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It is not that odd to fi nd creativity 
lurking in the hills of southern New 
Hampshire. Indeed, it might be consid-
ered a perfect sanctuary, really, for en-
trepreneurs, given the landscape and a 
sense of space that most cities and sub-
urbs cannot provide.

Such is the case with Tripp Stiles 
and his family, who moved to West 
Andover six years ago. Having a son, 
six years old, and twin daughters who 
are two, Tripp fi nds himself involved 
in the local school system. He coaches 
Kearsarge Youth Hockey, working with 
a team of fi ve- to eight-year-olds, in-
cluding his son.

Tripp has been married for 25 years 
to Sabine, who currently works for his 
father’s consultant business, seeking 

executives for in-state manufacturing 
plants.

Tripp attended Kearsarge High 
School while living in New London. 
Studying graphic design in college, he 
eventually started his own business: 
Ragged Mountain Woodworks, which 
has grown into a successful high-end 
cabinet-making company operated 
from his home in Andover. He has been 
in business for 10 years.

“I had a small painting company 
when I was in high school, and even 
college. It was sort of how I supported 
myself. And after college, it turned into 
more of a construction thing, and then 
it moved into more of the fi nish end of 
things. Also, my father is a big wooden 
boat lover, and we’ve always had wood-
en sailboats. So, every winter, I was in 
there helping with the ‘bright’ work. 
I don’t know, but I think that’s maybe 
where it came from.” Tripp explains. 
The business started mostly as a cus-
tom furniture shop, modeled after the 
Shaker Early American furniture style.

“Actually, I was working for a shop 
up in Lebanon. My parents lived in East 
Andover, and there was a big barn, and I 
set up my shop in there. I was just doing 
it on the side, but I landed this job to build 
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a kitchen for some people in Newbury.” 
He soon left the job in Lebanon, and 
things have steamrolled from there.

At this point, the majority of his 
business is by word of mouth, although 
he still advertises in local newspapers 
from time to time. Ragged Mountain 
Woodworks does exclusively residential 
work, and the contractors pretty much 
know who and where they are.

“We do kitchens, built-ins, vanities, 
libraries, and we still build furniture. 
When I started the company, I was build-
ing a lot more furniture, but we don’t do 
it as much. It is hard to fi nd and train peo-
ple to build that quality, so it was really 
just me. I found out quickly that to make 
a living in this business I was going to 
have to build cabinets,” says Tripp.

“We do our design work on a com-
puter, using a cabinet program, which 
allows the customer to see the project in 
3-D, like a virtual tour, and you can see 
each cabinet individually as well, and 
the detail of that cabinet. I’d say that 
about 90% of the time we work directly 
with homeowners,” he states.

In conjunction with the digital de-
sign technology, the addition of a CNC 
router, which links directly to the com-
puter, has been an enormous benefi t.

“Once I have the design fi nalized 
on the computer, I push a button, and it 
fi gures out all of the parts that need to 
be cut out of the plywood, and actually 
saves material,” Tripp says.

Ragged Mountain Woodworks limits 
the amount of stock wood that it keeps 
on hand, preferring to purchase mostly 
on a job-by-job basis. While most of 
their business is local, there have been 
some out of state projects, especially in 
the Cape Cod area.

“One of the reasons I got into mak-
ing cabinets is that it would be a tan-
gible thing that could become self-suf-
fi cient at some point, and it’s easier to 
price than furniture,” says Tripp.

“The biggest challenge is running 
the business, all the different hats, and 
my time between everything trying to 
keep things moving. We actually had a 
consultant here last week to help with 
our mind set in trying to maximize pro-
duction. It was very interesting to actu-
ally go through it all with someone else, 
because you just do it all every day, and 
you don’t think about the stuff you’re 
actually doing. 

“The biggest reward is seeing a com-
pleted project with a happy customer. 
It’s nice to get positive feedback after 
a project is done, that it came out the 
way they thought, or even better,” Tripp 
concluded.

Ragged Mountain Woodworks can 
be reached at 735-6100 or on the Web at 
RaggedMtWoodworks.com.

Ragged Mountain 
Woodworks
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Come Home to the Country

Sherry Noyes

Nice Private Cape 
� 3 BRs, 1¾ baths, deck w/hot tub, 5 acres
� 2-car garage w/storage, walkout basement
� HW floors in kitchen/living and woodstove

Springfi eld  $275,000

Cottage-Style Gem
� 2 BRs, 1.5 baths, mudroom, 1st fl oor laundry 
� Updated kitchen, granite counters, wood fl rs.
� Detached storage barn, plenty of parking

Sutton  $198,900

Minutes to Mt. Sunapee
� Gourmet kitchen w/skylights & custom built ins
� LR w/natural light, cath ceilings, pellet stove
� 1st fl r master suite w/bath, exceptional views

Newbury  $595,000

Lake Sunapee Condo
� 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, wood fireplace, views
� 4 levels, access to beach, golf, and tennis
� Southern exposure, 1st flr laundry/mudroom

Sunapee  $425,000

Restored 1850’s Homestead
� 4,000+ sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4-story barn, views
� 5+ acres meadow/lawn, beautifully landscaped
� 3 wood stoves, fireplace, 12-acre gentleman’s farm

Danbury  $895,000

Three Bedroom Cape 
� Bright and open, hickory and tile fl oors
� Eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage w/storage over
� Bath w/soaking tub & tiled shower, basement

Wilmot  $280,000

Custom Built Cape
� 22 acres of open fi elds, views and privacy
� Open concept and master suite on 1st fl oor
� Cath ceiling LR w/brick/granite fi replace

Bradford $550,000

Next to Covered Bridge
� 300 ft Warner River frontage, Mt. views 
� Good access to Rt 103, 114, and I-89 
� Newly renovated house, large barn/shed 

Bradford $249,900
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