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The Andover Eagle and our middle school students made a poster for 

Proctor Academy to express our appreciation to them while the middle 

school students were relocated. The AE/MS Eagle was hoping to meet 

the Proctor Academy Hornet but didn’t have the opportunity. Sixth grade 

poster artists include (back) Kody Keller, Kyle Keller, (front) Trenton Bonk, 

and Kyle Smart.  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Carmen Bates
AE/MS PTO

A PTO meeting was held on April 7. 
In attendance were Jane Slayton, Car-
men Bates, Melanie Gotthardt, Dee 
Benjamin, Brandy Collette, and Kait 
Armstrong.

It is time to start collecting Hood Sox 
Tops again off of gallons of Hood milk. 
We will be collecting them through Oc-
tober of 2008 and will earn money for 
this. If you buy Hood milk, please, start 
saving them for us and send them into 
the school!

A bag of small prize toys was do-
nated to the school. We thought that the 
kindergarten or fi rst grade class might 
use them. Teachers and staff should feel 
free to go in and take what they can use. 
They are in the conference room in a 
yellow bag.

Earth day seed packets were pur-
chased and stickers were put on them 
wishing the students and staff a Happy 
Earth Day. They were handed out to 
them on April 18. We hope that ev-
eryone enjoys planting their seeds and 
brightening up Andover. 

The earth laughs in fl owers. 
– Ralph Waldo Emerson
No one attended the PTO Expo in 

Massachusetts this year due to bad 
weather.

Positive Promotions is having two 
contests. One is for teacher and staff 
appreciation week, which we will en-
ter, and there is also one for teacher of 
the year. If you would like to nominate 
a teacher, please get in touch with the 
PTO. We would love to hear from past 
students or parents.

The window covers on the classroom 
doors have been tacked to the door and 
are now staying up.

We are going to look into purchas-
ing a rug for the entry way of the school 
with a school logo on it. Jane has always 
wanted one and we would like to try to 
make that happen. If anyone has any 
ideas on this, please let us know.

We are thinking about doing some-
thing to support Field Day in June. Any 
ideas or thoughts would be helpful, as 
we will need to make a decision on this 
at the next meeting.

Some fundraising ideas were dis-
cussed: one was for the Harlem Wiz-
ards to visit the school. The Wizards 
are a basketball team that plays against 
the staff and parents, but it would not 
be benefi cial to us, being such a small 
school. 

Kait is going to look into a company 
called Green Raising which sells all 
earth-friendly products and the school 
gets a percentage. Smitty’s has a new 
fundraiser and we will keep that in 
mind as a fun and easy way to raise 
money. 

We would also like to sponsor a 
PTO Night starting next year, where 
we just have a fun night at the school 
for all parents and students. Ideas were 
tossed around for this, and we’ll plan 

something for next year. Any input is 
welcome.

Volunteer packets will be completed 
over the summer and will be handed out 
in September. It was mentioned that a 
room parent for each class room would 
be helpful, and we may try that and see 
how it goes next year. We will make 
that part of the volunteer packets.

The library murals have been hand-
ed out to artists. The one background 
color was not purchased because the 
artists wanted to use their own medi-
ums. Supplies are not being given to the 
artists. They need to use their own, un-
less this is a problem for them, in which 
case they could talk to Dee and the PTO 
would be happy to help. 

Also, we are going to have a raffl e 
for a hotel stay in Florida that has been 
generously donated, and this will raise 
money to support the PTO project.

We talked about making peace t-
shirts. We will further look into that.

Teacher and Staff Appreciation 
Week is right around the corner –May 
5 through 9. Donated items are coming 
in for the auctions, and plans are being 
set in place. It is going to be a fun week! 
See page 42 for more details.

Birthdays this month are Mrs. Teidi, 
Mrs. Fadden, Mr. Wiley, Mrs. Keezer, 
Mr. Murphy, Mrs. VanHorn, and Mrs. 
Avis. Happy Birthday!

Thank you to Mrs. Fitz for all her ex-
tra work with Environmental Camp and 
also to Mrs. LaRoche, Mrs. Keezer, Mr. 
Jensen, and all of the parents who also 
spent time at camp! 

Thank you to Brandy who helped 
me put the tacks in the window covers 
and hiding the eggs in the school for a 
treat for the staff the Friday before Eas-
ter. They all got an Appreciation Buck 
and some chocolate eggs. 

We would also like to thank all of the 
artists for giving of their time and talent 
to show the children and community 
how important being an artist is. You 
are an inspiration to us!

The next PTO meeting is Monday, 
May 5, at 6:30 PM in the AE/MS Li-
brary. If you would like to help in 
any way, contact Carmen Bates at 
canddplus4@comcast.net or 735-5589.

AE/MS Parent-Teacher Organization
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Out Building Demolition / Renovation / Reconstruction
EAST ANDOVER 735-4513

There will be an auction at AE/MS on May 8 for all 
AE/MS teachers and staff in celebration of Teacher/Staff 
Appreciation Week, May 5-9. Parents are welcome to attend. 

No cash accepted; items can only be bid on with AE/MS 
Appreciation Bucks which teachers and  staff have earned all 
year.  There will be over 40 items for teachers and staff to bid on, thanks to 
      generous donations from local businesses, community members, and parents. 

Auctioneer Paul Fenton

Going Once … Going Twice … Going Once … Going Twice … Sold!Sold!

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther apis t

Therapeutic massage for
Relaxation • Sports Injuries
Sore Muscles • Well Being!

Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy
10 Lawrence Street

Andover • 735-8102


