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Board Of Selectmen
January 16

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, Se-

lectmen Roger Godwin and Andrew Gup-
till, Town Administrator Mark Stetson

Road Agent John Thompson told the 
Board that his crews are dealing with the 
myriad of recent weather conditions. 

The Board met with Representative 
Jim Danforth, who told the Board that 
New Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) offi cials have told him 
that the work to relocate a short portion 
of Route 11 near the cemetery in East 
Andover is scheduled for this summer. 

Danforth also told the Board that he 
is investigating municipally owned or 
managed wireless Internet systems as a 
possible revenue source for municipali-
ties. He informed the Board that such 
systems are being operated successful-
ly elsewhere in the country. He opined 
that due to the rural nature of most New 
Hampshire communities, large compa-
nies would not be interested in invest-
ing in the equipment to make it happen. 
He told the Board that he is supporting 
proposed legislation that would permit 
municipalities to bond the cost of such 
equipment and to repay the bond with 
the fees charged for the service. 

Danforth also told the Board that 
DOT offi cials have told him that the 
Town would inherit responsibility for 
fulfi lling commitments made by the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail as See Selectmen  on page 17

part of state grants that the group has 
received should that entity cease to ex-
ist. Danforth then left the meeting.

The Board then met with Alex 
Bernhard and Myra Mayman repre-
senting the Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail (FNRT). Mr. Bernhard outlined 
the work accomplished by the FNRT, 
which includes upgrading approximate-
ly 1.7 miles of the Northern Line rail-
road right of way from the Blackwater 
Park to the Potter Place train station. 
The group was awarded a state grant 
that provided a majority of the money. 
He explained that the old stone ballast 
had been pushed aside and new “hard 
pack” gravel had been installed. This 
surface is suitable for pedestrians, bi-
cycles, and the like. He told the Board 
that the work was accomplished with 
the endorsement and assistance of the 
Andover Snowmobile Club. 

He went on to explain that the group 
is seeking a second grant that would fund 
similar work on approximately 2.7 miles 
of the rail bed from the Blackwater Park 
east to Switch Road. He said it is possible 
that, if all went well, this phase could be 
stretched to as far as Plains Road. 

In response to Bernhard’s request 
for a letter of support for the grant ap-
plication, Fenton suggested that the 
FNRT or the state provide answers to 
questions such as what entity would be 
responsible for fulfi lling any commit-
ments made by the FNRT as part of 
these grant awards, who is responsible 

Make An Andover Make An Andover 
Fashion Statement!Fashion Statement!

Show Your Support 
For The Beacon With 

A Beacon T-Shirt

Adult sizes - $20
Youth sizes - $12

Top Quality Hanes Beefy-T

It’s fashion…it’s fun…it’s fund-
raising! Let everyone know you’re 
behind the Beacon – buy a Beacon 
t-shirt and wear it proudly.

Thanks to the Andover Service 
Club, you can get your Beacon 
t-shirt at the Thrift Shop.
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Debbie MartinDebbie Martin

Providing You 
With Truly 

Professional 
Real Estate 

Services From 
Our Andover 

Office
10 Lawrence St. •  Andover NH 03216  •  603•735•5006

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate


