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GRADUATED 
The following area residents are 

2005 graduates of the University of 
New Hampshire: 

• Andover: Beth Fairall, magna cum 
laude. 

• Danbury: Adam Hatch. 
• East Andover: Craig Dailey. 
• Franklin: Ronald Collins, Joseph 

Gallant, John-Dusty Johnson. 
• New London: Jonathan Forbes, 

Christopher Hague, Tyler Haskell. 
• Warner: Melissa Bodine, magna 

cum laude; Alice Carson, summa 
cum laude; Jessica Olivier; Mat-
thieu Rigollet, cum laude; Michelle 
Wapelhorst. 

• Wilmot: Tracy Lucas, Linda Lucas. 
Bridgette Dukette recently graduated 

from Franklin Pierce College in Concord 
with her bachelor’s in human services.

More than 400 adults recently 
earned degrees from Granite State Col-
lege (formerly the College for Lifelong 
Learning). Vanessa Hoyt of Andover 
was among those graduating.
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By Linda Varnum
For the Beacon

When I began writing this during the 
week of August 8, my walker buddy with 
the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer New 
York City reminded me that I am only 
eight weeks away from a weekend that 
may very well leave a permanent mark 
on my heart. I have no doubt that it will.

Back in February, when I committed 
to doing this walk on October 1 and 2, 
and when I imagined I would be walk-
ing with literally thousands of people 
who are all committed to fi nding a cure 
for breast cancer, it seemed almost sur-
real. That is no longer the case.  

For one thing, the intensity and dis-
tance of my training walks have in-
creased over the past eight weeks, from 
a weekly low of eight miles (shin splints, 
ugh!) to a high of 35 miles. For another 
thing, I’m starting to tuck away items I 
will pack in my rolling duffl e bag – a 
pink door mat in the shape of a foot that 
I’ll place in front of my tent to help keep 
out the dirt; a pink boa I might wear to 
put an added bounce in my step; and, 
most importantly, a poster that I’ll place 
on my tent and a T-shirt I will wear, each 
bearing the names of the people who I 
am honored to be walking for, 26 in all.  

For in the end, that’s what this is all 
about. It’s important I’m doing this and 
it’s important you made a gift so I could 
do this, but we don’t deserve the recog-
nition as much as the survivors we hold 
dear and the loved ones we have lost, 
too. In the end, it’s all about them.  

Here’s what we have done on their 
behalf. The average cost of a mammo-
gram is $125, so with the fi rst $1,800 we 
raised we have paid for the equivalent of 
14 mammograms, increasing the chanc-
es of early detection for 14 women.  

The cost of a biopsy begins at $1,000. 
The additional money we have raised 
will pay for at least four, with enough 
money left over for almost six addi-
tional mammograms. I hope you feel as 
proud as I do about making such a posi-
tive impact on so many lives. We truly 
have made a difference.

To make a donation in support of Lin-
da’s walk, go to www.AvonWalk.org and 
then click on Donate, click on Donate 
on Behalf of a Walker or Crew Mem-
ber, click on New York 2005 and in the 
Personal ID Number fi eld enter 941458, 
click on Varnum, Linda, and then click 
on the pink Click Here to Support Me 
button. For more information, you can 
contact Linda at 735-6425.

By Rita Norander
For the Beacon

It was a perfect day on August 6 
for the 108th annual Hersey Reunion. 
Fifty-four descendants of Gilman and 
Hannah Hersey gathered at the New-
found Lake home of Helen Duchesne in 
Bristol, assisted by Margaret and Andy 
Paquette and Rita and Bob Norander. 

Seven states were represented by 
the Hersey descendants in attendance 
- Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, and Virginia. Traveling the great-
est distance were Matthew, Audrey, and 
Stephen Duchesne of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. Elsie Hersey Bassett, age 88, of 
Rumney was the oldest member pres-
ent, while Stephen Duchesne, age 6, of 
Virginia was the youngest.

The traditional pot luck dinner was 
served buffet-style and was eaten out-
side, overlooking the lake. The business 
meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Margaret Paquette. A moment of 
silence was offered for all the deceased 
members of the Hersey family, and es-
pecially for Patrick Hollenbeck who 
died this past year. Greetings had been 
received from many members who, 
though unable to attend, wanted to say 
hello and to be remembered: 

• Sebby and Sally (Hersey) Cassa-
rino of Connecticut

• Paul Stafford of Mississippi
• Karen Hoffmann of Wisconsin
• Mark and Lynn Duchesne of 

Washington state
• Chris and Liz Duchesne of Massa-

chusetts
• Natalie Duchesne of Kentucky
• Janet and Al Mayo of Ohio
Recognition was given to several 

members in attendance: Ray and Dot 
Hersey and Harold and Barbara (Colby) 
Roberts, who celebrate 60th anniversa-
ries this year; newlyweds Paul and Lucille 
(Hersey) Twombly; Sandra Christensen 
(wife of James Hersey, Jr.), who was at-
tending her fi rst reunion; and Steven Col-
by, who attended after a long absence. 

Thanks and good wishes were ex-
tended to Wenona Schoolcraft who do-
nated many family pictures and other 
memorabilia to the Hersey Reunion. 
Wenona is in the process of selling her 
house in Keene, and will be moving to 
Missouri. Thanks were also extended 
to Lisa and Jeff Boucher for helping the 
younger members have a good time. 

Winners of the cash door prizes were 
Brenna Boucher, Rita Norander, and 
Sharon Broadway. The donated prizes 
were won by Janice Faulkner, Matthew 
Duchesne, Lisa Boucher, Derek Bouch-
er, Ray Hersey, and Kevin Boucher.

Following the business meeting, ice 
cream cones were enjoyed as people 
continued to visit and share their family 
news, thus staying in touch and remem-
bering their heritage.

The 109th Hersey Reunion will again 
be held at the Newfound Lake home of 
Helen Duchesne on August 5, 2006.

Linda’s NYC Walk For 
Breast Cancer Is Near

108th Annual Hersey Reunion

Prestigious 
Pig Antiques & Art

Maria & Paul Glorioso
Doing business at:  

Franklin Antique MarketFranklin Antique Market
361 Central Street
Franklin • 934-2800

Austin’s AntiquesAustin’s Antiques
114 Dover Road, Route 4
Chichester • 798-3116

Come Visit Us!Come Visit Us!

NH Quilters’ Harvest Hop
October 6 - 10

Nine Great New Hampshire Quilt Shops
Passports now on sale at

Wednesday - Saturday 10 to 5 • Thursday ’til 8 • Sunday 12 to 5
Pancake Road and Route 11,  AndoverPancake Road and Route 11,  Andover

Info@ConstantQuilter.com • www.ConstantQuilter.com • 735-4100

— $35,000

— $30,000

— $25,000

— $20,000

— $15,000

— $10,000

— $5,000

Watch 
US grow!

The Andover Rec-
reation Committee 
has raised $10,000 
toward better, safer, 
more convenient, 
and more effi cient 
facilities at Corson 
Field and Blackwater 
Park. Won’t you help 
us reach our goal 
with a tax-deductible 
contribution today?

Andover Recreation FundAndover Recreation Fund
PO Box 61PO Box 61

Andover NH 03216Andover NH 03216

Happy Birthday 
to...who?

Celebrate that special birthday, 
anniversary, etc. in a special way –
with a $19 “celebration” ad in the 

Beacon. Call 735-6099.


