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Agnes Marshall Receives Boston
Post Cane on 102nd Birthday

A beloved resident of
Boscawen

Press release

The Grande Dame of Peabody Place,
Agnes McNeil Marshall, celebrated her
102nd birthday and was presented with
the Boston Post Cane on November 12
at Peabody Place Senior Living Com-
munity in Franklin, New Hampshire.

The day was marked with a party
of Boscawen town officials and Agnes’
family joining her to observe this mo-
mentous occasion. Members
of the Marshall family came
dressed in Marshall Tartan — a
nod to the family’s strong Scot- W
tish roots; the surname dates &
back to about the 12th Century
and means “horse servant,” per-
haps an interpretation of farrier.

The Town of Boscawen |5
was represented by Selectmen |
Matt Burdick and Paul Dickey
with Select Board Chair, Lor-
rie Carey (who is also Agnes’
oldest granddaughter), officiat-
ing in the presentation of the
Boston Cane which is given
to Boscawen’s oldest resident.
Mrs. Marshall, who has lived
through two pandemics, was
originally nominated for presentation
of the Boston Post Cane in 2019.

Agnes Marshall is a beloved figure
in the town of Boscawen’s recent mem-
ory having served as the town’s tax
collector and notary public for many
years while operating the family busi-
ness, Marshall’s Florist, and working
with her husband’s family at Marshall’s
Farm. Additionally, she assisted her
husband in the National Grange insur-
ance business for 23 years. In 1959,
Agnes began working at New Hamp-
shire Bituminous Company to help put
her three children through college and
worked until her retirement forty years
later at age eighty.

Born at home to French and Scot-
tish parents, the house has since been
demolished but stood across from the
mills below what is now the Masonic
Lodge. Later on Agnes lived in the
apartment over what many may re-
member as Carey’s Market. She was
industrious and hardworking — as a
child she graded eggs on the Marshall
Farm and, later, waitressed at the Stone
Porch Lodge Restaurant serving chick-
en dinners at Marshall’s Farm. She also
worked, along with her mother, at the
home of educator and brain trust to
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dr.
Aldolf A. Berle at the Berle summer
home on King Street in Boscawen. At
16, she worked at the soda fountain at
Taylor’s Drug Store in Penacook. She
also waitressed and helped make beds
with Lulu Perkins at the Bonny Tavern
in Boscawen which was located across
from the Torrent fire station.

Agnes and her husband, Sumner
Marshall, served the Boscawen commu-
nity in many ways. Agnes was a Golden
Sheaf member of the National Grange,
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Agnes Marshall of Peabody Place was award-
ed the Boston Post Cane on her 102nd birth-
day. Lorrie Carey, Boscawen Select Board
Chair is on her left. Seated to her right is her
daughter Heather Fletcher, and standing are
Boscawen Select Board members Paul Dick-
ey and Matt Burdick, and Kenneth Marshall.
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a member of the Women’s Auxiliary of

the United Church of Christ where she |

also served as Deaconess, and a mem-
ber of the New England Gladiolus So-
ciety. During the depths of the depres-
sion, Agnes acquired the title of a kind
woman which was marked on her fence
post by hobos passing through from the
nearby railroad, since she always of-

fered them kind words and something )

substantial to eat.

The Boston Post Cane was origi-
nally given to 700 New England towns
by the Boston Post newspaper in 1909,
awarded to the oldest living male resi-
dent in town. In 1930, women were also
allowed to receive the cane. When the
resident passes, the Boston Post Cane
is then given to the next oldest resident.
The Town of Boscawen gives out a rep-
lica of the original cane which is kept in
the Municipal Office Building.

With only remnants remaining of
the COVID-19 pandemic, at long last,
Agnes received her award on her 102nd
birthday were she resides at Peabody
Place, a private nonprofit senior living
community situated between the con-
fluence of the Pemigewasset and Win-
nipesaukee Rivers in Franklin New
Hampshire. =~ 2=

KNP from page 18

this year.” Since retirement, Paul has the
flexibility in his schedule to be available
when a need arises. There is no pressure
to sign up for something, but he likes
“the feeling of building community and
helping people out.” His latest oppor-
tunity involved helping a handicapped
neighbor who had been self-reliant in
the past, but could no longer get their
yard ready for winter. “They were so
grateful for our work. It was rewarding
to spend a couple hours with another
volunteer doing something that meant
so much to someone. Being involved in
KNP has made me realize that there are
people that are under the radar that are
really in need of the kind of help that
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KNP can offer - longer term assistance
that can help people live independently
and have their basic needs met.”

Please see our website KNPNH.org for
more information about KNP, where
you will find yellow buttons on our
homepage to seek help, and/or to be-
come a volunteer. There is also a dona-
tion button, with an option to donate
to KNP or Kars for Kearsarge. Look
at our website and FaceBook page for
an opportunity to purchase alternative
gifting cards as a holiday donation in
someone’s honor. When you volunteer
for KNP, you will be joining a grow-
ing community of engaged neighbors
working together to build relationships
and strengthen connections so every-
one can flourish. £
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Assisted Living
Expansion Now Open!

“Peabody Place has set the standard of future senior care...”

- Jo Brown, Mayor, City of Franklin

- Brand new private, well-appointed apartments

- No entrance fees
- More affordable than nursing homes
- Pet welcoming

INDEPENDENT LIVING + ASSISTED LIVING + MEMORY CARE

“Aplace for all seniors, we welcome diversity.”

Contact us to learn more or schedule a visit:
603.934.3718 24 Peabody Place, Franklin, NH  Peabody.Place
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