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Article published November 15
The Webster-Highland Lakes Water-

shed Partnership [presented] environ-
mental recommendations to the Frank-
lin Planning Board [on November 15], 
including updating shoreline septic sys-
tems and controlling manure manage-
ment on small farms, to prevent further 
pollution in the lakes and surrounding 
tributaries in Franklin and Andover.

The watershed management plan, 
paid for by a $30,000 grant by the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmen-
tal Services, was spearheaded by Frank-
lin but expanded to include Andover 
residents who live on or near Highland 
Lake, which fl ows into Webster Lake in 
Franklin.

The project started last year after 
dangerous levels of blue-green algae 
containing cyanobacteria were detected 
in Webster Lake, posing a health risk 
and diminishing recreational activities. 
Much of the algae and nutrients, includ-
ing phosphorous and chlorophyll, enter 
the water through runoff from rain, but 
some of it comes from other sources 
that can be regulated or monitored.

Project manager Brian Sullivan, 
Franklin’s municipal services director 
and a planning board member, said the 
report is the fi rst phase in protecting the 
lakes and educating residents, develop-
ers, and town offi cials about ways to 
prevent pollution.

“It’s really not a major problem now, 
but in the future as development occurs 
and as logging continues and runoff 
keeps happening, eventually over time 
there’s a negative impact on water bod-

ies,” Sullivan said.
DES volunteers helped collect sam-

ples from the lakes and streams, and sci-
entists used existing data to determine 
where and how the pollution started.

Much of the report focuses on re-
ducing phosphorous, which can come 
from a number of sources – residential 
development, logging, roadway runoff, 
manure spread on hayfi elds as fertiliz-
er, shoreline septic systems, pet waste, 
storm water runoff, use of detergents, 
sediment erosion, and other sediment 
disturbances from waves or boats.

The report estimates that 10 percent 
to 15 percent of homeowners on Webster 
Lake have poorly functioning or failing 
septic systems, and it identifi ed working 
with those homeowners among critical 
needs. Other suggestions include main-
taining roads and storm drain systems 
to control runoff, as well as implement-
ing tighter zoning regulations to control 
pollution from development, logging, 
and other construction.

“I’d say this is the beginning phase 
of it,” Sullivan said. “This is not a law. 
This is not something that’s enforceable. 
It’s something that identifi es sources of 
problems and makes some initial rec-
ommendations.”

The partnership will ask the plan-
ning boards in Andover and Franklin 
to incorporate the recommendations in 
zoning amendments or new land use 
regulations. The Andover Planning 
Board [was] scheduled to review the 
management plan November 28.

Jody Connor, the state limnologist, 
said New Hampshire’s steady population 
growth will slow in the southern part of 
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See Watershed  on page 5

Summary Of Watershed Report
The tables above and below are from the Webster-Highland Lakes Watershed 

Partnership’s report. They summarize the Partnership’s recommendations.
In studying table 5.1, keep in mind the following points:

• “P” stands for phosphorus, the pollutant of greatest concern in the watershed.
• “Kg” stands for kilograms. A kilogram is a little more than 2.2 pounds.
• The report recommends reducing the phosphorus in Webster Lake (its 

“load”) by 94 to 140 kg. per year. This reduction would represent about 
18% to 26% of the phosphorus fl owing into the lake each year from all its 
tributaries (like Sucker Brook) and from septic systems around the lake.

The complete report is available at Webster-HighlandLakesPartnership.org/docu-
ments.php


