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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift Subscr. ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

Beacon Bits

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
June 1. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Tues., May 15Tues., May 15 at the lat-
est. And earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

The Andover Beacon is published monthly by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a 
New Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Steve Darling, Nan Kaplan, 
John Kinney, Chuck Will.
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to them. 
We depend on donations from the community for a large part of our operating budget.

Publisher: Charlie Darling
Ad Sales: Connie Powers, Joy Langtry
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Beacon Guides: Heidi Terwilliger, Joanie 
Filon, Ray Mitchell, Carmen Bates, 
Doreen Perreault, Shirley Currier, Tracy 
Merriman

Production Assistance: David Powers, 
Karen Holman

Writing, Editing, & Proofreading: Nan 
Kaplan, Kendel Currier, Jeff Goodrich, 
Ann Williams, Anne Hewitt, Margo 

Coolidge, Grace Stetson, Lauretta Phil-
lips, Amanda Gross, Robin Powell

Photography: Bob Bussey
Distribution: Mary Demers, Judy Per-
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Special Projects: Mary Anne Broshek, 
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BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Bob Hutchinson
Andover Service Club Cookbook Gail Fitzpatrick
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Gift Certifi cate Don & Freddi Gross
East Andover Marketplace Gift Certifi cate Dennis Murray
Jake’s Market and Deli Gift Certifi cate Ronan Gould
Kearsarge Magazine 1-Year Subscription Charlie & Geri Putney
MacKenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Ed & Madelyn Constant
Mary Kay - Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Dee Ganley
New Horizons Hairstylists Hair Care Products Marianne Fairall

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

Thank you to Super Guy #1 and Su-
per Guy #2!

Thank you so much for going out of 
your way, for taking the time to check 
out whether someone was in my car at 
5:30 AM on Tuesday, April 17, on Route 
4 near Fenvale.

Thank you for rescuing me from the 
raging waters of the Blackwater! You 
are my heroes!

Sincerely,
Nicole Danforth

To all my friends, family, and ac-
quaintances who took part in my 

retirement party, as well as all my well-
wishers, I want to thank each and every 
one of your for your kindness, friend-
ship, and gifts. You’ve given me some-
thing I will always remember and hold 
dear.

With appreciation and fondness,
Lorraine Locke

With Town Meeting over and the 
tax rate estimates fi rming up, it 

is time for Andover to look to Concord. 
Our elected offi cials are voting on bills 
that will affect your tax bill this com-
ing December. Currently, the Andover 
tax rate is estimated at $15.74 ($13.94 in 
2006) and East Andover will be $15.40 
($13.65 in 2006).

Many of the Bills pending in the 
House and Senate sound and feel good. 
What you can count on is that they cost 
money. Concord has yet to pass a plan 
to fund or defi ne education. They have 
passed bills to buy land for a new state 
reservation (HB183) and a new tax 
(HB868) to fund the Land and Commu-
nity Heritage Investment Program. The 
House has also appropriated funds to 
the Barn Preservation Fund (HB239).

They have passed sweeping and 
needed reform regulating balloon re-
leases (HB62). Redistricting will 
not take place for the 2008 election 
(HB687) and voters will not be given a 
chance to voice their opinions on a sales 
or income tax before consideration by 

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

At the beginning of every month we 
mail the Beacon to over 350 out-of-town 
subscribers and advertisers. And every 
month, someone calls toward the end of 
the month to say that their copy of the 
Beacon hasn’t arrived yet.

In every case, we’d dutifully mailed 
the copy, but the post offi ce hadn’t de-
livered it yet. In most cases it shows up 
a few days later. Sometimes it never 
shows up at all.

Last year I started looking into how 
we might be able to speed up delivery 
of the Beacon to our out-of-town read-
ers. Little did I know what I was get-
ting into! Months later and innumerable 
hours of talking with postal experts, 
searching the USPS Web site, and just 
plain scratchin’ my head for solutions, 
I now know an awful lot about all the 
things we can’t do to speed up delivery.

One thing we can do is deliver a bag 
of Beacons directly to each area post of-
fi ce, particularly Franklin, East Andover, 
Danbury, and New London. We could 
sure use some volunteer help in fanning 
out from Andover to get those delivered 
one Thursday afternoon each month!

For Beacons that go farther afi eld, 

Letters To Our Out-Of-Town 
Readers: Thank You For 

Your Continued Patience!
after detailed discussions with the Busi-
ness Mail unit at the Manchester Post Of-
fi ce, the best idea we could come up with 
was “Priority Mail Open & Distribute,” 
a complex and cumbersome process that 
we hope will cut days off the Beacon’s 
journey to southern New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and beyond.

We planned to try this new approach 
last month … but a last-minute glitch 
with the label-printing page on USPS.
com scotched that idea. So we tried again 
this month … but a new glitch stopped us 
cold. We’ll keep trying, though! Thanks 
for your continued patience.
Postal Rates Increase

Postage goes up this month, and 
we’re told there will be many changes to 
the bulk mail rules that the Beacon op-
erates under. Because of the complexity 
of the changes, they won’t be introduced 
until July. In fact, at this writing, many 
of the details still aren’t clear.

But the result is sure to be more ex-
pense for the Beacon. So if you haven’t 
made your 2007 donation yet, please do 
so right away! (You’ll fi nd a convenient 
coupon at the bottom of this page.) This 
is just one of the unexpected expenses 
we’ll have to deal with this year, so every 
donation is really important.

See Letters  on page 3

YOU DID IT! 
You pushed us right past our fund-

raising goal of 275 families making 
voluntary contributions to support the 
Beacon in 2007. We wound up raising 
over $12,000 from 281 donations. 

That $12,000 covers about a quar-
ter of our annual expenses – about 
three months of all the good news from 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville, delivered 
to every address in Andover. The rest of 
the money comes from our advertisers, 
so please be sure to patronize them, and 
please be sure to let them know you ap-
preciate seeing their ads in the Beacon!
Wanted: Help With Fundraising

I can’t tell you how many times peo-
ple have expressed shock and dismay 
that fewer than 300 of Andover’s 1,100 
households support the Beacon fi nan-
cially. Then they ask me, “Why?”

The short answer: “I don’t know.”
The long answer: “I don’t know, but 

I’m trying very hard to fi nd someone who 
(unlike me) has some real fundraising 
experience, because I’m sure that with 
some guidance and someone to bounce 
ideas off of, the Beacon could do a much 
better job of helping people “get a round 
tuit” and write that check they’ve been 
meaning to write to the Beacon.”

Now is the perfect time to fi nd that 
person. We’ve met our 2007 goal, so 
we’ve got eight months to get our act 
together in preparation for kicking off 
our 2008 fundraising campaign. This is 
the perfect time to start discussing with 
an experienced fundraiser what did and 
didn’t work this year and what we can 
do better next year.

Are you that person? Do you know 
who might be? Please give me a call 
– seriously! It’s that important.


