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Murray Smith, a resident of Andover 
for 28 years who now lives in North 
Sutton, returned to Mount Sunapee on 
December 6 to begin his 41st year on 
the ski patrol.

Murray was born to the late Dorethea 
Phelps Smith and Murray Elsworth 
Smith in 1941. Early in his life he devel-
oped a love of snow and winter activi-
ties. At age four Murray used to have his 
mother time him as he skied around their 
property on Smith Road in Andover. 
Murray was also known to do ski jump-
ing at the Proctor Academy ski area dur-
ing his Andover High School days. 

After returning from a stint in the 
Army in 1965, Murray tried several jobs 
before settling into his own business as 
a contractor in the summer and a patrol-
ler at Mount Sunapee in the winter. This 
joint “career” has suited Murray well.

Murray has always been a regular at 
the employee’s party given each year at 
Mount Sunapee. He is the one who ar-
rives at 4 AM to ready the equipment for 
cooking the pig and roast beef. Murray 
has always managed to have the bar-
beque done for the chosen dining time.
Honored For 40 Years

Last April the Mount Sunapee Re-
sort hosted a celebration to honor Mur-
ray for his 40 years of service. There 
were over 200 people in attendance for 
the event. 

Many people spoke well of Murray’s 
performance during the last 40 years, 
while others took the chance to pub-
licly “roast” him. He received many 
thoughtful and heartfelt gifts, including 
a Honda ATV (soon to be used on his 
ice fi shing jaunts), lifetime hunting and 
fi shing licenses, a lifetime skiing pass, 
and many other gifts. 

One especially notable tribute was 
that a trail on Mount Sunapee was 
named after Murray. It is called Stove-
pipe. You’ll have to ask Murray about 
the name!

Having served at “The Mountain” 
for 41 years, Murray is a wealth of in-
formation about the ski business. 

Andover Beacon: What have 
been some of the most notable equip-
ment changes for patrollers over the 
years?

Murray Smith: Probably the re-
lease bindings. The early bindings 
would only release in three directions, 
whereas now they release in nine direc-
tions.

AB: I understand you did not use ra-
dios for patrolling when you fi rst start-
ed. How did you fi nd the accidents, and 
how did you communicate the victim’s 
needs?

MS: There were trail phones that 
skiers could use to phone a lift atten-
dant to notify them of an accident. The 
lift attendant would then call the ski pa-
trol building. 

Skiers can now reach a patroller di-
rectly. A Safety Service team also skies 
“The Mountain” to help foster a safe en-
vironment. They can directly reach the 

patrollers with their radios.
AB: Have the equipment changes 

for the public changed the type and fre-
quency of ski accidents over the years?

MS: Years ago, patrollers dealt with 
many broken legs. Now we see more 
breaks in the upper extremities, espe-
cially with the snowboarders.

AB: What are some of the most hu-
morous things you’ve encountered over 
the years?

MS: There have been many humor-
ous situations. A few I distinctly re-
member were:

• One day I saw a skier with boots on 
the wrong feet.

• Another time a young lady was 
warming her boots by the fi replace, 
and they caught fi re and burned!

• There are always many "domes-
tic disputes." Usually these occur 
when a person is taken to the top 
of the mountain and is unable to ski 
down.

AB: How has the training for ski pa-
trollers changed over the years?

MS: All patrollers now have to be 
certifi ed in Outdoor Emergency Care.

AB: What are the reasons you have 
lasted as a patroller for 41 years?

MS: I have always loved skiing. 
Also I meet many interesting people, 
and I enjoy the people I work with.

AB: What changes have you seen in 
“The Mountain” in 41 years?

MS: When I started patrolling on 
December 15, 1966, there was no snow-
making. Snowmaking started around 
the mid-70s. Of course, the equipment 
was not as sophisticated as it is now. 

In the recent years, since the Okemo 
owners have operated the Mount 
Sunapee Resort, there have been ma-
jor improvements in snowmaking and 
in equipment. One improvement that 
skiers notice is the lift speed. It used to 
take skiers 16 minutes to get to the top 
of the mountain, and now they can get 
there in six minutes.

AB: When you stop ski patrolling, 
what will you do in the winter season?

MS: (with no hesitation) I’ll be ice 
fi shing!

HONORED: Murray Smith

Pets welcome, too!Pets welcome, too!

Call or fax Max Call or fax Max 
at 934-3311at 934-3311
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DD..KK.. Motel Motel
390 North Main St
West Franklin

Relax. Your 
guests are enjoying 

their stay with 
us.

We purchase 
antiques!

361 Central Street, Franklin, NH 03235   Tel: 603.934.2800    
www.franklinantiques.com

Winter Hours: November 1 thru May
Open Thurs.-Mon. 10-6, Sundays 11-5 , Closed Tues. & Wed.

FRANKLIN
ANTIQUE MARKET

January SaleSTOREWIDE

10%-50%

COA Walking
Come walk with us for 

exercise and comraderie!

We walk Monday through Friday 
anytime between 8:30 AM and 
10:00 AM in the Proctor gym. 

Please bring clean sneakers to walk 
in – we want to protect the nice 
gym fl oor. And don’t walk alone 
– bring a friend or spouse

Come Walk With Us!
It’s Fun!

Questions? Call Grace at 735-5611


