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Water Runs Downhill — Part 3
By Roger Godwin
Andover Board of Selectmen

Part 3 of our continuing series on 
the challenges Andover faces in keep-
ing its roads in good condition.

Do our roads have to meet any par-
ticular construction or maintenance stan-
dards? Nope. There is no such thing as a 
“legal” standard for how a Class 5 road 
must be built, and most of the roads in 
small New Hampshire towns are Class 5. 

The State road classifi cation system 
merely describes which level of govern-
ment is responsible for which of the six 
defi ned classes of roads. But good sub-
division regulations will specify current 
State-recommended minimum standards 
or better, and all new roads should be re-
quired to meet these evolving standards, 
which are available from both the New 
Hampshire Department of Transporta-
tion and the University of New Hamp-
shire Technology Transfer Center. 

After the roads are built, are there any 
generally applicable maintenance stan-

Traffi c Advisory
From the Beacon Traffi c ’Copter

The bridge on Dyers Crossing 
Road is closed while it is being re-
placed, closing the road north of 
Route 11. Use Hoyt Road instead.

Traffi c on sections of Route 11 
between Hoyt Road and Webster 
Lake is limited to one lane during 
the day, Monday through Saturday. 
To avoid delays, consider alternate 
routes between Andover and Frank-
lin, including Flaghole Road.

The Road Agent plans to pave 
about the fi rst half mile of Switch 
Road south of Route 11 this summer, 
as well as part of Bradley Lake Road. 
Expect delays, and slow down in con-
struction. Give the crews a brake!

dards? Sure. Road maintenance science 
continually advances and good road man-
agers keep abreast of evolving knowledge 
and standards. Road maintenance is not 
just a matter of common sense, as some 
folks claim, but of applied science. 

A few years ago we relied on push-
ing dirt around to make water go where 
it should, but now new products called 
“geotextiles” – plastic mats of many 
different weaves and weights – are in 
widespread use to help wick water away 
from roadbeds, prevent the contami-
nation of gravel bases from dirt being 
pumped up into the gravel through the 
repetitive pressures of passing vehicles, 
and so preserve roads much longer. 

Once we just poured oil on gravel 
to get paving, and we replaced a paved 
road by digging up the paving and cart-
ing it away. Now we reclaim the whole 
surface, digging it up and grinding it, 
then laying it back down and compact-
ing it as a base for a new paved surface, 
saving a great deal of money and get-

ting a better road in the process. 
In approaching all of this, however, 

the rules that apply to maintenance of 
a town’s roads are solely those that the 
Town adopts, whatever evolving sci-
ence might indicate.

Sometimes these rules apply only to 
certain conditions, like the removal of ice 
and snow. But money is limited, mak-
ing perfection impossible, and no town 
wants to waste it in any case. It helps to 
have written policies for addressing those 
problems. Those policies should deal with 
the priorities of actions to be taken. 

The very existence of such policies 
can make a big difference in the Town’s 
liability for damage to private property 
arising from natural events like rain-
storms. If the Town follows its own poli-
cies and damage results to abutting land 
due to the force of nature, the Town is 
not responsible for such damage. 

Next month this column will de-
scribe Andover’s road policies and mu-
nicipal liability.

Hard at work on the Dyers Crossing Road bridgeHard at work on the Dyers Crossing Road bridge - A coffer dam will allow the area around the abutment to be pumped dry. Meanwhile, the machine 
that drives the coffer dam pilings into place takes a break. Photos by Charlie Darling (l) and Roger Godwin (r)

Career Training in 7 occupations 

Computer Training for all levels 

Career Resource Center 

Need Skills? 

New Nonprofit Program 
In Downtown Franklin 

603-934-4400   Now Enrolling for Fall Classes! 
357 Central St.  Franklin, NH  03235 

Need a computer 
at home? 

We can help! 

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

Got News?
We rely on you to let us know 

what’s going on around Andover.  
Call or e-mail with news today!
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