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By Art Urie
Supervisor of the Checklist

With the date for this year’s January 
8 presidential primary not being set un-
til very late, the deadline for changing 
party registration passed without many 
people noticing. If you are registered to 
vote and your name is on the checklist, 
you can vote in the primary for the par-
ty in which you are registered. 

If you are registered as an undeclared 
voter, you may request the ballot for ei-
ther the Democratic or the Republican 
primary. By voting in that party’s pri-
mary, you declare yourself as a mem-
ber of that party. If you wish to be listed 
in the future as an undeclared voter, you 
need to fi ll out the change form. If you’d 
like, you can do that as soon as you’re 
done voting. Just step over to the Su-
pervisors of the Checklist’s table before 
you leave the polling place.

If you are not registered to vote, and 
your name is not on the checklist, come 
to the polling place to vote anyway! 
When you arrive, look for your friendly 
Supervisors of the Checklist, and ask 
for a voter registration form. The Su-

pervisors will ask you some questions 
about where you live and will prob-
ably ask you for personal identifi cation. 
It will be helpful if you have with you 
something which has your name and 
current address  on it (such as a credit 
card or a utility bill), but that is not a 
requirement. 

Once the Supervisors are satisfi ed 
that you are domiciled in Andover, they 
will add your name to the checklist, and 
you can vote.

The Supervisors of the Checklist do 
not make the rules – we just try to be 
sure that all the people who are eligible 
to vote in Andover are on the checklist. 
The confusing part about primary elec-
tions is that primaries are party elec-
tions. The Republicans do not want the 
Democrats choosing their candidates, 
and vice versa. 

An undeclared (or Independent) vot-
er may vote in a party primary election, 
but in the act of asking for a party bal-
lot, that voter is declaring a preference 
for that party. And the Supervisors of 
the Checklist try to keep track of who is 
where (and mostly succeed).

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 
JANUARY 8

The eyes of the nation will be on New Hampshire’s presidential primary on 
January 8. Democrats will choose from the candidates shown below on the 
left, Republicans from those shown below on the right. An independent voter 
may request either ballot (but not both). In so doing, they become a regis-
tered Republican or Democrat. To become an independent again,  the voter 
can fi ll out a change form at the polling place after voting.

Despite unusual snows in December, the fi rst phase of the Highland 
Lake Dam repair project is complete. A 10- to 15-foot concrete wall 
now runs from bedrock to the top of the dam, sealing Highland Lake 
into its basin and preventing any future leaks like those that caused 
such concern during each of the last several fl ood events.

The next step is to replace the old outlet culvert (covered with snow 
in the photo above) that runs under Maple Street and into Sucker 
Brook. In preparation, the stop logs have been put back into the wa-
ter control structure and Highland Lake is fi lling up again (making the 
ice very dangerous for the rest of the winter).  Photo: Charlie Darling
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Proudly Supporting The Rural Lifestyle

Farm - Feed - Firearms - Hardware
Lumber - Fishing - Barn Building & Designing

WINTER NEEDS:
Home Generators
Boots & Outerwear
Ariat - Cat - Georgia - Chippewa - Muck

Carhartt - Woolrich - Johnson Wool

Ice Fishing Supplies

The Friendly Barber Shop
The Ultimate Finish

by Cindy Lamprey
for Men • Women • Children

Franklin, NH Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 8-2 934-7530  


