15,000 
for the display!

Anyone who would like to join our 
committee, please come to a meeting. We 
meet on the fi rst Wednesday of the month 
at the Andover Community Hub at 7 PM.

For more information, contact 
Doug Phelps at 603 977-0037 or Doug.
Phelps80@gmail.com; Donna French at 
603 735-6131 or DonnaFrench@comcast.
net; or Beth Frost at 603 455-2882 or 
BFrost99@icloud.com. 
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take on any/all issues.
• A traditional Town Meeting can 

and has been a time of hotly contested 
viewpoints. Decorum and polite debate 
have been tossed out the window as in-
sults and unsubstantiated accusations 
are fl ung about.

• The traditional Town Meeting ap-
proves the Town budget and warrant 
articles at a long Town Meeting where, 
typically, only a couple hundred votes 
are cast and there is the potential for 
special-interest groups to push their 
own agendas and to take control of bal-
lot and budget issues.

• Because the votes at the Delibera-
tive Session are not fi nal, many people 
don’t consider attendance to be impor-
tant. Data from towns that have ad-
opted SB2 show a marked reduction in 
meeting attendance. In many cases, the 
smaller number of attendees means the 
quality of the debate is poor and those 
present tend to go along with the rec-
ommendations of the governing body, 
or of special-interest groups.

• With SB2, towns must rely on 
websites, newsletters, and other media 
to get information out to the public prior 
to the voting session, but some residents 
do not have internet access or read pa-
pers. Attending a traditional Town 
Meeting is their only way to become 
informed.

• The purpose of the Deliberative 
Session is to determine the wording of 

the articles and the fi nal form of ballot 
questions. While the wording of some 
warrant articles may not be amended 
(e.g. zoning articles), the general rule is 
that all other warrant articles are sub-
ject to amendment. For example, an 
appropriation article could be amend-
ed down from $250,000.00 to $0. The 
New Hampshire Supreme Court ruled 
in 2008 that deleting all language from 
a warrant article except the words “To 
see’” was permissible.

• If the SB2 Deliberative Session 
is lightly attended or only attended by 
those pushing a specifi c agenda, what’s 
presented to the voters on Voting Day 
may be far diff erent from what the gov-
erning body had proposed. Likewise, 
if a traditional Town Meeting is poorly 
attended, what gets voted in may be far 
diff erent from what the governing body 
presented at the Public Hearing and 
published in the annual Town Report.

This article is only attempting to 
highlight the diff erences between a tra-
ditional Town Meeting and the SB2 for-
mat. The Select Board is presenting the 
SB2 warrant article solely as a means 
for the citizens of Andover to decide for 
themselves which method of voting is 
best suited for our town.

For those who care about this out-
come, it is vital that you attend and vote at 
the upcoming Town Meeting on March 
8, at the Andover Elementary/Middle 
School beginning at 7 PM. 

Support Our Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 

And be sure to thank them for advertising!


