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By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

The museums in Potter Place are 
closed for the winter months, but that 
is not to say that nothing is happening. 
If you have passed the Emons Store re-
cently you will notice that the window 
display changes with the season, thanks 
to the efforts of Kenneth Reid and Rob-
ert Hamilton. They have been respon-
sible for adding to the overall general 
store atmosphere with clever displays of 
fascinating artifacts which would have 
been found in the store in past times. 

During the 2007 season the gift shop 
will be relocated from the train station 
to the general store, heightening the 
feeling of a bustling business place. The 
space in the station vacated by the gift 
shop has been given a sprucing up and 
a coat of paint and will be used for the 
display of additional historical items.

The future of the Society’s freight 
shed in Potter Place is very much at the 
forefront of interest. A Memorandum 
of Agreement with the Andover Lions 
Club for display of their Concord Coach 
has been signed by Historical Society 
president Pat Cutter and is expected to 
be signed by the Lions Club shortly. 

In addition to the coach, the Society 
has accumulated many large pieces for 
which the freight shed is the perfect ven-
ue. We also have several potential donors 
with interesting, but large, items.

A committee is working to iden-

tify and plan for the changes needed to 
convert the freight shed into a fantastic 
exhibit hall. Some of the things being 
considered are lighting; the ability to 
convey large items, including the coach, 
in and out the building; safety concerns 
for visitors; historical integrity; and at-
tractive display of objects. 

The committee is working to gener-
ate grant money to further the develop-
ment of the freight building. This will 
be a work in progress for some time. 

The building is sturdy and service-
able and will lend another dimension to 
the Society’s growing commitment to 
preserving the past for the future.

Andover Historical Society 
By Pat Cutter
Andover Cemetery Trustees

James Gale Sr. moved to West 
Andover in 1815 and was listed in the 
1850 census as a cabinetmaker and man 
of substance. He and his wife Roxanna 
(Currier) Gale had eight children, with 
six living in 1850. There are ten mem-
bers of the Gale family buried in Ando-
ver’s Old Center Cemetery. 

In 1986, when the Andover Histori-
cal Society was cataloging stones in the 
cemetery, Barbara Upton and Kimball 
Elkins noted that the stone marking the 
grave of John Gale Jr. with only one 
line of inscription appeared to have ad-
ditional text below the ground level. 

Last winter this stone toppled. Res-
toration this summer revealed that in 
the past the stone had broken into four 
pieces and been set upright using the 
broken pieces as support. 

The stone (pictured below) is now 
erect, supported by a backing of ce-
ment, and the inscription reads:

James Gale Jr.
Died

Sept. 22, 1857
In the 22, year

Of his age
“Cut down in blooming health

Care or sorrow came
By death’s unyielding hand

On the N. Railroad Line
His brother engineers,

Conductors, fi remen all
With sorrow mark the spot

Where their dear brother fell
??um no warning came

Death’s Angel could not wait
But summoned him from earth

To pass the heavenly gate.”
Thanks to research by Kenneth 

Cushing of Grafton, the story comes to 
light, as published in the New Hamp-
shire Patriot and State Gazette of Sep-
tember 23, 1857: “Fatal Accident – On 
Tuesday morning Mr. James Gale, a 
brakeman on the Northern freight train, 
was instantly killed near Sewall’s Falls 
in this city [Concord]. It is supposed 
that in stepping from one car to another 
he fell between them upon the track…” 

The brakeman’s job on the railroad 
was the most dangerous. When James 
died there were no engine brakes, and 
the brakeman had to run on top from 
car to car to turn the wheels and set the 
brakes when signaled by the engineer. 

On March 29, 1909 the name of the 
West Andover station on the now B&M 
Railroad line was changed to Gale. The 
change was required when there had 
been several accidents along the line 
because of confusion between villages 
whose name differed only by the prefi x 
of East or West. Now all stations had to 
have their own names.

Can we suppose that the West Andover 
station was named for James Gale Jr.?

Cemetery Mystery Solved
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Assisted Living in a 
Gracious Village Setting
356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257
(603) 526-2300
www.woodcrestvillage.com

It’s too indescribable for words – the feeling that you 
get when you come to Woodcrest Village. It’s the 

feeling you get when you – come home.  Woodcrest Village 
off ers all of the pleasures of home – without the worries.

Come visit Woodcrest Village 
and feel the diff erence for yourself.
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Yesterday Inspires Tomorrow

Help Preserve Our Town’s 
Proud Heritage!

Join the Historical Society and 
receive our quarterly newsletter.
Individual Membership – $10

Family Membership – $15
Donor Membership – $50

Individual Life Membership – $150
Volunteers are always needed!

• Tend the museum in the summer 
• Help care for Society properties
• Help with the 19th Century Fair

A New Hampshire Destination for Antiques

FRANKLIN
ANTIQUE
MARKET

361 Central Street, Franklin, NH 03235   Tel: 603.934.2800    www.franklinantiques.com

Winter Hours: November 1 thru May  
Open Thurs-Mon 10-6, Sundays 11-5 

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm


