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amined. Rene reviewed a long list of 
concerns in no order of importance:

The electrical wiring is 40 years 
old. National Electrical Code suggests 
replacing wiring after 20 years. Forty 
years isn’t even on the charts.

The school needs a sprinkler system. 
Proctor Academy has upgraded their 
system, and Andover may be able to tap 
into that infrastructure to get the neces-
sary water pressure.

In order to protect the building enve-
lope, a fi re wall needs to be constructed 
between the old 1934 building and the 
rest of the school. This would prevent the 
rapid spread of fi re throughout the build-
ing. This is not a student safety concern, 
as the students are able to vacate the 
building very quickly. The concern is 
for times when the school is unoccupied, 
and the building needs to be protected.

The fi re alarm system is dated but it 
works. Tests have shown that there are 
minor, sporadic failures in the system, 
but overall what we have is adequate.

The communication system defi -
nitely needs addressing. In the world of 
fi re fi ghting, all fi refi ghters can com-
municate with each other, which is cru-
cial for safety. In our school, there is 
currently no way to operate the public 
address (PA) system except from the of-
fi ce. Any teacher should be able to ac-
tivate the PA system to ensure commu-
nication from classroom to classroom. 
The Task Force feels strongly that this 

Priorities  from page 5 system needs to be updated.
There are two stairways that don’t 

meet code. The staircase in the old build-
ing leading down to the art room is too 
narrow for safe evacuation. This is a 
project that should be engineered out.

The location of the kitchen adjacent 
to two classrooms poses an imminent 
threat to student/staff safety in the event 
of a kitchen fi re. The only egress from 
the two second story classrooms is past 
the kitchen/cafeteria. This must be en-
gineered out.

Rene presented information from 
Jane Hubbard, who was unable to at-
tend, about the school’s use as an emer-
gency shelter for the community. Jane 
has provided the school with informa-
tion about obtaining an emergency gen-
erator, both for the school’s purposes, 
and as a way to ensure water, heat, and 
lights for the community in the event of 
an emergency.
Educational Space Issues

The fi nal presenter was AE/MS prin-
cipal Jane Slayton. Jane explained that 
enrollment appears to be holding steady 
and the school has an adequate number 
of regular education classrooms, al-
though we would need one more class-
room to have two for each grade.

The school staff has been good about 
sharing space when appropriate. For 
example, health education and German 
can be held in classrooms which are 
vacant for a class period. The middle 
school wing is fi ne with classroom sizes 
that meet code.

Space for special education is of 
particular concern. Our current space 
is limited and substandard. There are 
two core special education classes in 
our school. The room designated for 
Kindergarten through fourth grade 
is shared by reading recovery and the 
speech and language paraprofessional. 
The room also houses the main electri-
cal panel for the building.

The core special education room for 
grades fi ve through eight is on the lower 
level with no windows, no ventilation, 
and inadequate space for the number and 
age of the students. Neither room offers 
privacy or freedom from distraction.

Occupational therapy takes place in 
the former physical education closet. 
Speech and language services are offered 
fi ve days a week and take place in hall-
ways, sometimes near fi re exits, and in 
the old physical education storage closet. 

Title One services, which provide 
academic support in reading and math, 
are provided in a corner of the library, 
the backs of classrooms, or in the hall-
ways. Counseling must also share space 
with speech and reading services. Jane 
noted that the most distractible students 
are having to learn in the busiest, most 
public areas of the school.

Conference space is needed which is 
confi dential and quiet. Currently, par-
ent/staff conferences are held either in 
the front half of the assistant principal’s 
offi ce or in an empty classroom with 
limited time.

Handicap accessibility to the build-

ing is awkward. A person arriving in a 
wheelchair must approach the doors to 
the gym lobby, ring the buzzer, and hope 
that someone hears. The wait to be let 
into the building can be awkward and 
uncomfortable. The Task Force fi nds this 
disrespectful to parents and community 
members with physical disabilities.

The teachers’ work and lunch room 
is currently occupying a corner space 
in the custodians’ offi ce and storage 
room. They must eat alongside the lawn 
mower and cleaning supplies. There is 
no private space for a teacher to return 
parent phone calls.

Paul Fenton thanked the presenters 
and called for questions or comments 
from the public. Gary Peters commend-
ed the Task Force for their diffi cult and 
thorough job. There were no other ques-
tions or comments from the fl oor.
Next Steps

At the next regular School Board 
meeting on November 7, the Board will 
vote on whether or not to accept the Task 
Force recommendations. If the Board 
accepts them, they go to the architect 
and engineer, Banwell Associates, to be 
turned into an appropriate plan.

On November 21, the Board hopes 
to vote on the architects’ recommenda-
tions, and on November 29, the Board 
would review everything with the 
Andover Budget Committee.

If everything stays on track, watch 
for public meetings in January and Feb-
ruary to explain and build public sup-
port for the plan.

DUMPSTERDEPOT.COM

TOLL
FREE 866-56-DEPOT 302C Salisbury Hwy • Andover NH 03216

Tel: 603-735-5130 • Fax: 735-5037

GET RID OF THAT CLUTTER GET RID OF THAT CLUTTER 
IN THE GARAGE, BASEMENT IN THE GARAGE, BASEMENT 
OR YARD • OR YARD • QUICK • EASY • AFFORDABLEQUICK • EASY • AFFORDABLE

Special 15-20-30 cubic yard dumpster rentals Special 15-20-30 cubic yard dumpster rentals 
just for those quick cleanup jobs.just for those quick cleanup jobs.

Only a small amount or aOnly a small amount or a
                 couple of items?                  couple of items? 
                        We can pick                         We can pick 
                           that up,                            that up, 
                             too!                             too!

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is Andover’s most eagerly read source of good news 
from Andover, East Andover, West Andover, Potter Place, and 

Cilleyville. It is mailed every month to over 1,100 households in 
Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team or visit 
AndoverBeacon.com

Judy Evans Judy Evans 
735-5331 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
735-5454

Tina Barton Tina Barton 
735-6476

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $182 $102 $54 $19

Eighth page $374 $210 $111 $39
Quarter page $662 $372 $196 $69

Half page $1,334 $750 $396 $139
Full page $2,486 $1,398 $738 $259

Pre-printed insert $1,334 $750 $396 $139

mr. steam mr. steam 
&& son  son 
servicesservices

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Ceramic Tile & 
Grout Cleaning

Interior Painting • Cordwood
735-5800 • 526-8368

Windy Field Windy Field 
Pet, Plant, and House SittingPet, Plant, and House Sitting

We love all creatures, 
great and small.

Contact Amanda or Stephanie.

Cell: 496-5726 • Home: 735-5311 • E-mail: themerwoman@yahoo.com


