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FLORIST & UNIQUE GIFTS
526-2401

1-888-526-2401

New London Shopping Center
LOCAL DELIVERY

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 Closed Sunday
Family Owned & Operated

Bring In 
A Little Spring

with our selection of 
rare and unusual 

house plants!

Green up your surroundings 
this winter with Algerian ivy 

in a hanging basket, 
colorful kalanchoe, or 
a blooming bromeliad.

We have large 
floor plants, too!

Mylar Balloons – Folk Art Signs 
Colonial Candles Dreamtime Herbal Wraps

Merry Meyer Stuffed Animals
Personalized Stoneware Crocks

-We deliver to Andover-

By Mary Kibling
For the Concord Monitor

Reprinted from the Concord Monitor 
with permission.

The Joyful Joey clown troupe 
at Concord’s Havenwood-Heritage 
Heights proves you’re never too old for 
face paint.

When Arline French’s husband, 
Harold, could no longer cope with New 
Hampshire winters, they moved from 
Andover to Hawaii. They have a daugh-
ter who lives on Maui, and they were 
there for two years before Harold died.

These days, French is back in New 
Hampshire. And in addition to sacred 
dancing and photography, she has spent 
her time learning to clown - part of an 
unlikely group of retiree-performers at 
Havenwood-Heritage Heights in Con-
cord. It’s trickier than you might think.

“The biggest problem for a 90-year-
old clown is getting your makeup on 
smoothly in and over the wrinkles, 
but it’s wonderful to be a clown,” she 
said. “When you put that face on, your 
everyday self disappears. The clown-
ing makes us happy and our audiences 
happy.”

It was a pursuit of happiness of sorts 
that brought her back to the state in the 

Steve Hodges
Highland Lake Inn

PO Box 164
East Andover NH 03231

603 735-6426
HighlandLakeInn.com

Let us take good care of your 
family and friends!

Spreading 
The Joy

Arline French, a former Andover resident, with her clown pals from Haven-
wood Heights. Arline is in the back, on the right.

fi rst place.
“I loved Hawaii,” French said. “I 

made friends of so many different na-
tionalities and cultures, but I missed the 
rest of my family. I had to come home.” 
French has three other children, seven 
grandchildren, and three great grand-
children in this area.

“There were 19 of us at the Thanks-
giving dinner table,” she said.

French grew up a dancer. “My moth-
er taught me to dance as soon as I could 
stand up,” she said. She had performed 
on stage at age 12 and in the 1930s and 
’40s did exhibition ballroom dancing.

Today, at 90 years old, French does 
sacred dance at Havenwood after Sun-
day worship services. “Sacred dance is 
mostly arm movements and I’ve had a 
hip replaced, so this is as close to danc-
ing as I get, now,” she said. “We dance 
to hymns, and I love the music.”

She is also a member of a perfor-
mance troupe called the Joyful Joeys.

Last winter, Sally Kelly moved to 
Heritage Heights from western Mas-
sachusetts, where she had established a 

clown ministry in her church. In Con-
cord, she missed her clowns, but quick-
ly remedied that situation. A note on a 
bulletin board invited anyone interested 
in becoming a clown to a meeting.

There are now 11 Joyful Joeys at 
Havenwood-Heritage Heights. (“Joey 
is another name for clown,” Kelly ex-
plained.) The Joyful Joeys meet weekly 
to rehearse and study techniques, make-
up, and costumes.

“We each have a clown name and 
have chosen the character we want to 
be,” Kelly said. “We are Poppyseed, 
Booboo, Jake, New World, Posey, 
Coco, Dodo, Jiji, and I’m Gus. Our mis-
sion is to make people laugh, to bring 
therapeutic laughter and love to stressed 
adults and children.”

The Joyful Joeys bring their ministry 
to the nursing unit at Havenwood once 
a month. They cavorted in the Kiwanis 
parade and performed on the Rev. Bob 
Williams’s closed circuit television chan-
nel at Havenwood-Heritage Heights. 
“We look forward to performing at other 

See Clowns  on page 22

 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bliss Godwin 
of Andover announce the engagement 
of their daughter Laura of Andover to 
Jonathan William Armitage of Laconia, 
son of Rev. Barry and Margaret Armit-
age of Laconia. 

Miss Godwin graduated from 
Sunapee High School and the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire and teaches at 
Franklin Middle School. Mr. Armit-
age graduated from Laconia Christian 
School, Calvin College, and Plym-
outh State University and is a special 
education case manager at Franklin 
Middle School. 

A July 2, 2005 wedding is planned.

ENGAGED 
Laura Godwin 

Erik and Marci Mayo of Northboro, 
Massachusetts announce the birth of 
their fi rst child, a daughter, Taylor Mi-
chele on December 2 at Mount Auburn 
Hospital in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
She weighed 5 pounds, 14 ounces and 
was 22.5 inches long. 

Paternal grandparents are Don and 
Julie Mayo of East Andover. Maternal 
grandparents are Jim and Pam Stark of 
Jackson, Michigan.

BORN 
Taylor Michele 

Mayo

Chuck Will, the director of commu-
nications for the academy, said students 
who were evacuated from buildings 
within about 700 feet of the rink were 
returned to their rooms at about 11:45 
PM. By Thursday night the girls’ varsi-
ty team was back at practice on the ice.

Will said the evacuation was a good 
test of the school’s emergency plan.

“Everyone did sort of exactly as they 
should have done,” he said.

The Andover, East Andover, and 
Wilmot fi re departments assisted with 
the incident. New London, Bristol, 
Franklin, Tilton-Northfi eld, Twin 
Rivers, and Grafton ambulances also 
responded.

Rink  from page 11

Serving Dinner From 5:30


